
secret society hand signs

secret society hand signs have long fascinated historians, researchers, and the general
public alike. These symbolic gestures serve as covert signals used by various secretive
groups to communicate allegiance, convey messages, or assert identity without words.
From ancient fraternities to modern clandestine organizations, hand signs have played a
critical role in maintaining secrecy and exclusivity. This article explores the origins,
meanings, and examples of secret society hand signs, shedding light on their cultural
significance and the symbolism embedded within them. By understanding these signs, one
gains insight into the rituals and traditions that define secret societies worldwide. The
article will cover the history, common hand signs among prominent groups, the symbolism
behind them, and the role these signs play in contemporary secret societies.
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Common Secret Society Hand Signs and Their Meanings

Symbolism and Purpose Behind Hand Signs

Secret Society Hand Signs in Modern Contexts

History and Origins of Secret Society Hand Signs
The use of secret society hand signs dates back centuries, rooted in the need for discreet
communication among members of exclusive groups. Historically, secret societies emerged
for various reasons, including political influence, religious beliefs, or social bonding. These
groups developed unique gestures to identify one another and differentiate insiders from
outsiders. Many of these hand signs have origins in ancient civilizations, where symbolic
gestures were used in rituals and ceremonies to convey sacred meanings. Over time, these
signs evolved and became more complex, often passed down through initiation rites. The
tradition of secret hand signals reflects the human desire for connection, secrecy, and
identity within exclusive circles.

Ancient and Medieval Origins
Hand gestures have been part of secret or sacred communication since antiquity. Ancient
mystery schools, such as the Eleusinian Mysteries in Greece and the Egyptian priesthoods,
used specific gestures during rituals to denote spiritual concepts or to signal membership.
During the medieval period, guilds and brotherhoods adopted hand signs as marks of trust,
allowing members to recognize each other in times of danger or persecution. These signs
were often simple but carried layers of hidden meanings understood only by initiates.



Development Through the Renaissance and
Enlightenment
With the rise of fraternal organizations in the Renaissance and Enlightenment eras, secret
society hand signs became more formalized. Groups like the Freemasons introduced
complex handshakes and gestures as part of their elaborate initiation ceremonies. These
signs not only symbolized the values and teachings of the society but also served practical
functions in identifying fellow members discreetly. The proliferation of these societies in
Europe and later in America expanded the repertoire and significance of secret hand signs.

Common Secret Society Hand Signs and Their
Meanings
Throughout history, numerous secret societies have developed distinctive hand signs, each
with unique meanings and purposes. These gestures often encapsulate the core beliefs,
hierarchy, or rituals of the group. Understanding these signs requires knowledge of the
specific society’s traditions and symbolism. Below are some of the widely recognized secret
society hand signs and explanations of their significance.

The Freemason Hand Signs
The Freemasons are among the most well-known secret societies, famous for their intricate
rituals and symbolism. Their hand signs include the “Sign of the Entered Apprentice,” “Sign
of the Fellow Craft,” and “Sign of the Master Mason,” each corresponding to different
degrees within the organization. These signs are typically subtle hand placements or
movements used during meetings or ceremonies to demonstrate rank or to identify
members. For example, the Sign of the Entered Apprentice involves a specific handshake
and hand position that conveys a candidate’s status.

The Illuminati and the “Triangle” or “Pyramid” Sign
The Illuminati, often shrouded in conspiracy theories, are associated with the “triangle” or
“pyramid” hand sign. This gesture involves fingers forming a triangle shape, symbolizing
enlightenment, power, and the all-seeing eye. While the historical Illuminati were a
Bavarian secret society founded in the 18th century, the symbol has transcended its
origins, becoming a popular emblem in modern pop culture and conspiracy narratives.

Other Notable Hand Signs

The “Blood Brotherhood” Sign: Used by certain fraternal orders to signify a bond
akin to family.

The “Devil’s Horns” or “Sign of the Horns”: Sometimes associated with occult
groups or rock culture, though its meanings vary widely.



The “Hidden Hand” Gesture: Depicts secrecy and hidden knowledge, often linked
to elite societies.

Symbolism and Purpose Behind Hand Signs
Secret society hand signs are rich in symbolism, often layered with multiple meanings that
reflect the values and ideals of the group. These gestures not only serve practical purposes
of identification and communication but also reinforce the psychological and spiritual bonds
among members. The use of hand signs can create a sense of mystery and exclusivity,
deepening the commitment to the society’s principles.

Communication and Identification
One primary purpose of secret hand signs is to enable members to recognize each other
discreetly. In environments where secrecy is paramount, such as during times of political
oppression or social stigma, these signs ensure safe identification without verbal disclosure.
Additionally, hand signs can be used to convey specific messages or instructions during
meetings or rituals without alerting outsiders.

Ritualistic and Spiritual Significance
Many hand signs carry ritualistic importance, linked to the society’s spiritual beliefs or
philosophical teachings. For example, the triangle or pyramid shape often symbolizes unity,
balance, or enlightenment. Hand gestures may mimic ancient symbols, aligning members
with a historical or mystical tradition. These signs can also represent moral codes, degrees
of knowledge, or stages of initiation within the society.

Creating Unity and Exclusivity
Hand signs foster a sense of belonging by establishing an exclusive language accessible
only to initiates. This shared symbolism strengthens group cohesion and loyalty. The
secrecy surrounding these signs enhances the allure and prestige of the society, making
membership more desirable and binding.

