secrets of alpha phi alpha

secrets of alpha phi alpha unveil a rich history, profound values, and significant cultural impact that
have made this fraternity a cornerstone of African American collegiate life. Founded as the first
intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity established for African American men, Alpha Phi Alpha has
fostered leadership, academic excellence, and social justice for over a century. This article explores
the lesser-known facets and foundational elements that define Alpha Phi Alpha, including its origins,
symbolism, notable members, and philanthropic efforts. Understanding these secrets reveals how the
fraternity continues to influence communities and empower individuals. The following sections provide

a detailed look into the fraternity’s heritage, core principles, and ongoing legacy.

History and Founding Principles of Alpha Phi Alpha

Symbols and Traditions: Meaning Behind the Emblems

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Philanthropy and Community Impact

Membership Process and Brotherhood Experience

History and Founding Principles of Alpha Phi Alpha

The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha begin with its creation on December 4, 1906, at Cornell University. It
was the first Greek-letter fraternity established for African American men, created to provide support

and advocacy for black students facing racial discrimination. The fraternity was founded by seven



visionary men known as the "Seven Jewels," who sought to cultivate leadership, academic excellence,

and social upliftment within the African American community.

The Seven Jewels and Their Vision

The founding members—Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George
Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy—embodied
resilience and intellect. Their vision was to establish an organization that would foster brotherhood and
promote the advancement of African Americans through education and activism. This founding

principle remains a cornerstone of the fraternity’s mission.

Core Values and lIdeals

Alpha Phi Alpha is built on the pillars of scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the uplifting of
humanity. These values guide members' behavior and community involvement. The fraternity
encourages its members to excel academically, serve as role models, and engage in social justice

initiatives, reflecting the enduring commitment to these founding ideals.

Symbols and Traditions: Meaning Behind the Emblems

Understanding the secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha involves exploring its rich symbolism and longstanding

traditions, which serve to unify members and express the fraternity’s core values.

The Fraternity’s Colors and Their Significance



The fraternity’s official colors are black and old gold. Black represents strength and resilience, while
old gold symbolizes high value and achievement. These colors are prominently displayed on fraternity

regalia, flags, and paraphernalia, reinforcing a sense of pride and identity among members.

The Great Sphinx of Giza

The Great Sphinx is an important symbol for Alpha Phi Alpha, representing wisdom, strength, and
enduring mystery. This emblem reflects the fraternity’s commitment to intellectual development and the
timeless nature of its mission. Members often incorporate the Sphinx into ceremonies and official

imagery.

Secret Rituals and Ceremonies

Alpha Phi Alpha maintains private rituals that foster brotherhood and tradition. These ceremonies are
known only to initiated members and serve to deepen bonds and instill the fraternity’s principles. While
the exact details remain confidential, the rituals emphasize commitment, loyalty, and the continuous

pursuit of excellence.

Notable Members and Their Contributions

The fraternity’s legacy is amplified by the achievements of its distinguished members who have made

significant impacts in various fields such as civil rights, politics, arts, and sciences.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.



Perhaps the most renowned Alpha Phi Alpha member, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., exemplified the
fraternity’s commitment to social justice and nonviolent activism. His leadership during the Civil Rights

Movement embodied the fraternity’s ideals and elevated its profile nationally and globally.

Thurgood Marshall

Thurgood Marshall, the first African American Supreme Court Justice, was also a proud member of
Alpha Phi Alpha. His legal work, including the landmark Brown v. Board of Education case, reflected

the fraternity’s dedication to equality and justice under the law.

Other Influential Members

e W. E. B. Du Bois - Civil rights activist and scholar
¢ Langston Hughes — Renowned poet and social activist

¢ Paul Robeson - Actor, singer, and civil rights advocate

These members and many others have shaped the fraternity’s reputation as a breeding ground for

leadership and societal change.

Philanthropy and Community Impact

One of the best-kept secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha is its extensive commitment to community service and



philanthropy. The fraternity actively participates in initiatives that promote education, economic

empowerment, and social justice.

Go-to-High-School, Go-to-College Program

This signature program encourages academic achievement and college enrolliment among African
American youth. Alpha Phi Alpha members mentor and support students through workshops,

scholarships, and community outreach, helping to increase higher education access.

Voter Education and Social Action

The fraternity has a long-standing tradition of advocating for voter rights and political engagement.
Members organize registration drives and political education campaigns to empower communities and

promote civic participation.

Other Philanthropic Efforts

e Supporting initiatives for mental health awareness

* Engagement in economic development projects

¢ Partnerships with other organizations to tackle social issues



Membership Process and Brotherhood Experience

The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha also include the rigorous and transformative membership process,

designed to align new initiates with the fraternity’s values and legacy.

