
schmemann for the life of the world

Schmemann for the Life of the World is a seminal work by Alexander Schmemann,
a prominent Eastern Orthodox theologian and liturgical scholar. This book
delves into the relationship between liturgy, theology, and the everyday life
of believers. Schmemann emphasizes that the liturgy is not merely a ritual
performed within the confines of a church but is integral to the
understanding of the world and humanity's place within it. Through his
exploration, Schmemann articulates a vision of the Christian life that
bridges the sacred and the secular, urging believers to see the divine
presence in all aspects of life.

Background of Alexander Schmemann

Alexander Schmemann was born in 1921 in Estonia and later moved to France,
where he became a part of the émigré Orthodox community. He eventually
settled in the United States, where he served as a professor at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. His works often reflect a deep
engagement with the liturgical traditions of the Orthodox Church, as well as
a keen understanding of contemporary existential and theological issues.
Schmemann’s scholarship is marked by a desire to make the rich traditions of
the Orthodox faith accessible and relevant to modern believers.

The Purpose of Liturgical Life

In "For the Life of the World," Schmemann articulates the idea that
liturgical life is essential for understanding the purpose of human
existence. He posits that the liturgy is a manifestation of God's creation
and redemption, serving several key functions:

1. Transcendence: The liturgy connects believers with the transcendent
reality of God, lifting them beyond the mundane.
2. Thanksgiving: The central act of the liturgy is Eucharistic, emphasizing
gratitude for God's gifts and creation.
3. Community: Liturgy fosters a sense of belonging and community among
believers, reinforcing the Church as the body of Christ.

Schmemann argues that through active participation in the liturgy, believers
can gain a deeper understanding of their faith and their role in the world.

The Nature of the Liturgy

Schmemann emphasizes that the liturgy is not simply a set of rituals or
ceremonies; rather, it is a profound encounter with the divine. He describes
several aspects of the liturgy that highlight its significance:

1. The Liturgy as Revelation

The liturgy is a means through which God reveals Himself to humanity. It is a



space where believers can experience the fullness of God’s love and grace.
Schmemann notes that every element of the liturgical service, from the
readings to the Eucharist, serves as a reminder of God’s presence and action
in the world.

2. The Liturgy and Creation

Schmemann views the liturgy as a celebration of creation. He suggests that
the act of worship acknowledges the goodness of the world and the divine
order established by God. The liturgy is a reminder that creation is not
merely a backdrop for human existence but is itself a sacred reality filled
with meaning and purpose.

3. The Liturgy and Redemption

The liturgy is also central to the Christian understanding of redemption. In
the Eucharist, believers partake in the body and blood of Christ, affirming
their connection to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Schmemann
argues that this participation is not only a personal experience of grace but
also a communal act that unites the Church across time and space.

The Impact of the Liturgy on Life

Schmemann's insights extend beyond the walls of the church, proposing that
the liturgical life has profound implications for how believers interact with
the world. He encourages readers to consider the following aspects:

1. Integration of Faith and Life

Schmemann advocates for a holistic understanding of faith that integrates
liturgical practice with daily living. He challenges the notion that
spirituality is confined to church attendance and stresses that the liturgy
should inform all aspects of life, including work, family, and community
engagement.

2. The Role of the Laity

In "For the Life of the World," Schmemann emphasizes the active role of the
laity in the liturgical life of the Church. He argues that all believers are
called to participate in the life of the Church, not just the clergy. This
participation enriches the liturgical experience and strengthens the communal
aspect of worship.

3. Witness to the World

The liturgical life serves as a witness to the world, demonstrating the



transformative power of faith. Schmemann believes that when believers live
out their liturgical experience in the world, they reflect the love and grace
of God. This witness can be a powerful force for change, drawing others to
the beauty of the faith.

The Contemporary Relevance of Schmemann’s
Theology

In an age characterized by secularism and disconnection from traditions,
Schmemann’s insights remain particularly relevant. His call for a re-
engagement with the liturgical life challenges contemporary believers to
reconsider their relationship with worship and the world.

1. Revitalizing Worship

Many churches today seek to revitalize their worship practices. Schmemann’s
emphasis on the importance of the liturgy can inspire congregations to deepen
their understanding of worship as an encounter with God, rather than merely a
series of activities. This revitalization can foster a more profound
spiritual experience for believers.

2. Addressing Existential Questions

In a world filled with existential questions and uncertainties, Schmemann’s
exploration of the meaning of life through the lens of liturgy provides a
framework for understanding human existence. His work encourages believers to
seek answers within the context of their faith and participation in the
Church.

3. Building Community

Schmemann’s focus on the communal aspect of the liturgy serves as a reminder
of the importance of community in the Christian life. In a time when
individualism is prevalent, his theology invites believers to engage with one
another, fostering relationships that reflect the love of Christ.

Conclusion

Alexander Schmemann’s "For the Life of the World" offers a profound
exploration of the relationship between liturgy and everyday life. Through
his insights, believers are encouraged to view the liturgy as a central
aspect of their faith, one that reveals the divine presence in the world and
invites them to live out their faith in all areas of life. Schmemann’s work
remains a vital resource for those seeking to deepen their understanding of
Orthodox theology and its implications for contemporary existence. As
believers engage with his teachings, they are called to participate fully in
the liturgical life, fostering a deeper connection with God, one another, and



the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'For the Life of the
World' by Alexander Schmemann?

The central theme of 'For the Life of the World' is the connection between
liturgy, life, and the world, emphasizing how the Eucharist is a source of
spiritual nourishment and a means of engaging with the world.

How does Schmemann view the relationship between the
church and the world?

Schmemann argues that the church is not separate from the world but is called
to transform it through the divine grace experienced in the liturgy, thereby
making the world a sacrament of God's presence.

What does Schmemann mean by 'sacramentality' in his
book?

In 'For the Life of the World', Schmemann describes sacramentality as the
idea that the material world is infused with divine significance, and that
ordinary elements can become vehicles of grace when approached with the right
understanding.

In what way does Schmemann address the concept of
modernity?

Schmemann critiques modernity for its tendency to secularize and isolate
aspects of life from spirituality, advocating instead for a holistic approach
where faith is integrated into every dimension of existence.

What role does the Eucharist play in Schmemann's
theology?

The Eucharist is central to Schmemann's theology, seen as the ultimate
expression of communion with God and a means through which believers
participate in the divine life and mission in the world.

How does Schmemann interpret the notion of 'life' in
his writings?

Schmemann interprets 'life' as a dynamic relationship with God that
encompasses all creation, calling believers to recognize and celebrate the
divine presence in everyday life through worship and action.

What impact has 'For the Life of the World' had on



contemporary Orthodox thought?

The book has significantly influenced contemporary Orthodox thought by
revitalizing discussions on liturgy, sacramentality, and the church's mission
in the world, encouraging a more engaged and holistic faith practice.

How does Schmemann relate liturgy to the foundation
of Christian life?

Schmemann posits that liturgy is the foundation of Christian life, as it
shapes the believer's understanding of reality, integrates faith with daily
existence, and fosters a community that lives out gospel values.

What challenges does Schmemann identify regarding the
practice of faith in the modern world?

Schmemann identifies challenges such as the secularization of society, the
compartmentalization of life, and a diminished sense of the sacred, urging
the need for a renewed vision of faith that permeates all aspects of life.
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