Secret Society Hand Signs in Modern Contexts
In contemporary times, secret society hand signs continue to be relevant, though their
visibility and interpretations have evolved. While some groups maintain traditional
gestures, others have adapted or created new signs to suit modern contexts. Additionally,
secret hand signs have permeated popular culture, sometimes leading to
misunderstandings or misappropriations.



Continued Use in Fraternal Organizations
Many modern fraternal societies, including Freemasons, Odd Fellows, and collegiate
fraternities, still employ secret hand signs as part of their rituals and membership protocols.
These signs remain integral to ceremonies and are taught to new members during
initiation. They function as both symbolic tokens and practical identifiers within the group.

Hand Signs in Popular Culture and Media
Secret society hand signs have been popularized through movies, music videos, and
literature, often portrayed as mysterious or sinister symbols. This exposure has sparked
both curiosity and skepticism among the public. While some portrayals are exaggerated or
fictionalized, they have contributed to the widespread recognition of certain hand signs like
the “Illuminati triangle.” This cultural diffusion sometimes leads to the signs being co-opted
by unrelated groups or misunderstood in their original context.

Legal and Social Implications
In some cases, displaying secret society hand signs can lead to social or legal
consequences, especially in environments where such groups are viewed with suspicion.
Certain jurisdictions or organizations may prohibit the use of specific signs, interpreting
them as symbols of exclusivity or subversion. Understanding the context and intent behind
these gestures is essential to avoid misinterpretation or conflict.

Recognition and Identification: Ensuring member safety and trust1.

Preservation of Tradition: Maintaining historical continuity2.

Symbolic Communication: Conveying complex ideas non-verbally3.

Group Cohesion: Strengthening bonds and loyalty4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are secret society hand signs?
Secret society hand signs are specific gestures or signals used by members of clandestine
groups to identify themselves, communicate covertly, or signify membership and rank
within the organization.

Why do secret societies use hand signs?
Secret societies use hand signs to maintain secrecy, establish trust among members, and



convey messages discreetly without revealing their intentions or identities to outsiders.

Are secret society hand signs real or just myths?
While many secret society hand signs are based on real historical practices, some are
exaggerated or mythologized in popular culture. Actual hand signs often serve practical
purposes for communication and identification within the group.

Can secret society hand signs be recognized by the
general public?
Some hand signs have become recognizable due to media exposure or popular conspiracy
theories, but many remain obscure and are only understood by initiated members.
Misinterpretation by the public is common.

What are some famous secret societies known for using
hand signs?
Famous secret societies known for using hand signs include the Freemasons, the Illuminati
(in popular culture), Skull and Bones, and certain fraternity organizations, each having
unique gestures symbolizing their traditions and hierarchy.

Additional Resources
1. Symbols of Power: The Secret Language of Hand Signs in Secret Societies
This book delves into the mysterious world of secret societies and their use of hand signs as
a form of covert communication. It explores the historical origins of these gestures and
their significance within various organizations. Readers will gain insight into how these
symbols convey messages, establish identity, and maintain secrecy.

2. The Hidden Code: Deciphering Hand Signs in Fraternal Orders
Focused on fraternal orders like the Freemasons and the Odd Fellows, this book uncovers
the meanings behind their ritualistic hand signs. It offers detailed explanations and
illustrations to help readers recognize and understand these secretive gestures. The author
combines historical research with firsthand accounts to reveal the hidden language of
brotherhood.

3. Signs of the Brotherhood: Hand Gestures and Their Role in Secret Societies
This comprehensive guide examines the diverse hand gestures used by secret societies
around the world. It discusses the cultural and symbolic importance of these signs and how
they serve as tools for trust and allegiance. The book also addresses the myths and
misconceptions surrounding these enigmatic symbols.

4. Gesture and Secrecy: The Art of Hand Signs in Esoteric Groups
Exploring the esoteric traditions of various secret societies, this book highlights the artistry
and ritual behind their hand signs. It explains how these gestures function within
ceremonies and as a means of non-verbal communication. The author offers a scholarly
perspective enriched with historical context and symbolism.



5. Under the Veil: Hand Signs and Rituals in Secret Societies
This volume investigates the role of hand signs within secret society rituals, revealing how
they help preserve secrecy and hierarchy. It includes accounts from insiders and
declassified documents to provide an authentic look at these practices. Readers will learn
about the psychological and social functions of these covert signals.

6. Cryptic Gestures: The Secret Hand Signs of Ancient Orders
Tracing the use of secret hand signs back to ancient times, this book uncovers their
evolution across different civilizations. It connects ancient symbols with modern secret
society practices, illustrating continuity and adaptation. The narrative combines
archaeology, anthropology, and esoteric studies for a multidisciplinary approach.

7. The Silent Language: Understanding Secret Society Hand Signs
This book serves as an introductory manual for enthusiasts interested in the silent
communication methods of secret societies. It categorizes common hand signs, explains
their usage, and decodes their symbolic meanings. The clear and accessible writing makes
complex traditions understandable to a broad audience.

8. Hand Signals of the Hidden: A Study of Secret Society Communication
Focusing on the communicative aspect, this study examines how secret societies use hand
signals to convey messages without words. It explores the psychological impact of these
gestures and their effectiveness in maintaining secrecy. The author draws from interviews
and historical records to provide an in-depth analysis.

9. Veiled in Gesture: The Role of Hand Signs in Mysterious Societies
This book investigates the cultural and mystical significance of hand signs within
mysterious societies worldwide. It highlights the connection between gesture, identity, and
power, revealing how these signs contribute to the societies’ allure and mystique. The work
combines narrative storytelling with academic research to engage readers.
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