
see exam enrolled agent
see exam enrolled agent is a critical step for tax professionals seeking to become
federally authorized to represent taxpayers before the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the enrolled agent (EA) exam, detailing the
registration process, exam structure, preparation strategies, and post-exam requirements.
Understanding how to see exam enrolled agent procedures and requirements ensures
candidates are well-prepared to achieve this prestigious credential. The enrolled agent
designation is highly respected in the tax industry, reflecting expertise in taxation and
accountability. This guide will cover essential topics such as eligibility criteria, the three-
part Special Enrollment Examination (SEE), study resources, and maintaining enrolled agent
status through continuing education. The following sections offer a clear roadmap for
aspiring enrolled agents to navigate the exam process efficiently and successfully.

Understanding the Enrolled Agent Exam

Registration and Eligibility for SEE

Structure and Content of the SEE

Effective Preparation for the SEE

Post-Exam Procedures and Enrolled Agent Status Maintenance

Understanding the Enrolled Agent Exam
The enrolled agent exam, officially known as the Special Enrollment Examination (SEE), is a
comprehensive test administered by the IRS to assess the knowledge and skills of tax
professionals. Passing this exam allows individuals to become enrolled agents, granting
them the authority to represent taxpayers before the IRS. The SEE is designed to ensure
candidates possess a thorough understanding of federal tax laws, regulations, and
procedures.

The term see exam enrolled agent often refers to the detailed steps and requirements
candidates must follow to successfully complete the enrollment process. The exam is
rigorous and requires an in-depth grasp of tax codes, ethical considerations, and practical
applications. Professionals who pursue the enrolled agent designation demonstrate a
commitment to tax expertise and client representation.

Overview of the Enrolled Agent Role
Enrolled agents are federally licensed tax practitioners authorized by the U.S. Department
of the Treasury. They have unlimited practice rights, meaning they can represent any
taxpayer on any tax matter before the IRS. The SEE ensures that enrolled agents meet high
standards of competency and professionalism. This credential is recognized nationwide,



making it a valuable asset for tax professionals.

Importance of the SEE in the Tax Industry
The SEE serves as a standardized benchmark for tax knowledge and ethical conduct. It
distinguishes enrolled agents from other tax preparers who may not have passed a rigorous
examination. Successfully passing the SEE can open doors to career advancement,
increased client trust, and enhanced credibility in the field of taxation.

Registration and Eligibility for SEE
Before candidates can see exam enrolled agent details and schedule their test, they must
complete the registration process and meet eligibility requirements. Registration for the
SEE is managed through an authorized IRS testing partner, which facilitates appointment
scheduling and exam administration.

Eligibility Criteria
There are no specific prerequisites to register for the SEE, such as prior education or work
experience. However, candidates should have a solid foundation in tax knowledge to
succeed. The IRS requires applicants to pass all three parts of the SEE within a two-year
period to qualify for enrollment. This flexibility allows candidates to prepare and take the
exams at their own pace.

Registration Process
The registration process involves several steps:

Creating an account with the IRS testing provider.

Selecting preferred exam parts and scheduling test dates.

Paying the examination fees for each part.

Confirming the test appointment at a local testing center or opting for remote
proctoring if available.

Timely registration and scheduling are essential to ensure availability and allow sufficient
preparation time.

Structure and Content of the SEE
The SEE consists of three separate parts, each targeting different aspects of tax law and



practice. Candidates must pass all three parts within the designated timeframe to earn the
enrolled agent credential.

Part 1: Individual Taxation
This section covers the fundamentals of individual income tax returns. Topics include
income types, deductions, credits, filing requirements, and tax calculations for individual
taxpayers. The exam tests knowledge of IRS forms such as the 1040 series and related
schedules.

Part 2: Business Taxation
Part 2 focuses on business entities and their tax obligations. Candidates are tested on tax
rules for corporations, partnerships, estates, trusts, and other business structures. This
section also covers employment taxes, business deductions, and accounting methods.

Part 3: Representation, Practices, and Procedures
The final part examines the ethical and procedural responsibilities of enrolled agents.
Topics include taxpayer representation before the IRS, collection processes, audits,
appeals, and the Circular 230 regulations governing practice before the IRS.

Exam Format and Scoring
Each part of the SEE contains multiple-choice questions, typically around 100 questions per
section. Candidates have a set time to complete each exam part, generally three and a half
hours. Scores are reported as a pass or fail, with a passing score set at 105 out of 150.
Detailed score reports help candidates identify areas needing improvement if retaking an
exam part.

Effective Preparation for the SEE
Proper preparation is essential to successfully see exam enrolled agent requirements and
pass the SEE. Due to the breadth and complexity of the material, candidates should adopt a
structured study approach and utilize high-quality resources.

Recommended Study Materials
There are various study aids available, including:

Official IRS publications and tax codes

Comprehensive review courses offered by reputable tax education providers



Practice exams and question banks simulating the SEE format

Study guides focused on each exam part

Choosing resources that align with individual learning styles enhances knowledge retention
and exam readiness.

Study Strategies and Tips
Effective strategies for SEE preparation include:

Creating a detailed study schedule allocating time for each exam part1.

Focusing on weak areas identified through practice tests2.

Joining study groups or forums for peer support and motivation3.

Reviewing IRS Circular 230 rules thoroughly for Part 34.

Taking timed mock exams to build stamina and test-taking skills5.

