
select sermons of george whitefield

select sermons of george whitefield represent a vital segment of religious
history, capturing the essence of the Great Awakening and the evangelical
revival in the 18th century. As one of the most influential preachers of his
time, George Whitefield's sermons are renowned for their passionate delivery,
theological depth, and capacity to inspire spiritual transformation. These
sermons not only shaped the religious landscape of colonial America and
Britain but continue to resonate with modern audiences seeking insight into
evangelical doctrine and revivalist preaching. This article explores select
sermons of George Whitefield, highlighting their themes, historical context,
and enduring significance. Additionally, the article provides an overview of
Whitefield’s preaching style, major theological emphases, and a curated list
of his most impactful sermons for study and reflection.
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Historical Context of George Whitefield’s
Sermons

Understanding the historical backdrop of George Whitefield’s sermons is
essential to appreciating their significance. Whitefield was a central figure
in the 18th-century evangelical revival known as the Great Awakening, which
swept through Britain and the American colonies. His preaching occurred
during a period of religious complacency and formalism within established
churches, where personal conversion and heartfelt piety were often neglected.
Whitefield’s sermons challenged this status quo by emphasizing repentance,
faith, and the necessity of a personal relationship with God. His itinerant
preaching style, often outdoors and to large crowds, was revolutionary at the
time and expanded the reach of evangelical messages beyond traditional church
settings.

Religious Landscape in the 18th Century

The 18th century was marked by a decline in religious fervor among many
established denominations, prompting a need for revitalization. The Church of
England, along with other Protestant churches, faced criticism for rigidity
and lack of spiritual vitality. Within this context, Whitefield’s sermons
emerged as a powerful force for renewal, emphasizing the doctrines of grace,
salvation through Christ alone, and the necessity of the new birth. His
preaching appealed to a diverse audience, including both the elite and common
people, which helped democratize religious experience during this era.



Whitefield’s Role in the Great Awakening

George Whitefield played a critical role in the Great Awakening, a
transatlantic evangelical revival movement. His sermons ignited widespread
enthusiasm for personal salvation and social reform, crossing denominational
boundaries. Whitefield’s ability to draw massive crowds and evoke emotional
responses was unparalleled, making his sermons significant catalysts for
religious revival. His influence helped spur the growth of Methodism and
other evangelical movements that shaped Protestantism for centuries.

Themes and Theology in Select Sermons of George
Whitefield

The select sermons of George Whitefield are characterized by distinct
theological themes that reflect his evangelical convictions. Central among
these are the doctrines of human depravity, divine grace, justification by
faith, and the necessity of regeneration. His sermons often challenged
listeners to examine their spiritual state and respond to the gospel call
with repentance and faith. The persistent emphasis on the urgency of
salvation and the reality of eternal consequences underscored the
transformative power of his preaching.

Human Depravity and Sinfulness

Whitefield’s sermons frequently addressed the fallen nature of humanity,
stressing the total depravity of mankind apart from divine intervention. He
portrayed sin as a pervasive force that alienates individuals from God,
requiring a radical change through the new birth. This theme served as a
foundation for his call to repentance and underscored the need for God’s
mercy and grace.

Divine Grace and Salvation

Another prominent theme in Whitefield’s sermons is the unmerited favor of God
extended to sinners through Christ. He taught that salvation is solely by
grace through faith, rejecting any notion of works-based righteousness. His
sermons vividly portrayed the mercy of God and the sufficiency of Christ’s
atonement, encouraging listeners to trust in Jesus for forgiveness and
eternal life.

Necessity of Regeneration

Whitefield emphasized that true conversion involves a spiritual rebirth,
whereby the Holy Spirit transforms the heart and enables believers to live
godly lives. His sermons highlighted the difference between mere moral
improvement and genuine regeneration, urging a personal encounter with God’s
saving power.



