
se hinton that was then this is now movie
se hinton that was then this is now movie has captivated audiences with its portrayal of youth,
change, and the complexities of growing up. Based on S.E. Hinton’s novel, the story explores themes
of friendship, betrayal, and maturity, resonating with readers and viewers alike. The movie adaptation
brought these elements to life, offering a visual and emotional representation of the characters and
their evolving relationships. This article delves into the origins of the story, the details of the film
adaptation, and its cultural impact. Whether you’re a fan of the book or curious about the cinematic
version, this comprehensive overview covers all essential aspects of the se hinton that was then this
is now movie. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the exploration of this topic.
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Overview of S.E. Hinton's Novel
The se hinton that was then this is now movie is based on the novel written by S.E. Hinton, who is
renowned for her impactful young adult fiction. Written as a sequel to her earlier work, "That Was
Then, This Is Now" captures the transition from adolescence to adulthood, emphasizing the struggles
and changes that define this period. The book was originally published in 1971 and has since become
a staple in young adult literature.

Author Background
S.E. Hinton, whose full name is Susan Eloise Hinton, gained fame for writing novels that realistically
depict teenage life and issues. Her unique storytelling voice and authentic characters have earned her
critical acclaim and a dedicated readership. "That Was Then, This Is Now" is one of her notable works,
following the lives of two boys growing apart as they confront the realities of their world.

Significance of the Novel
The novel’s significance lies in its honest portrayal of friendship, social challenges, and personal
growth. It addresses themes like loyalty, change, and the impact of environment on youth behavior.
This foundation made the story an ideal candidate for a film adaptation that could visually represent



the emotional depth and tensions experienced by the characters.

Plot Summary of the Movie
The se hinton that was then this is now movie closely follows the narrative arc of the novel, bringing
the story to life through dramatic storytelling and character development. The plot centers on two
childhood friends, Bryon and Mark, whose relationship is tested by their differing paths as they grow
older.

Main Storyline
Set in the 1960s, the movie begins with Bryon and Mark as inseparable friends who share a carefree
youth. However, as they face new social pressures and personal decisions, their bond begins to
fracture. Bryon starts to mature and question the values he once held, while Mark becomes involved
in darker activities. Their diverging paths highlight themes of change and the loss of innocence.

Key Events

Mark's increasing involvement with drugs and delinquency

Bryon's struggle to reconcile his loyalty with his moral compass

Conflicts with family and authority figures

The eventual confrontation that tests their friendship

These events are pivotal in illustrating the emotional and social dynamics that drive the story forward.

Cast and Characters
The se hinton that was then this is now movie features a talented cast that brings authenticity to the
complex characters. The casting choices were critical in portraying the nuanced relationships and
emotional struggles central to the story.

Leading Roles

Bryon Douglas – The protagonist who faces moral dilemmas and personal growth.

Mark Jennings – Bryon's best friend whose choices lead him down a troubled path.

Other key characters – Supporting roles that include family members, friends, and
antagonists who influence the protagonists’ journeys.



Character Development
Throughout the movie, Bryon evolves from a carefree youth to a more reflective individual, while
Mark's character serves as a cautionary tale about choices and consequences. The chemistry
between actors helps convey the tension and emotional depth of their fractured friendship.

Production and Direction
The making of the se hinton that was then this is now movie involved careful planning to faithfully
adapt the novel's tone and themes. Direction, screenplay, and production all contributed to the film’s
ability to capture the essence of the original work.

Director’s Vision
The director approached the film with the intent to remain true to the novel's realistic portrayal of
youth. Emphasis was placed on character-driven storytelling, with an aim to highlight the emotional
conflicts and social context of the 1960s setting. This vision resulted in a movie that balances drama
with authenticity.

Filming Locations and Cinematography
Filming took place in locations that reflected the era and environment described in the book. The
cinematography uses natural lighting and period-appropriate settings to immerse viewers in the time
period. These elements enhance the storytelling by providing a believable backdrop for the
characters’ experiences.

Themes and Symbolism
The se hinton that was then this is now movie is rich with themes and symbolism that deepen its
narrative impact. These aspects contribute to the story’s enduring relevance and emotional
resonance.

Major Themes

Friendship and Betrayal: The evolving relationship between Bryon and Mark illustrates the
fragile nature of friendship amid changing circumstances.

Coming of Age: The characters’ journeys reflect the uncertainties and challenges of
transitioning from adolescence to adulthood.

Social Environment: The impact of family, community, and societal pressures is a constant



force shaping the characters’ decisions.

Morality and Consequences: The story explores how choices affect individuals and those
around them.

Symbolic Elements
The film uses visual motifs and narrative devices to symbolize themes of change and loss. For
instance, the contrasting settings and costumes highlight the characters’ diverging paths, while
recurring imagery underscores the tension between innocence and experience.

Reception and Legacy
Upon its release, the se hinton that was then this is now movie received attention for its faithful
adaptation and compelling performances. It holds a place in the canon of young adult film
adaptations, reflecting broader cultural conversations about adolescence and identity.

