
science of identity foundation cult

Science of Identity Foundation Cult is a term that has been used to describe a controversial group that

emerged from the teachings of A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder of the International

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON). The foundation is often associated with the broader

movement of Gaudiya Vaishnavism, but it has also attracted significant scrutiny and criticism, leading

many to label it as a cult. This article aims to explore the origins, beliefs, practices, controversies, and

impact of the Science of Identity Foundation.

Origins of the Science of Identity Foundation

The Science of Identity Foundation (SIF) was established in the 1970s by a group of followers of A.C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. The group's founder, Dr. John E. D. G. (known as "Kirtanananda

Swami"), was a prominent figure within the ISKCON community. However, he later sought to

distinguish his teachings from those of ISKCON, leading to the formation of the SIF.

Key Figures

1. Kirtanananda Swami: A prominent leader in the early years of the movement, his teachings and

practices became the foundation for the SIF.

2. Other Leaders: Over the years, various other leaders have emerged, each contributing to the

foundation's growth and direction.

Philosophical Influences

The SIF draws heavily from Gaudiya Vaishnavism, which emphasizes devotion to Lord Krishna. Key



philosophical influences include:

- Bhakti Yoga: The path of devotion as a means to attain spiritual realization.

- Vedic Texts: The teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam serve as primary texts for

the foundation’s teachings.

Beliefs and Practices

The Science of Identity Foundation holds a unique set of beliefs and practices that distinguish it from

mainstream Hinduism and other spiritual movements.

Core Beliefs

1. Identity as Spiritual Beings: Central to SIF's philosophy is the belief that individuals are eternal

spiritual beings (atmas) who have become entangled in material existence.

2. Reincarnation: SIF adheres to the belief in reincarnation, where the soul is reborn in various forms

based on karma.

3. Devotional Service: Engaging in devotional practices, such as chanting the Hare Krishna mantra, is

essential for spiritual advancement.

Practices

The foundation encourages a range of practices aimed at fostering spiritual growth:

- Chanting: Members engage in regular chanting of the Hare Krishna mantra, often as a communal

activity.

- Meditation: Meditation is emphasized as a means to connect with the divine and understand one's



true identity.

- Study: Regular study of Vedic texts is encouraged to deepen understanding and commitment.

Controversies Surrounding the Science of Identity Foundation

The Science of Identity Foundation has faced numerous controversies that have led to its classification

by some as a cult.

Accusations of Cult Behavior

1. Authoritarian Leadership: Critics argue that the SIF exhibits authoritarian tendencies, with leaders

making unilateral decisions without input from members.

2. Isolation: Members are sometimes encouraged to isolate themselves from non-believers, which can

lead to disconnection from family and friends.

3. Financial Exploitation: There have been allegations that members are pressured to donate

significant sums of money to the organization.

Legal Issues

The SIF has faced legal challenges, particularly during the time of Kirtanananda Swami, who was

imprisoned for his involvement in criminal activities, including conspiracy and racketeering. This has

raised concerns about the ethical practices within the organization.

Impact on Members

The impact of the Science of Identity Foundation on its members is profound and multifaceted.



Positive Aspects

1. Spiritual Growth: Many members report significant spiritual growth and a sense of community

through their involvement with the SIF.

2. Support System: The foundation provides a support system for individuals seeking a deeper

understanding of spirituality and identity.

Negative Aspects

1. Loss of Autonomy: Some former members report feeling a loss of personal autonomy and difficulty

reintegrating into society after leaving the group.

2. Emotional Distress: The pressure to conform to group norms can lead to emotional distress among

members.

Comparisons with Other Groups

The Science of Identity Foundation can be compared to other religious and spiritual movements in

terms of beliefs, practices, and controversies.

Similar Groups

1. International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON): Although the SIF originated from

ISKCON, it has diverged in beliefs and practices.

2. Other New Religious Movements: Like many new religious movements, the SIF exhibits both

communal living and strong leadership structures, leading to similar criticisms.



Differences from Mainstream Hinduism

- Focus on Identity: The SIF places a stronger emphasis on the concept of identity as spiritual beings

compared to mainstream Hindu practices.

- Unique Practices: While mainstream Hinduism encompasses a wide range of beliefs and practices,

the SIF has a more defined set of rituals and communal activities.

Conclusion

The Science of Identity Foundation remains a controversial entity within the landscape of spiritual

movements. Its unique beliefs and practices, rooted in Gaudiya Vaishnavism, have attracted followers

seeking deeper spiritual understanding. However, the controversies surrounding its leadership, financial

practices, and the impact on members have led to significant scrutiny and criticism. As with any

spiritual organization, potential members should approach with caution and conduct thorough research

to understand the implications of their involvement. The legacy of the Science of Identity Foundation

continues to evolve, reflecting broader trends in spirituality, identity, and community in the modern

world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Science of Identity Foundation (SIF)?

The Science of Identity Foundation is a spiritual organization that promotes the teachings of

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, focusing on the philosophy of self-realization and the practice of

devotional service.



Is the Science of Identity Foundation considered a cult?

While some critics label the Science of Identity Foundation as a cult due to its strict teachings and

practices, supporters argue that it is a legitimate spiritual organization that fosters personal growth and

community.

What are the core beliefs of the Science of Identity Foundation?

Core beliefs include the understanding of the self as eternal and spiritual, the importance of devotion

to God, and the practice of chanting mantras for spiritual enlightenment.

How does the Science of Identity Foundation differ from mainstream

religions?

SIF places a strong emphasis on personal spiritual experiences and practices, often incorporating

elements of Eastern spirituality, which may differ from the doctrines of mainstream religions.

What practices are encouraged by the Science of Identity Foundation?

Practices include meditation, chanting, reading scripture, and engaging in community service, aimed at

fostering a deeper connection with the divine and self-awareness.

Are there any controversies associated with the Science of Identity

Foundation?

Yes, the SIF has faced controversies related to allegations of authoritarian leadership, isolationist

community practices, and the emotional impact of its teachings on members.

What is the community structure like within the Science of Identity

Foundation?

The community structure often resembles that of a close-knit family, with a focus on communal living



and support among members, creating a sense of belonging and shared purpose.
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