
scandinavian star ornament
instructions
Scandinavian star ornament instructions are an essential part of holiday
decorating, bringing a touch of Nordic charm to your home. These beautiful
paper stars, known as "julestjerner" in Denmark and "julstjärnor" in Sweden,
are often used to adorn Christmas trees, windows, and doorways. They are not
only visually stunning but also deeply rooted in Scandinavian traditions. In
this article, we will guide you through the process of making your own
Scandinavian star ornaments, providing clear instructions and tips to help
you create these festive decorations.

Materials Needed

Before you begin crafting your Scandinavian star ornament, gather the
following materials:

- Paper: You can use colored paper, wrapping paper, or even plain white paper
that you can decorate later. A heavier weight paper (around 80-100 gsm) works
best for durability.
- Scissors: A good pair of sharp scissors will help you make clean cuts.
- Ruler: For measuring and ensuring straight lines.
- Pencil: To mark measurements on your paper.
- Glue: A strong adhesive like craft glue or a glue stick.
- String or ribbon: For hanging your ornament.
- Optional: Stickers, glitter, or markers for decoration.

Understanding the Design

Scandinavian star ornaments come in various designs, but the most common type
is the woven star, which features a striking geometric pattern. Here’s how
the basic design works:

Types of Stars

1. Traditional Woven Star: This star is made using strips of paper that are
woven together to create a three-dimensional effect.
2. Flat Star: A simpler version, made from a single piece of paper that is
folded into a star shape without weaving.
3. Layered Star: This type involves layering multiple star shapes to create a
more intricate design.



For beginners, starting with a traditional woven star is recommended, as it
offers a perfect blend of complexity and beauty.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Making a Woven
Scandinavian Star Ornament

Follow these steps to create your own woven Scandinavian star ornament:

Step 1: Prepare the Paper Strips

1. Cut the Paper: Start by cutting your paper into strips. You will need six
strips of equal length and width. A common size is 1 inch wide and 12 inches
long, but you can adjust based on your preference.

2. Color Selection: Choose a combination of colors that complement each
other. Traditional colors include red, green, white, and gold, but feel free
to explore other options.

Step 2: Create the Star Base

1. Arrange the Strips: Lay three strips vertically and three horizontally,
creating a grid-like structure. Ensure that the horizontal strips are evenly
spaced.

2. Weaving the Strips:
- Start with one vertical strip. Place a horizontal strip under the first
vertical strip and over the second, continuing this pattern until all
horizontal strips are woven through the vertical ones.
- Make sure to keep the tension consistent to avoid loose areas.

3. Tighten the Weave: Once all strips are woven, gently pull on each strip to
tighten the weave. This step is crucial for achieving a neat and consistent
star.

Step 3: Form the Star Shape

1. Fold the Ends: Take the ends of each strip and fold them towards the
center to create points. This will form the star shape.

2. Secure the Points: Use glue to secure the tips of the strips in place.
Hold each point for a few seconds until the glue sets.



Step 4: Finishing Touches

1. Add Decorative Elements: If desired, decorate the star with glitter,
stickers, or drawings to personalize your ornament.

2. Attach String or Ribbon: Cut a length of string or ribbon, and glue one
end to the top of the star for hanging.

3. Let it Dry: Allow the ornament to dry completely before hanging it on your
tree or displaying it.

Tips for Success

Creating Scandinavian star ornaments can be a fun and rewarding experience.
Here are some tips to ensure your success:

- Practice Weaving: If you're new to weaving, practice with scrap paper
before using your final strips.
- Try Different Sizes: Experiment with different strip lengths and widths to
create various star sizes.
- Use Double-Sided Paper: This adds depth and interest, especially when the
star is viewed from different angles.
- Involve Family and Friends: Making ornaments can be a fun group activity,
especially during the holiday season.

Variations on the Traditional Star

Once you’ve mastered the basic woven star, you can explore various variations
and designs.

Layered Stars

- Create multiple stars in different sizes, then layer them on top of each
other. This adds dimension and visual interest to your decoration.

Different Shapes

- Try making stars with more or fewer points. For example, a four-point star
can be a beautiful alternative to the traditional eight-point design.



Incorporate Other Materials

- Use materials like felt or fabric to create a softer version of the star.
This can be especially beautiful for window displays.

Conclusion

Making Scandinavian star ornaments is not only a delightful craft but also a
way to embrace and celebrate the rich traditions of Nordic culture. By
following these detailed Scandinavian star ornament instructions, you can
create stunning decorations that will enhance your holiday festivities.
Whether you choose to make a simple flat star or a complex woven design,
these ornaments are sure to bring warmth and charm into your home during the
holiday season. So gather your materials, invite some friends or family, and
start crafting your own beautiful Scandinavian stars!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a Scandinavian star
ornament?
To make a Scandinavian star ornament, you will need strips of paper
(typically 1 cm wide), scissors, a ruler, a pencil, and glue or tape.

How do I start folding the paper strips for the
Scandinavian star?
Begin by cutting your paper into strips. Take one strip and fold it in half
to create a crease. This will help you align the other strips accurately.

What is the traditional color scheme for
Scandinavian star ornaments?
Traditional Scandinavian star ornaments often use red and white or gold and
white colors, but you can use any color combination that fits your holiday
decor.

Are there specific patterns I should follow when
weaving the strips?
Yes, there is a specific weaving pattern for the Scandinavian star.
Typically, you will alternate the strips over and under each other, following
a diagonal pattern to create the star shape.



How do I hang the Scandinavian star ornament once
it's finished?
Once your Scandinavian star ornament is complete, you can attach a piece of
string or ribbon through a small loop at the top of the star for hanging.

Can I use different materials instead of paper for
making Scandinavian stars?
Yes, you can use thin fabric, felt, or even thin wood veneer for making
Scandinavian star ornaments, but ensure the material is flexible enough for
weaving.
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