Notable Sermons and Their Impact

Among the numerous sermons preached by George Whitefield, several stand out
for their theological depth, emotional intensity, and lasting influence.
These select sermons of George Whitefield continue to be studied for their
doctrinal clarity and revivalist fervor. Each sermon contributed uniquely to
the evangelical awakening and left a profound imprint on religious history.

Sermon on “God’s Sovereignty in Salvation”

This sermon articulates Whitefield’s Calvinistic understanding of God’s
absolute control over salvation. It highlights the divine prerogative in
choosing and calling sinners to faith, underscoring the themes of
predestination and election. Delivered with passionate urgency, this sermon
reinforced the dependence of believers on God’s grace rather than human
effort.

Sermon on “The New Birth”

In this sermon, Whitefield vividly depicts the necessity of spiritual
regeneration as the gateway to salvation. He calls listeners to examine their
hearts and seek the transformative work of the Holy Spirit. The sermon’s
powerful imagery and clear exposition made it a compelling call to conversion
during revival meetings.

Sermon on “The Danger of Delay in Repentance”

Whitefield’s sermon warns against procrastination in responding to God’s
call. It stresses the uncertainty of life and the urgency of securing one’s
soul before it is too late. This message was particularly effective in
awakening conviction and prompting immediate decision among hearers.

List of Select Sermons of George Whitefield

“God’s Sovereignty in Salvation”

“The New Birth”

“The Danger of Delay in Repentance”

“The Nature of True Virtue”

“Christ the Only Foundation”

“The Necessity of Faith”

“The Love of God”



Preaching Style and Techniques of George
Whitefield

George Whitefield’s preaching style contributed significantly to the
effectiveness of his sermons and the spread of evangelical revival. His
oratory skills, use of vivid imagery, and emotional appeal set him apart from
many contemporaries. Understanding his techniques helps explain why select
sermons of George Whitefield remain impactful centuries later.

Passionate Delivery and Emotional Appeal

Whitefield was known for his dramatic and heartfelt preaching, which engaged
listeners profoundly. His ability to convey conviction and urgency stirred
audiences, often resulting in visible emotional responses. This approach
helped break through religious indifference and motivated spiritual
transformation.

Use of Scriptural Illustrations

His sermons were richly grounded in Scripture, with frequent references and
interpretations that illuminated biblical truths. Whitefield employed
illustrative stories and analogies to make complex theological concepts
accessible and relatable to diverse audiences.

Open-Air Preaching and Audience Engagement

Breaking from traditional confines of church buildings, Whitefield frequently
preached outdoors to thousands of listeners. This method expanded his reach
and allowed for direct engagement with people from all walks of life. His
dynamic presence and ability to address large crowds contributed to the
widespread impact of his sermons.

Legacy and Influence of Whitefield’s Sermons

The enduring legacy of the select sermons of George Whitefield is evident in
their continued study and influence on evangelicalism worldwide. Whitefield’s
preaching helped lay the foundation for modern revivalism and shaped the
theological framework of subsequent evangelical movements.

Impact on Evangelical Movements

Whitefield’s sermons inspired the growth of Methodism and other evangelical
denominations. His emphasis on personal conversion and experiential faith
became hallmarks of evangelical identity. Many preachers and theologians have
drawn from his sermons as models of effective evangelical proclamation.

Contribution to Christian Literature

The publication of Whitefield’s sermons enabled their reach beyond live



audiences, impacting readers across generations. His writings remain valuable
resources for understanding evangelical theology and revivalist preaching in
historical and contemporary contexts.

Continued Relevance Today

Modern readers and pastors study select sermons of George Whitefield for
their doctrinal clarity, passionate style, and evangelistic emphasis. These
sermons continue to inspire spiritual renewal and provide guidance for
proclaiming the gospel effectively in various cultural settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was George Whitefield and why are his sermons
significant?

George Whitefield was an 18th-century Anglican preacher and evangelist, known
for his powerful oratory and role in the Great Awakening. His sermons are
significant because they helped spread evangelical Christianity and
revivalism across Britain and America.

What themes are commonly found in the select sermons
of George Whitefield?

