
secret of my success cast
secret of my success cast has been a topic of interest for movie enthusiasts and fans of classic
1980s comedies alike. This 1987 film, directed by Herbert Ross, features a talented ensemble cast
that brought the story of ambition, corporate intrigue, and personal growth to life. Understanding
the secret of my success cast not only involves recognizing the actors but also appreciating their
roles and contributions to the overall narrative. This article will delve into the key members of the
secret of my success cast, their characters, and the impact they had on the film's success.
Additionally, insights into the production background and notable performances will be covered to
provide a comprehensive overview. Whether you are revisiting the movie or exploring it for the first
time, this guide offers valuable information on the secret of my success cast and related details.
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Main Cast Members of Secret of My Success
The secret of my success cast is headlined by several prominent actors who were instrumental in
shaping the film's dynamic and entertaining storyline. These main cast members brought unique
qualities to their characters, creating a memorable cinematic experience that has endured over time.

Michael J. Fox as Brantley Foster/Carlton Whitfield
Michael J. Fox plays the dual role of Brantley Foster, a young and ambitious college graduate, and
his alter ego, Carlton Whitfield, a fabricated executive persona. Fox’s performance captures the
charm and wit necessary for the film’s comedic and dramatic elements. His portrayal is central to
the plot, as Brantley navigates the corporate world while maintaining his secret identity.

Helen Slater as Christy Wills
Helen Slater stars as Christy Wills, the dedicated and intelligent assistant to the company’s CEO.
Her character develops a complex relationship with Brantley, adding depth to the film’s romantic
subplot. Slater’s performance balances professionalism and vulnerability, making Christy a relatable
and integral part of the story.



Richard Jordan as Howard Prescott
Richard Jordan plays Howard Prescott, the ambitious and somewhat ruthless CEO of Pemrose
Corporation. Jordan’s portrayal adds a layer of corporate tension and conflict, which drives much of
the film’s narrative. His character’s interactions with Brantley create suspense and humor, essential
to the movie’s tone.

Character Descriptions and Roles
Understanding the secret of my success cast involves an in-depth look at the characters they portray
and their significance within the film’s storyline. Each character contributes to the themes of
ambition, deception, and personal growth.

Brantley Foster’s Dual Identity
Brantley Foster’s character is central to the film’s plot. After moving to New York City, Brantley
struggles to find a job but ingeniously creates a false identity as Carlton Whitfield, a high-ranking
executive. This dual identity allows him to navigate corporate politics while testing his own abilities
and ethics.

Christy Wills’ Role as Confidante and Love Interest
Christy Wills serves as both a confidante and eventual love interest for Brantley. Her character is
portrayed as smart and resourceful, often providing Brantley with advice and support. The evolving
dynamic between Christy and Brantley adds emotional depth to the otherwise comedic film.

Howard Prescott’s Antagonistic Presence
Howard Prescott embodies the archetype of a corporate antagonist. His character’s manipulative
tactics and power struggles create obstacles for Brantley, heightening the film’s dramatic tension.
Prescott’s presence is vital in illustrating the challenges of corporate America during the 1980s.

Supporting Cast and Special Appearances
Beyond the main leads, the secret of my success cast includes several supporting actors who enrich
the story and contribute memorable performances. These characters help build the corporate
environment and add layers to the plot.

Supporting Characters

Fred Gwynne as Uncle Pat



Penelope Ann Miller as Vera Prescott

John Pankow as David Owings

Denis Leary as Chuck

Mercedes Ruehl as Ms. Millard

These actors support the narrative by portraying colleagues, family members, and other figures who
influence Brantley’s journey. Their performances add authenticity and nuance to the film’s depiction
of corporate and personal relationships.

Behind the Scenes: Casting and Production
The casting process of the secret of my success cast was critical to the film’s overall effectiveness.
Director Herbert Ross and the casting team sought actors who could blend comedic timing with
dramatic depth. The chemistry among the cast members was a key factor in the film’s positive
reception.

Casting Choices and Actor Selection
Michael J. Fox was chosen for his rising star power and proven ability to handle both comedy and
drama. Helen Slater’s casting brought a fresh and engaging presence, while Richard Jordan added
gravitas to the corporate antagonist role. The supporting cast was selected to complement the leads
and create a believable corporate milieu.

Production Insights
Filming took place primarily in New York City, adding authenticity to the corporate setting. The
production team worked closely with the cast to develop character dynamics and ensure that the
performances aligned with the film’s tone. The secret of my success cast’s collaborative effort was
instrumental in bringing the script to life.

Impact and Legacy of the Cast
The secret of my success cast has left a lasting impression on audiences and film history. Their
collective performances contributed to the movie’s status as a beloved 1980s comedy and a cultural
touchstone for stories about ambition and corporate life.