Consistent and disciplined study habits increase the likelihood of passing on the first
attempt.

Post-Exam Procedures and Enrolled Agent Status
Maintenance
After candidates see exam enrolled agent results and pass all three parts, there are
additional steps to obtain and maintain enrolled agent status. These post-exam
requirements ensure continued compliance and professional competence.

Applying for Enrollment
Once all exam parts are passed, candidates must submit Form 23, Application for
Enrollment to Practice Before the IRS. The IRS reviews the application, conducts a
background check including tax compliance verification, and issues the enrolled agent
designation upon approval. This process can take several weeks.

Continuing Education Requirements
Enrolled agents must complete 72 hours of continuing professional education (CPE) every
three years to maintain their status. The CPE must include a minimum of 16 hours per year,
with at least 2 hours covering ethics. This requirement ensures that enrolled agents stay



current with tax law changes and professional standards.

Renewal and Compliance
Failure to meet CPE requirements or maintain tax compliance can result in suspension or
termination of enrolled agent status. The IRS provides guidelines and resources to help
enrolled agents fulfill their ongoing obligations, emphasizing the importance of professional
responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the SEE exam for Enrolled Agents?
The SEE (Special Enrollment Examination) is a three-part exam administered by the IRS
that individuals must pass to become Enrolled Agents, authorized to represent taxpayers
before the IRS.

How many parts are there in the SEE exam for Enrolled
Agents?
The SEE exam consists of three parts: Part 1 - Individuals, Part 2 - Businesses, and Part 3 -
Representation, Practices, and Procedures.

What topics are covered in the SEE exam for Enrolled
Agents?
The SEE exam covers tax-related topics including individual taxation, business taxation,
representation, practices, procedures, and ethics related to tax professionals.

How can I register for the SEE exam for Enrolled
Agents?
You can register for the SEE exam through the Prometric website, which administers the
exam on behalf of the IRS. You need to create an account and schedule your test date and
location.

What is the passing score for the SEE exam?
The passing score for each part of the SEE exam is 105 on a scale of 40 to 130. Candidates
must pass all three parts within a two-year period to become an Enrolled Agent.

How long is the SEE exam for Enrolled Agents?
Each part of the SEE exam is approximately 3.5 hours long, including time for tutorials and
breaks.



Are there any prerequisites for taking the SEE exam?
There are no formal prerequisites for taking the SEE exam; anyone interested in becoming
an Enrolled Agent can register and take the exam parts in any order.

Additional Resources
1. EA Exam Study Guide 2024-2025: Prepare for the Enrolled Agent Exam
This comprehensive study guide covers all three parts of the Enrolled Agent exam,
providing detailed explanations of tax laws, regulations, and procedures. It includes
practice questions and test-taking strategies designed to help candidates pass the exam on
their first attempt. The guide also features updated content reflecting the latest IRS
changes, making it an essential resource for exam preparation.

2. Enrolled Agent Exam Prep: Taxation of Individuals, Businesses, and Entities
Focused on the core tax topics tested in the EA exam, this book breaks down complex tax
codes into easy-to-understand language. It provides real-world examples and practical
applications to help candidates grasp the material effectively. Additionally, it contains
quizzes and review sections to reinforce learning and boost confidence before the exam.

3. Pass the Enrolled Agent Exam: A Step-by-Step Study Guide
This step-by-step guide walks candidates through each section of the EA exam with clear
explanations and structured lessons. It includes practice exams, review summaries, and
tips for managing study time efficiently. The book aims to build a solid foundation of tax
knowledge while also addressing exam strategies.

4. Ultimate Enrolled Agent Exam Review
Designed for both first-time takers and repeat candidates, this review book offers a
thorough overview of all exam topics. It features detailed outlines, practice questions, and
answer explanations that clarify difficult concepts. The book emphasizes critical thinking
and problem-solving skills necessary to succeed on the exam.

5. EA Exam Flashcards: Tax Preparation and Representation
This flashcard set is ideal for quick review and memorization of key tax terms, rules, and
procedures required for the Enrolled Agent exam. It helps candidates reinforce their
knowledge on the go and is especially useful for last-minute exam preparation. Each card
includes concise explanations to facilitate rapid learning.

6. Enrolled Agent Exam Secrets Study Guide
This study guide reveals insider tips and techniques to tackle the challenging questions
found on the EA exam. It covers essential tax concepts, ethical considerations, and IRS
representation rules. The book also includes practice tests with detailed answer rationales
to help candidates understand their mistakes and improve.

7. Gleim EA Review: Complete Study System
Gleim’s EA Review is a well-known and trusted resource that offers a complete study
system combining textbooks, test prep software, and audio reviews. It covers all exam
parts thoroughly and provides adaptive learning technology to focus on weak areas. The
system’s comprehensive approach helps candidates prepare efficiently and effectively.



8. Fast Track to EA Exam Success
This book is designed for candidates who want to accelerate their study process without
sacrificing understanding. It highlights the most important tax rules and exam topics with
concise explanations and focused review sections. Practice questions and quick tips help
streamline preparation for busy professionals.

9. IRS Enrolled Agent Exam Preparation: A Comprehensive Guide
This guide provides an in-depth look at the IRS procedures and tax laws relevant to the EA
exam. It emphasizes practical knowledge for tax preparation, planning, and representation
before the IRS. The book also includes case studies and sample scenarios to enhance
critical thinking and real-world application skills.
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