Common themes in George Whitefield's sermons include salvation through Jesus
Christ, the need for personal repentance, the importance of faith, the wrath
of God against sin, and the assurance of eternal life for believers.

How did George Whitefield's preaching style impact
his audience?

George Whitefield's preaching style was dynamic, emotional, and direct, which
captivated large audiences and stirred deep religious conviction. His ability
to connect with people from various social backgrounds made his sermons
highly influential in spreading evangelical fervor.

Where can one find collections of George Whitefield's
select sermons today?

Collections of George Whitefield's select sermons can be found in various
formats, including printed books, online archives, and digital libraries such
as Project Gutenberg, Christian Classics Ethereal Library, and through
academic institutions that preserve historical religious texts.

What role did George Whitefield's sermons play in the
Great Awakening?

George Whitefield's sermons were pivotal in the Great Awakening, a religious
revival movement in the 18th century. His itinerant preaching and emotional
sermons helped awaken spiritual interest, encourage conversions, and unify



disparate Christian groups across the American colonies and Britain.

Additional Resources
1. The Heart of Revival: Selected Sermons of George Whitefield
This book compiles some of George Whitefield’s most powerful sermons,
capturing the fervor and passion that sparked the Great Awakening. It
explores themes of repentance, grace, and divine love, showcasing
Whitefield’s ability to move audiences deeply. Readers gain insight into the
spiritual revival that reshaped 18th-century Christianity.

2. Fire from Heaven: The Evangelistic Preaching of George Whitefield
Focusing on Whitefield’s dynamic evangelistic style, this collection
highlights his skill in calling sinners to repentance. The sermons emphasize
the urgency of salvation and the transformative power of God’s grace. This
volume is ideal for those studying revivalist preaching and its historical
impact.

3. The Sinner’s Friend: George Whitefield’s Call to Conversion
This book presents a selection of sermons that vividly illustrate
Whitefield’s unwavering call for personal conversion. His vivid imagery and
heartfelt appeals make the need for repentance clear and compelling. It
offers both historical context and practical application for modern readers.

4. Grace Abounding: The Doctrine of Grace in Whitefield’s Sermons
Delving into the theological core of Whitefield’s preaching, this volume
centers on the doctrine of grace. It includes sermons that articulate the
necessity of God’s unmerited favor and its role in salvation. The book serves
as a valuable resource for understanding evangelical theology in the 18th
century.

5. Passion and Power: The Oratory of George Whitefield
Highlighting Whitefield’s extraordinary oratorical gifts, this book collects
sermons that demonstrate his passionate delivery and persuasive rhetoric. It
examines how his preaching style captivated audiences and stirred spiritual
awakening. Readers will appreciate the blend of fervent emotion and
theological depth.

6. The New Birth: Whitefield’s Teaching on Regeneration
This selection focuses on Whitefield’s teachings about being “born again” and
the necessity of spiritual regeneration. The sermons explain the
transformation that takes place when a soul embraces Christ. It is a profound
exploration of one of evangelicalism’s central themes.

7. Walking with God: Practical Lessons from George Whitefield’s Sermons
This book gathers sermons that provide practical guidance for Christian
living, emphasizing holiness, faith, and perseverance. Whitefield’s pastoral
heart is evident as he encourages believers to live out their faith
authentically. It serves as an edifying guide for daily spiritual growth.

8. The Glory of the Cross: Whitefield’s Messages on Redemption
Focusing on the redemptive work of Christ, this collection features sermons
that celebrate the significance of the cross. Whitefield’s vivid descriptions
of Christ’s sacrifice inspire awe and gratitude. The book deepens
understanding of the gospel’s power to save and transform.

9. Voices of Awakening: The Legacy of George Whitefield’s Sermons
This volume not only presents selected sermons but also contextualizes



Whitefield’s influence on religious revival movements. It includes commentary
on the historical and cultural impact of his preaching. Readers will discover
how Whitefield’s voice helped shape evangelical Christianity worldwide.
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