Critical Reception
Critics praised the movie for its thoughtful approach to complex themes and the strength of its cast.
Some noted its success in capturing the novel’s emotional depth, while others highlighted the
cinematic portrayal of 1960s youth culture. The film has been lauded for maintaining the spirit of S.E.
Hinton’s writing.

Cultural Impact
The movie contributed to ongoing interest in S.E. Hinton’s work and the genre of young adult drama.
It has been used in educational settings to discuss themes of friendship, decision-making, and social
issues. The story’s relevance continues to resonate with new generations of viewers and readers.

Legacy in Young Adult Media

Influenced subsequent adaptations of S.E. Hinton’s novels

Helped establish a standard for realistic portrayal of teenage experiences in film

Encouraged discussions about youth culture and societal pressures in the 20th century



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'That Was Then, This Is Now' movie about?
'That Was Then, This Is Now' is a coming-of-age drama film based on S.E. Hinton's novel, focusing on
the complex friendship between two teenage boys as they navigate growing up and facing personal
challenges.

Who directed the movie 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?
The movie 'That Was Then, This Is Now' was directed by Christopher Cain.

Is 'That Was Then, This Is Now' movie faithful to S.E. Hinton's
book?
The movie follows the main plot and themes of S.E. Hinton's novel but includes some changes and
omissions typical of book-to-film adaptations.

When was the movie 'That Was Then, This Is Now' released?
The movie was released in 1985.

Who are the main actors in 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?
The main actors include Emilio Estevez as Mark and Craig Sheffer as Bryon.

Did S.E. Hinton have any involvement in the making of the
movie?
S.E. Hinton was not directly involved in the production of the movie but her novel served as the
source material.

How does 'That Was Then, This Is Now' compare to other S.E.
Hinton adaptations?
Like other adaptations of S.E. Hinton's work, the movie captures themes of youth, friendship, and
social issues, but it is less well-known compared to adaptations like 'The Outsiders.'

Where can I watch 'That Was Then, This Is Now' movie?
The movie is available on various streaming platforms and may also be found on DVD or for digital
purchase through services like Amazon or iTunes.

What are the main themes explored in 'That Was Then, This Is



Now'?
The film explores themes such as friendship, loyalty, growing up, change, and the struggles of
adolescence.

Additional Resources
1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
This classic novel follows the story of Ponyboy Curtis, a member of the Greasers, a group of working-
class teens who struggle against the wealthier Socs. The book explores themes of friendship, loyalty,
and social class conflict. It was famously adapted into a movie directed by Francis Ford Coppola.

2. That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton
Set in the same universe as The Outsiders, this novel centers on two friends, Bryon and Mark, as they
navigate the challenges of adolescence and changing relationships. The book delves into themes of
growth, betrayal, and the harsh realities of life. It was adapted into a film in 1985, starring Emilio
Estevez.

3. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton
This novel tells the story of Rusty-James, a teenager struggling to live up to the legacy of his older
brother, the Motorcycle Boy. The story focuses on themes of identity, family, and the search for
meaning in a turbulent world. The book was also adapted into a movie directed by Francis Ford
Coppola.

4. Taming the Star Runner by S.E. Hinton
This coming-of-age story follows Travis, a rebellious teenager sent to live on his grandfather’s ranch
after causing trouble at school. There, he finds solace and growth through his relationship with a wild
horse called the Star Runner. The novel explores themes of redemption, self-discovery, and personal
responsibility.

5. Tex by S.E. Hinton
Tex and his brother Mason face challenges growing up in rural Oklahoma after their father leaves
them. The story touches on themes of family bonds, loyalty, and the struggles of youth in a changing
world. The novel was adapted into a film starring Matt Dillon.

6. The Puppy Sister by S.E. Hinton
A departure from her usual teen drama, this book tells the story of a girl named Jilly and her unusual
new "sister," a puppy who behaves like a human child. It explores themes of family, acceptance, and
the bond between humans and animals. It’s a heartwarming tale for younger readers.

7. Hawkes Harbor by S.E. Hinton
This novel blends mystery and supernatural elements as it follows a young man named Jamie
Sommers who inherits a mysterious estate in a small town. The story explores themes of identity,
destiny, and the supernatural’s influence on human lives. It’s a darker, more mature work compared
to Hinton’s earlier novels.

8. Big David, Little David by S.E. Hinton
A children's novel about two brothers, one big and one little, who learn important life lessons through
their adventures and relationship. The book addresses themes of family, growth, and understanding
differences. It offers a gentle and accessible story for younger audiences.



9. Some of Tim’s Stories by S.E. Hinton
A collection of short stories written by Hinton under the pseudonym Tim, these tales explore various
aspects of youth, struggle, and human nature. The stories provide insight into Hinton’s range as a
writer beyond her well-known novels. They offer thought-provoking narratives suitable for teens and
adults alike.
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