Cultural Impact
The film and its cast captured the spirit of the 1980s corporate boom, reflecting societal themes of
ambition and identity. Michael J. Fox’s portrayal of Brantley Foster remains one of his iconic roles,



while Helen Slater and Richard Jordan’s performances continue to be recognized for their depth and
nuance.

Career Highlights Post-Film
Many members of the secret of my success cast went on to have successful careers in film and
television. Michael J. Fox, in particular, became a household name with subsequent roles in hit TV
shows and movies. The film is often cited in retrospectives of their careers as a significant early
work.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main cast members of the movie 'Secret of My
Success'?
The main cast of 'Secret of My Success' includes Michael J. Fox, Helen Slater, Richard Jordan, and
Margaret Whitton.

Which actor played the lead role in 'Secret of My Success'?
Michael J. Fox played the lead role of Brantley Foster/Carlton Whitfield in 'Secret of My Success.'

Did any famous actors have supporting roles in 'Secret of My
Success'?
Yes, actors like John Pankow and Fred Gwynne had supporting roles in 'Secret of My Success.'

Was 'Secret of My Success' Michael J. Fox's only movie in the
1980s?
No, Michael J. Fox starred in several movies in the 1980s, including 'Back to the Future' and 'Teen
Wolf,' in addition to 'Secret of My Success.'

Who played the female lead opposite Michael J. Fox in 'Secret
of My Success'?
Helen Slater played the female lead, Christy Wills, opposite Michael J. Fox in 'Secret of My Success.'

Is there a notable cameo or guest appearance in the 'Secret of
My Success' cast?
Fred Gwynne, known for 'The Munsters,' made a notable appearance as the character Howard
Prescott in 'Secret of My Success.'



Did any of the cast members of 'Secret of My Success' go on to
have significant careers in Hollywood?
Yes, Michael J. Fox continued to have a highly successful career in film and television, becoming one
of the most popular actors of the 1980s and beyond.

Who directed 'Secret of My Success' and did any cast members
collaborate frequently with the director?
Herbert Ross directed 'Secret of My Success.' While there are no widely known frequent
collaborations between him and the main cast, he was a renowned director known for working with
various top actors.

Additional Resources
1. Behind the Scenes of "Secret of My Success": The Cast's Journey
This book offers an in-depth look at the actors who brought the 1987 film "Secret of My Success" to
life. Through interviews and personal anecdotes, readers get to know the cast's experiences during
filming, their career trajectories, and how the movie influenced their lives. It’s a must-read for fans
wanting to explore the human side of this iconic comedy.

2. Michael J. Fox: From Teen Idol to Hollywood Star
Focusing on the lead actor of "Secret of My Success," this biography chronicles Michael J. Fox’s rise
to fame. The book covers his early TV roles, including "Family Ties," his breakthrough in film, and
the challenges he faced with Parkinson’s disease. It highlights his resilience and dedication both on
and off screen.

3. Comedy in the 1980s: The Era of "Secret of My Success"
Explore the landscape of 1980s comedy films through this engaging read that places "Secret of My
Success" within the broader context of the decade. It examines the themes, humor styles, and
cultural influences that shaped the genre. Fans will appreciate the analysis of how these movies
reflected and influenced society.

4. The Art of Corporate Satire: Films Like "Secret of My Success"
This book delves into movies that humorously critique corporate culture, with "Secret of My
Success" as a central example. It discusses how filmmakers use satire to expose office politics,
ambition, and workplace dynamics. Readers gain insight into the social commentary embedded in
these entertaining stories.

5. Helen Slater: The Life and Career of a Versatile Actress
Highlighting the actress who played Christy Wills in "Secret of My Success," this biography explores
Helen Slater’s diverse roles in film, television, and theater. It details her early career, her
breakthrough performances, and her continued work in the arts. The book also touches on her
contributions behind the camera as a director and writer.

6. The Making of "Secret of My Success": A Production Story
Go behind the camera with this detailed account of the film’s production. From casting decisions to
location scouting and special effects, the book reveals the challenges and triumphs faced by the



crew. It’s an insightful read for those interested in filmmaking and the creative process.

7. 1980s Fashion and Style in "Secret of My Success"
This book explores the iconic fashion trends showcased in "Secret of My Success" and other 1980s
films. It analyzes how costumes helped define characters and set the mood of the era. Fashion
enthusiasts will enjoy the nostalgic look at power suits, hairstyles, and accessories that remain
influential today.

8. Success on Screen: Portraying Ambition in Film
Focusing on the theme of ambition, this book examines how movies like "Secret of My Success"
portray the pursuit of career advancement and personal goals. It discusses character development,
plot devices, and moral lessons. The analysis provides a deeper understanding of why stories about
success resonate with audiences.

9. Supporting Stars: The Ensemble Casts of 1980s Comedies
This book celebrates the talented supporting actors who enriched films like "Secret of My Success."
Through profiles and interviews, it highlights their contributions to the genre and their careers
beyond the spotlight. Readers gain appreciation for the ensemble dynamics that make these
comedies memorable.
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