sarah young devotional jesus calling

Sarah Young devotional Jesus Calling has become a cherished tool for many
believers seeking to deepen their relationship with God. First published in
2004, this daily devotional has captivated countless readers with its unique
approach to spiritual reflection. Sarah Young, the author, presents her
writings as messages from Jesus, crafted to encourage and inspire readers in
their daily lives. This article delves into the background, themes, and
impact of Jesus Calling, providing insights into why it resonates with so
many .

Background of Jesus Calling

Author and Inspiration

Sarah Young, a former missionary, was inspired to write Jesus Calling after
her own spiritual journey led her to seek a more intimate relationship with
Christ. She began journaling her thoughts and prayers, listening for God's
voice in her life. This practice formed the foundation of her devotional
writings. Young believes that Jesus speaks to her and, through her words,
reaches out to others, encouraging them to find peace and comfort in their
faith.

Publication and Reception

Since its release, Jesus Calling has sold millions of copies worldwide and
has been translated into numerous languages. The book's popularity can be
attributed to its accessible language, relatable themes, and the comforting
nature of its messages. Readers often find solace in the idea that Jesus is
speaking directly to them, which sets this devotional apart from traditional
prayer books or scripture readings.

Structure of Jesus Calling

Daily Devotional Format

Jesus Calling is designed as a daily devotional, with each entry
corresponding to a specific date. Readers can engage with the material on a
day-by-day basis, allowing for a reflective practice that fits seamlessly



into their daily routines. Each entry typically includes:

1. A short message from Jesus, often presented in the first person.
2. Related scripture verses that support and enhance the message.
3. A closing prayer that encourages readers to respond to the message.

Key Themes

The messages in Jesus Calling cover a broad spectrum of themes that resonate
with readers of all backgrounds. Some of the key themes include:

- Peace and Comfort: Many entries focus on finding peace in the midst of
life's trials and tribulations. Young emphasizes that Jesus offers comfort
and reassurance, encouraging readers to lean on Him during difficult times.

- Trust and Faith: A recurring message in Jesus Calling is the importance of
trusting God’s plan, even when circumstances seem uncertain. Young invites
readers to surrender their fears and anxieties, reminding them that faith is
a journey.

- Gratitude and Joy: The devotional encourages readers to cultivate an
attitude of gratitude, recognizing the blessings in their lives. Young often
emphasizes that joy can be found in the simplest moments, urging readers to
appreciate the present.

- Presence of God: Young highlights the significance of being present with
God in everyday life. Each entry serves as a reminder that God desires a
personal relationship with each individual, inviting readers to engage with
Him actively.

Impact and Popularity

Community and Testimonials

The impact of Jesus Calling extends beyond individual readers; it has
fostered a community of believers who share their experiences and
testimonies. Many readers report that the devotional has transformed their
spiritual lives, providing a sense of direction and purpose. Some common
testimonials include:

- Increased Spiritual Growth: Readers often mention that the daily messages
have encouraged them to engage more deeply with scripture and prayer, leading

to significant spiritual growth.

- Emotional Healing: Many have found that the comforting messages have helped



them navigate through hardships, such as loss, anxiety, and depression,
providing the healing they desperately needed.

- Enhanced Relationship with God: Readers frequently express that Jesus
Calling has helped them cultivate a more personal relationship with God,
making their faith feel more tangible and real.

Global Reach

The success of Jesus Calling has led to its translation into over 30
languages, allowing it to reach a diverse audience across the globe. The
book's universal themes of love, hope, and faith resonate with people from
various cultural backgrounds, contributing to its widespread appeal.

Additional Resources

Companion Books and Products

Due to its popularity, several companion books and products have been
developed based on the original Jesus Calling devotional. These include:

- Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence: A version that focuses
specifically on peace and offers expanded reflections on the theme.

- Jesus Always: A devotional that emphasizes the unchanging nature of God’s
joy and provides messages centered on joy and hope.

- Jesus Calling for Kids: A version tailored for younger audiences, making
the messages accessible to children and encouraging family discussions about
faith.

- Journals and Planners: Various journals and planners inspired by Jesus
Calling help readers document their thoughts, prayers, and reflections,
enhancing their devotional experience.

Online Community and Social Media Presence

In addition to the printed materials, Jesus Calling has a robust online
presence. The official website offers daily readings, resources, and a
community forum where readers can share their experiences. Social media
platforms, such as Instagram and Facebook, feature daily quotes and
reflections that encourage engagement and foster a sense of community.



Criticism and Controversy

While Jesus Calling has enjoyed immense popularity, it has not been without
criticism. Some theologians and scholars argue that the format of the
book—messages presented as direct quotes from Jesus—can lead to
misunderstandings about the nature of divine communication. Critics often
emphasize the need for caution when interpreting personal revelations and
encourage readers to ground their faith in scripture.

Despite this criticism, many readers maintain that the devotional has been a
positive influence in their lives, serving as a valuable tool for reflection
and spiritual growth. It is essential for readers to approach the material
thoughtfully, balancing personal insights with biblical teachings.

Conclusion

Sarah Young's devotional Jesus Calling has undeniably made a significant
impact on the lives of countless individuals seeking a closer relationship
with God. Its unique format, relatable themes, and comforting messages
resonate deeply with readers, providing hope and encouragement in their
spiritual journeys. The book's ability to foster community, inspire personal
reflection, and promote emotional healing underscores its relevance in
today's world.

As readers continue to engage with Jesus Calling and its associated
resources, it is clear that Sarah Young's heartfelt messages will continue to
touch lives for years to come. Whether you are new to the devotional or a
long-time reader, there is always something new to discover in the profound
messages that invite each person to experience the love and presence of Jesus
in their daily lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Jesus Calling' by Sarah Young about?

‘Jesus Calling' is a devotional book that offers daily readings that are
presented as messages from Jesus, meant to encourage readers in their
spiritual journey and deepen their relationship with God.

How has 'Jesus Calling' impacted readers?

Many readers have reported that 'Jesus Calling' has provided them with
comfort, guidance, and inspiration, helping them to navigate challenges in
their lives and fostering a closer connection to their faith.



Is 'Jesus Calling' suitable for all denominations?

'Jesus Calling' is generally considered suitable for a wide range of
Christian denominations, as it focuses on personal relationship with Jesus
rather than specific doctrinal teachings.

How long does each daily reading in 'Jesus Calling’
take?

Each daily reading in 'Jesus Calling' is brief, typically taking about 5 to
10 minutes to read, making it accessible for those with busy schedules.

Are there any controversies surrounding 'Jesus
Calling'?

Yes, some critics have raised concerns about the book's method of conveying
messages as direct words from Jesus, arguing that it may lead to
misunderstandings about divine revelation and scripture.

What are some key themes in 'Jesus Calling'?

Key themes in 'Jesus Calling' include trust in God, finding peace in His
presence, the importance of gratitude, and the call to live in the moment
with faith.

Can 'Jesus Calling' be used for group studies?

Yes, 'Jesus Calling' can be effectively used for group studies, as its daily
readings can spark discussion and reflection among participants, enriching
their collective spiritual growth.

What is the target audience for 'Jesus Calling'?

'Jesus Calling' targets a broad audience, including individuals seeking
spiritual encouragement, new Christians, and those looking for daily
inspiration in their faith.

Are there any companion books to 'Jesus Calling'?

Yes, Sarah Young has written several companion books to 'Jesus Calling',
including 'Jesus Always' and 'Jesus Today', which offer additional
reflections and devotionals.
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