self guided driving tours of sedona

self guided driving tours of sedona offer an exceptional way to explore the stunning
red rock landscapes, scenic vistas, and cultural heritage of this iconic Arizona destination
at one’s own pace. These tours provide flexibility for travelers who wish to dive deep into
Sedona’s natural beauty without the constraints of group schedules. From panoramic
viewpoints and historic sites to hidden gems off the beaten path, self guided driving tours
of Sedona allow visitors to tailor their experience based on interests such as hiking,
photography, or spirituality. This article uncovers the best routes, essential stops, and
practical tips to maximize your journey through Sedona’s unique terrain. Whether seeking
breathtaking landscapes, geological wonders, or local flavors, a self guided tour provides a
comprehensive and enriching way to discover Sedona’s charms. Explore the must-see
landmarks, driving itineraries, and insider recommendations to make the most of your self
guided driving tours of Sedona.
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Top Scenic Routes for Self Guided Driving Tours
of Sedona

One of the greatest advantages of self guided driving tours of Sedona is the ability to
navigate scenic routes that showcase the region’s breathtaking landscapes. The area is
renowned for its vibrant red rock formations, winding canyons, and panoramic vistas that
can be explored via various well-established drives.

Red Rock Scenic Byway (State Route 179)

The Red Rock Scenic Byway is a premier route that stretches approximately 7.5 miles
through the heart of Sedona’s red rock country. This drive offers stunning views of iconic
formations such as Bell Rock, Cathedral Rock, and Courthouse Butte. The route features
numerous pullouts and trailheads, making it an ideal starting point for self guided tours
aiming to combine driving with short hikes or photography stops.



Oak Creek Canyon Scenic Drive (State Route 89A)

Extending north of Sedona, Oak Creek Canyon Scenic Drive is a 14-mile stretch known for
its lush vegetation, towering cliffs, and flowing waterways. This route offers a contrast to
the desert landscape, with shaded groves and opportunities to visit Slide Rock State Park.
A self guided driving tour here provides a diverse sensory experience, blending red rocks
with verdant nature.

Schnebly Hill Road

For adventurous travelers with a suitable vehicle, Schnebly Hill Road offers an off-road
experience with some of the most spectacular views in Sedona. This dirt road climbs over
1,000 feet in elevation, providing sweeping panoramas of the red rock formations and the
Verde Valley below. It is recommended for those comfortable with rugged terrain and
seeking less crowded, remote scenery.

Must-Visit Attractions and Natural Landmarks

Self guided driving tours of Sedona are enriched by stops at numerous cultural and
natural landmarks. These sites provide insight into the region’s geology, history, and
spiritual significance.

Cathedral Rock

Cathedral Rock is one of Sedona’s most photographed landmarks. Accessible via a short
but steep hike, the area around Cathedral Rock offers stunning views and opportunities
for meditation and reflection. Parking near the trailhead allows convenient access during a
self guided driving tour.

Chapel of the Holy Cross

Built into the red rocks, the Chapel of the Holy Cross is an architectural marvel and
spiritual destination. Visitors can drive directly to the chapel and appreciate its unique
design alongside panoramic views of the surrounding landscape.

Bell Rock and Courthouse Butte

These neighboring rock formations are popular for hiking and photography. Bell Rock
features several trail options that vary in difficulty, making it a versatile stop on a self
guided driving tour. Nearby Courthouse Butte complements the scenery with its massive,
monolithic presence.



Red Rock State Park

This environmental education center offers walking trails, wildlife viewing, and
interpretive programs. It is a great place to learn about Sedona’s ecology and geology
while enjoying a peaceful natural setting.

Planning and Preparation Tips for Driving Tours

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience during self guided driving tours of Sedona,
proper planning and preparation are essential. This includes vehicle considerations,
timing, and navigation tools.

Vehicle Selection and Maintenance

While most main roads and scenic byways are accessible by standard vehicles, some
routes like Schnebly Hill Road require high-clearance or four-wheel-drive vehicles. Prior to
departure, ensure the vehicle is in good condition with sufficient fuel, especially as gas
stations may be sparse in some areas.

Timing and Seasonal Considerations

Early morning or late afternoon drives are recommended for avoiding crowds and
capturing the best light conditions for photography. Seasonal variations in temperature
and weather can impact driving conditions and trail accessibility, so checking local
forecasts and conditions is advised.

Navigation and Safety Tools

Using GPS devices or smartphone apps with offline maps is beneficial, as cell service can
be intermittent in remote areas. Carrying a physical map as a backup is also prudent.
Additionally, bringing essentials such as water, snacks, sun protection, and a first aid kit
enhances safety during the tour.

Local Culture, Dining, and Shopping Highlights

Self guided driving tours of Sedona can be complemented by exploring the town’s cultural
sites, local cuisine, and artisan shops, enriching the overall travel experience.

Art Galleries and Studios

Sedona is renowned for its vibrant arts community. Numerous galleries and studios
feature works inspired by the natural beauty of the area, including paintings, sculptures,
and jewelry. Visiting these venues provides insight into local culture and offers unique



souvenirs.

Dining Options

The culinary scene in Sedona ranges from casual cafes to fine dining establishments.
Many restaurants emphasize Southwestern flavors and locally sourced ingredients,
making them perfect stops to relax and refuel during a driving tour.

Farmers Markets and Local Shops

Farmers markets and specialty shops offer fresh produce, handmade crafts, and regional
products. These venues allow travelers to engage with the community and discover
authentic Sedona goods.

Safety and Environmental Considerations

Preserving Sedona’s natural environment and ensuring personal safety are paramount
during self guided driving tours of Sedona.