Recruitment and Intake

Prospective members undergo a selective recruitment process that evaluates their academic standing,
leadership potential, and alignment with fraternity ideals. The intake process includes education on the

fraternity’s history, values, and responsibilities.

Brotherhood and Networking

Once initiated, members join a lifelong brotherhood that offers personal and professional support.
Alpha Phi Alpha provides an extensive network of alumni and current members who collaborate on

career development, mentorship, and community projects.

Continuing Education and Leadership Development

The fraternity emphasizes continuous growth through leadership training, workshops, and conferences.
These opportunities help members develop skills that benefit both their personal lives and their

communities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity known for?

Alpha Phi Alpha is known as the first intercollegiate historically African American Greek-lettered
fraternity, founded in 1906 at Cornell University, focusing on leadership, academic excellence, and

community service.

What are some of the notable traditions or secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha?

While Alpha Phi Alpha's rituals are private to its members, the fraternity is known for its commitment to
brotherhood, scholarship, and social advocacy, including its famous motto 'First of All, Servants of All,

We Shall Transcend All.

How does Alpha Phi Alpha support its members and the community?

Alpha Phi Alpha supports its members through mentorship, leadership development, and scholarship
programs, while also engaging in community service initiatives like voter education, mentoring youth,

and addressing social justice issues.

Are there any famous figures who were members of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Yes, many prominent individuals were members of Alpha Phi Alpha, including Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr., Thurgood Marshall, W.E.B. Du Bois, and actor and activist Paul Robeson.

What is the significance of the 'Secrets' in Alpha Phi Alpha?

The 'Secrets' of Alpha Phi Alpha refer to its private rituals, symbols, and ceremonies that promote
unity, discipline, and the fraternity's core values; these are closely guarded to preserve the fraternity's

integrity and tradition.



Additional Resources

1. Alpha Phi Alpha: The Legacy of Leadership

This book explores the history and impact of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., highlighting the
achievements of its members in various fields. It delves into the fraternity’s founding principles and
how they have shaped African American leadership and community service. Readers gain insight into

the lesser-known stories behind the organization’s rise.

2. Hidden Histories: Inside Alpha Phi Alpha
An investigative look into the secret traditions, rituals, and brotherhood bonds that define Alpha Phi
Alpha. The author uncovers how these elements contribute to the fraternity’s strength and unity. This

book offers a unique perspective on the internal culture that is often kept private from outsiders.

3. Alpha Phi Alpha’s Role in Civil Rights Movements

This title examines the critical involvement of Alpha Phi Alpha members in key civil rights events and
social justice initiatives. It provides detailed accounts of how the fraternity’s leadership helped to
mobilize communities and influence policy changes. The book also addresses the ongoing legacy of

activism within the fraternity.

4. The Brotherhood Code: Secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha’s Rituals

A detailed exploration of the secret rituals and ceremonies that form the backbone of Alpha Phi
Alpha’s brotherhood. The author discusses the symbolism and meaning behind these practices,
explaining how they foster loyalty and commitment among members. This book is a rare glimpse into

the fraternity’s esoteric traditions.

5. Alpha Phi Alpha: Architects of Black Excellence

Highlighting prominent Alpha Phi Alpha members who have achieved excellence in politics, education,
and the arts, this book celebrates the fraternity’s influence on Black success. It profiles notable figures
and shares inspirational stories that demonstrate the fraternity’s commitment to empowerment and

achievement.

6. Secrets of the Sphinx: Alpha Phi Alpha’s Founding Mysteries



Focusing on the origins of Alpha Phi Alpha, this book investigates the circumstances and motivations
behind its founding at Cornell University. It reveals intriguing anecdotes about the founders and the
challenges they faced. The narrative uncovers the symbolic significance of the fraternity’s emblem and

motto.

7. Alpha Phi Alpha and the Power of Networking

This book explores how membership in Alpha Phi Alpha provides access to powerful networks that
support personal and professional growth. It highlights success stories of brothers who leveraged
these connections to advance their careers. The author also discusses the fraternity’s role in fostering

mentorship and economic empowerment.

8. Guardians of the Creed: Upholding Alpha Phi Alpha’s Values

An examination of how Alpha Phi Alpha members maintain the fraternity’s core values in today’s
world. The book looks at initiatives related to education, community service, and ethical leadership. It
provides insights into how the fraternity adapts tradition to contemporary challenges while preserving

its identity.

9. Alpha Phi Alpha’s Influence on Historically Black Colleges and Universities

This title investigates the fraternity’s deep ties with HBCUs and its impact on campus culture and
student leadership. It explores how Alpha Phi Alpha chapters contribute to academic excellence and
social activism on these campuses. The book also addresses the fraternity’s role in supporting the

development of future Black leaders.
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