sartre and flaubert

Sartre and Flaubert are two titanic figures in the landscape of French literature and philosophy.
While separated by more than a century, both Jean-Paul Sartre and Gustave Flaubert explored the
depths of human existence, the nature of reality, and the intricacies of society. Their works, though
differing in style and context, provide profound insights into the human condition and the societal
structures that shape our lives. In this article, we will delve into the life and works of Sartre and
Flaubert, examining their philosophies, literary contributions, and the connections that intertwine
their legacies.

Understanding Gustave Flaubert

Born on December 12, 1821, in Rouen, France, Gustave Flaubert is best known for his meticulous
approach to writing and his innovative narrative techniques. His most famous work, "Madame
Bovary," published in 1856, is often regarded as one of the cornerstones of modern literature.

Key Themes in Flaubert's Work

Flaubert's literary contributions reflect several key themes:
e Realism: Flaubert is celebrated as a pioneer of literary realism, focusing on the detailed
depiction of everyday life and the complexities of human emotions.

 Irony: His use of irony serves to highlight the discrepancies between societal expectations and
individual desires, a theme that resonates throughout his works.

» Existential Struggle: Characters often grapple with their identities and societal roles,
mirroring Flaubert's own struggles with purpose and meaning.

e Style and Form: Flaubert's obsession with style resulted in a meticulous writing process,
often involving extensive revisions to achieve perfection.

Exploring Jean-Paul Sartre

Jean-Paul Sartre, born on June 21, 1905, in Paris, was one of the leading figures of existentialist
philosophy and literature. His works, including novels, plays, and philosophical essays, examined the
intricacies of freedom, choice, and the human condition.



Key Themes in Sartre's Work

Sartre's contributions to literature and philosophy revolve around several central themes:

o Existentialism: Sartre's philosophy emphasizes individual existence, freedom, and choice,
arguing that humans must create their own essence through actions.

e Absurdity: Many of Sartre's characters face the absurdity of existence, leading to a sense of
alienation and despair as they seek meaning in a chaotic world.

e Bad Faith: This concept refers to self-deception and the denial of one's freedom, highlighting
the struggle individuals face in accepting their responsibilities.

e Social Responsibility: Sartre believed that individuals must engage with society and take
responsibility for their actions, reflecting his political activism.

Comparative Analysis of Sartre and Flaubert

While Sartre and Flaubert wrote in different eras and styles, their works reveal intriguing parallels
in themes and philosophies.

Existential Themes

Both authors grapple with existential questions, although they approach these themes from different
angles:

- Flaubert: His characters, particularly Emma Bovary, navigate societal constraints and personal
desires, reflecting the existential struggle between individuality and social roles.

- Sartre: He explicitly articulated the philosophy of existentialism, focusing on the responsibility of
individuals to define their own existence amid an indifferent universe.

Literary Techniques

The narrative styles of Sartre and Flaubert also reflect their philosophical inquiries:

- Flaubert's Precision: Known for his meticulous prose, Flaubert's style serves to convey the
emotional depth and complexity of his characters, allowing readers to engage intimately with their
struggles.

- Sartre's Innovative Structure: In works like "Nausea," Sartre employs a stream-of-consciousness
approach to illustrate the protagonist's internal conflict, emphasizing the chaotic nature of thought
and existence.



Influence on Literature and Philosophy

Both Sartre and Flaubert have left indelible marks on the literary and philosophical worlds:

- Flaubert's Legacy: His realistic portrayal of life and emphasis on style influenced countless writers,
including the modernists and postmodernists who followed.

- Sartre's Impact: As a key figure in existentialism, Sartre's ideas shaped 20th-century philosophy,
inspiring movements in literature, psychology, and sociology.

Conclusion

In examining the lives and works of Sartre and Flaubert, we uncover a rich tapestry of thought and
creativity that continues to resonate today. While their approaches to literature and philosophy
differ, both authors grapple with the complexities of human existence and the societal structures
that shape our lives. Flaubert's precise realism and Sartre's existential musings offer invaluable
insights into the human condition, encouraging readers to reflect on their own lives and the choices
they make. As we navigate the complexities of modern existence, the works of Sartre and Flaubert
remain essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the depths of human experience and the
nature of reality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the connection between Jean-Paul Sartre and Gustave
Flaubert?

Jean-Paul Sartre admired Gustave Flaubert for his literary style and existential themes, often
referencing Flaubert's works in his own writings.

How did Sartre interpret Flaubert's view on human existence?

Sartre interpreted Flaubert's view as one that critically examines the absurdity of human existence,
particularly through the character of Emma Bovary in 'Madame Bovary.'

What is Sartre's critique of Flaubert's character development?

Sartre critiqued Flaubert's character development for its focus on the internal struggles of
characters, suggesting that it could lead to a form of existential paralysis.

Did Sartre consider Flaubert an existentialist?

While Sartre valued Flaubert's insights into the human condition, he did not label him an
existentialist, as Flaubert's works predate the existentialist movement.



What impact did Flaubert's writing style have on Sartre?

Flaubert's meticulous writing style and use of irony influenced Sartre’s own narrative techniques
and his approach to philosophical themes in literature.

In what way did Sartre analyze Flaubert's social critique?

Sartre analyzed Flaubert's social critique as a reflection of the bourgeois society's moral constraints,
which aligned with Sartre's own critiques of societal norms.

How does Sartre's 'Nausea' relate to Flaubert's themes?

Sartre's 'Nausea' shares Flaubert's themes of alienation and existential angst, exploring the
absurdity of existence in a manner reminiscent of Flaubert's characters.
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