
science museum minnesota hours
Science Museum Minnesota hours are an essential consideration for anyone planning a
visit to this renowned educational institution. Located in Saint Paul, Minnesota, the Science
Museum of Minnesota offers a plethora of exhibits, IMAX films, and interactive experiences
that make it a perfect destination for families, school groups, and science enthusiasts.
Knowing the operating hours can enhance your visit, ensuring you make the most of your
time exploring the incredible world of science.

Understanding the Operating Hours

When planning a visit to the Science Museum of Minnesota, it’s crucial to be aware of their
hours of operation. The museum typically operates year-round, but specific hours may vary
based on the day of the week, special events, or holidays.

Regular Hours

The general hours of operation for the Science Museum of Minnesota are as follows:

Monday to Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Sunday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

These hours can provide you with a good baseline for planning your visit, but it’s always
best to check the museum’s official website or contact them directly for the most up-to-
date information.

Special Hours and Seasonal Variations

During certain periods of the year, the Science Museum of Minnesota may adjust their
hours to accommodate holidays or special events. Here are some key times to consider:

- Holiday Hours: The museum may open later or close earlier on holidays such as
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.
- Extended Summer Hours: In the summer months, the museum might extend its hours to
allow for more visitors, especially during peak vacation times.
- Special Events: Check the calendar for any special exhibits or events that might affect
regular operating hours.



Planning Your Visit

To ensure a smooth experience when visiting the Science Museum of Minnesota, here are
several tips to consider:

Check for Special Exhibitions

The Science Museum frequently hosts special exhibitions that may require timed tickets or
have specific viewing hours. Always check ahead to see if any temporary exhibits will
coincide with your visit.

Purchase Tickets in Advance

To save time and ensure entry, consider purchasing your tickets online before your visit.
This is especially recommended during busy times, such as weekends and holidays.

Know the Best Times to Visit

While the museum can be busy, certain times of the week are generally quieter:

- Weekdays: Visiting on a Tuesday or Wednesday can provide a more relaxed experience.
- Earlier Hours: Arriving right when the museum opens can help you avoid crowds,
especially in popular exhibits.

Exhibits and Attractions

The Science Museum of Minnesota is home to a variety of fascinating exhibits that cater to
visitors of all ages. Here’s a glimpse of what you can expect:

Permanent Exhibits

- Dinosaurs and Fossils: A must-see for any dinosaur enthusiast, this exhibit features
impressive skeletons and interactive displays.
- Human Body: An exploration of human anatomy, this exhibit provides insights into how
our bodies function, complete with hands-on activities.
- Science Lab: A space dedicated to experimental science where visitors can engage in
various scientific activities.



IMAX Theatre

The museum also features an IMAX theatre that showcases a range of educational films.
The schedule for IMAX shows is separate from the museum hours, so be sure to check the
showtimes when planning your visit.

Accessibility and Amenities

The Science Museum of Minnesota is committed to providing an accessible experience for
all visitors. Here are some key points regarding accessibility and amenities:

Accessibility Features

- Wheelchair Access: The museum is fully accessible for visitors with mobility challenges.
Wheelchairs are available for loan at no extra charge.
- Assistance for the Hearing and Visually Impaired: The museum offers assistive listening
devices and guided tours for those with sensory impairments.

Amenities Available on Site

- Cafeteria and Dining Options: The museum features a cafeteria with various dining options
to satisfy all tastes.
- Gift Shop: Don’t forget to stop by the gift shop for unique science-themed souvenirs and
educational materials.

Visitor Guidelines

To help maintain a safe and enjoyable environment, the Science Museum of Minnesota has
established several visitor guidelines:

General Conduct

- Respect Other Visitors: Keeping noise levels down and being considerate of others is
encouraged.
- Food and Drink Policies: Food and drinks are only allowed in designated areas.

Health and Safety Measures



Post-pandemic, the museum may have specific health guidelines in place, such as mask
mandates or social distancing protocols. Be sure to check for any current health
recommendations prior to your visit.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding the Science Museum Minnesota hours is crucial for
planning a successful visit. With regular hours, special events, and a multitude of exhibits
to explore, your experience can be both educational and enjoyable. Remember to check for
any changes in hours, consider purchasing tickets in advance, and take advantage of the
museum’s many amenities. Whether you’re a local resident or visiting from out of town, the
Science Museum of Minnesota is a destination that promises to inspire curiosity and a love
for science in everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the regular hours of the Science Museum of
Minnesota?
The Science Museum of Minnesota is typically open from 10 AM to 5 PM, but hours may
vary on weekends and holidays.

Does the Science Museum of Minnesota have extended
hours during special events?
Yes, the Science Museum may have extended hours during special exhibitions or events.
It's best to check their official website for current schedules.

Is the Science Museum of Minnesota open on holidays?
The Science Museum of Minnesota is closed on certain holidays, such as Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Check the website for specific holiday hours.

Are there any days when admission is free at the
Science Museum of Minnesota?
The Science Museum of Minnesota occasionally offers free admission days, typically during
community events. Visit their website for the latest updates.

What time does the Science Museum of Minnesota close
on weekends?
On weekends, the Science Museum of Minnesota usually closes at 5 PM, but it's advisable
to verify if there are any changes.



Can I visit the Science Museum of Minnesota later in the
day?
Yes, you can visit the Science Museum of Minnesota until closing time, but be aware of the
last entry times for exhibits and shows.

Are there any special hours for school groups at the
Science Museum of Minnesota?
Yes, the Science Museum of Minnesota may have special hours for school groups, usually
during weekdays. It's best to contact them in advance.

What are the COVID-19 hours for the Science Museum
of Minnesota?
COVID-19 hours may differ from regular hours. Always check the museum's website or
contact them for the most current information regarding health and safety protocols.

Is there a specific time when the Science Museum of
Minnesota is least crowded?
Typically, weekdays and early mornings are less crowded at the Science Museum of
Minnesota. Visiting during these times may enhance your experience.

How can I find out about any changes to the Science
Museum of Minnesota's hours?
To stay updated on any changes to the hours of the Science Museum of Minnesota,
regularly check their official website or follow them on social media.
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