Respecting Natural Habitats

Visitors should stay on designated roads and trails to protect fragile ecosystems and
prevent erosion. Avoid disturbing wildlife and pack out all trash to maintain the pristine
condition of the landscape.

Driving Safety

Some roads are narrow, winding, and steep, requiring cautious driving and adherence to
posted speed limits. Weather conditions can change rapidly, so being prepared for sudden
rain or temperature shifts is important.

Emergency Preparedness

Carrying emergency supplies such as water, flashlight, and a charged phone is advisable.
Informing someone of travel plans and expected return times enhances safety during
remote excursions.

Summary of Recommended Stops on a Self



Guided Driving Tour of Sedona

Red Rock Scenic Byway - Bell Rock, Cathedral Rock

Oak Creek Canyon - Slide Rock State Park

Chapel of the Holy Cross

Red Rock State Park

Schnebly Hill Road (for off-road capable vehicles)

Local art galleries and dining spots in Sedona town

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best self-guided driving tours in Sedona?

Some of the best self-guided driving tours in Sedona include the Red Rock Scenic Byway,
Oak Creek Canyon Drive, and the Schnebly Hill Road. These routes offer stunning views of
Sedona's famous red rock formations and allow you to explore at your own pace.

How long does a typical self-guided driving tour in
Sedona take?

A typical self-guided driving tour in Sedona can take anywhere from 2 to 4 hours
depending on the route chosen and the number of stops made for sightseeing,
photography, and short hikes.

Are there any apps or maps available for self-guided
driving tours in Sedona?

Yes, there are several apps and downloadable maps available for Sedona self-guided tours,
such as the AllTrails app, GPSmyCity, and Visit Sedona’s official website which offers
detailed maps and suggested routes.

What should I bring on a self-guided driving tour of
Sedona?

It's recommended to bring water, sunscreen, a camera, comfortable shoes for short walks,
a physical or digital map, and snacks. Also, ensure your vehicle has a full tank of gas as
some areas are remote.



Can I do self-guided driving tours of Sedona year-
round?

Yes, Sedona’s mild climate allows for self-guided driving tours year-round. However,
summer can be hot, so early morning or late afternoon tours are best. Winter offers cooler
temperatures and fewer crowds, but some higher elevation roads may be temporarily
closed due to snow.

Are self-guided driving tours in Sedona suitable for
families?

Yes, self-guided driving tours are great for families. They offer flexibility to stop whenever
you want, explore kid-friendly spots, and enjoy outdoor activities like short hikes and
picnics in scenic areas.

Do I need a 4WD vehicle for self-guided driving tours in
Sedona?

Most popular self-guided driving tours in Sedona can be done with a standard vehicle.
However, some less maintained roads like Schnebly Hill Road require a 4WD vehicle due
to rough terrain and steep grades.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Sedona: A Self-Guided Driving Tour

This comprehensive guide offers a detailed driving route through Sedona’s most iconic
landmarks and hidden gems. Readers will find maps, historical insights, and tips for the
best photo stops. Perfect for first-time visitors who want to experience Sedona at their
own pace.

2. Sedona Scenic Drives: Your Ultimate Road Trip Companion

Discover Sedona’s breathtaking landscapes with this beautifully illustrated guidebook. It
features multiple self-guided tours highlighting red rock formations, scenic vistas, and
cultural sites. Each route includes practical advice on timing, parking, and nearby dining
options.

3. Red Rock Adventures: Self-Guided Sedona Driving Tours

This book provides a variety of driving itineraries tailored for outdoor enthusiasts and
casual sightseers alike. Alongside route descriptions, it offers background stories about
Sedona’s geology and local legends. It’s an ideal companion for those wanting to explore
beyond the main tourist spots.

4. Hidden Trails of Sedona: A Self-Guided Drive and Walk Guide

Combining driving with short walking excursions, this guide helps travelers uncover
Sedona’s lesser-known trails and viewpoints. It includes practical information on trail
difficulty, parking, and seasonal considerations. A must-have for visitors looking to blend
driving with light hiking.



5. Sedona Drive & Discover: A Self-Guided Journey Through the Red Rocks

Designed for independent travelers, this book outlines a series of scenic drives that
showcase Sedona’s natural beauty and spiritual sites. Readers will find detailed maps,
historical context, and suggestions for local eateries. The guide encourages exploration at
your own rhythm.

6. The Sedona Road Trip Planner: Self-Guided Routes and Tips

Featuring customizable driving routes, this planner caters to various interests including
photography, geology, and cultural history. The book includes insider tips on the best
times to visit specific locations to avoid crowds. It’s a practical tool for planning a
memorable Sedona road trip.

7. Self-Drive Sedona: Discovering the Red Rock Country

This guidebook emphasizes flexibility and discovery, encouraging travelers to take
spontaneous detours along scenic drives. It includes detailed descriptions of landmarks,
picnic spots, and viewpoints. With suggested itineraries ranging from a few hours to full-
day tours, it suits all schedules.

8. Sedona’s Best Drives: A Self-Guided Exploration

Offering a curated selection of Sedona’s most stunning drives, this book focuses on
accessibility and ease of navigation. Each route is paired with historical anecdotes and
natural highlights to enrich the experience. It’s especially helpful for travelers seeking a
stress-free adventure.

9. Journey Through Sedona: Self-Guided Driving Tours and Cultural Insights

Blending scenic driving routes with cultural and historical narratives, this guide provides a
well-rounded look at Sedona’s heritage. Readers can explore ancient Native American
sites, art galleries, and natural wonders all from the comfort of their vehicle. The book
also offers tips on local customs and etiquette.
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