
self guided new orleans cemetery tour

self guided new orleans cemetery tour offers a unique and immersive experience into the rich history, culture, and
architecture of one of America's most iconic cities. New Orleans is renowned for its distinctive above-ground
cemeteries, often referred to as "Cities of the Dead," which showcase intricate tombs, mausoleums, and
monuments that reflect the city’s diverse heritage. A self guided tour allows visitors the flexibility to explore
at their own pace, discover hidden stories, and appreciate the artistry without the constraints of a group
schedule. This comprehensive guide will cover essential cemeteries to visit, tips for planning your route, and
historical insights to enhance your experience. Whether you are a history buff, architecture enthusiast, or
simply curious about New Orleans' unique burial traditions, this article provides everything needed for a
memorable self guided New Orleans cemetery tour.
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Overview of New Orleans Cemeteries

New Orleans cemeteries are famous for their distinctive above-ground burial practices, necessitated by the
city's high water table and frequent flooding. These cemeteries are not only resting places for the deceased but
also open-air museums showcasing a blend of French, Spanish, Creole, and African American influences. Known as
"Cities of the Dead," these burial sites feature elaborate tombs, family vaults, and ornate sculptures that
tell stories of the city's past residents. A self guided New Orleans cemetery tour provides an opportunity to
explore these fascinating spaces independently, allowing for a deeper connection and understanding of the city's
traditions and history.

Unique Characteristics of New Orleans Cemeteries

The city's cemeteries are characterized by their above-ground tombs constructed from materials like marble,
granite, and limestone. This architectural style was adopted to combat the challenges of flooding and to
honor the dead with grandeur. The cemeteries are often arranged in family plots, with multiple generations
interred within the same structure. Many tombs bear intricate engravings, religious iconography, and mementos
that reflect the cultural diversity of New Orleans. This uniqueness makes each cemetery a rich tapestry of
art, history, and local customs worth exploring on a self guided tour.

Significance of the "Cities of the Dead"

The nickname "Cities of the Dead" stems from the cemeteries' resemblance to miniature cities, complete with
streets, neighborhoods, and landmarks made of stone. These cemeteries serve as historical records of New
Orleans' population dynamics, social hierarchies, and cultural evolutions. Visiting them on a self guided New
Orleans cemetery tour offers insights into the lives of notable figures, including jazz musicians, civil rights
leaders, and early settlers, providing a tangible link to the past.



Planning Your Self Guided Cemetery Tour

Effective planning is essential to maximize the experience of a self guided New Orleans cemetery tour.
Understanding the layout, operating hours, and key points of interest will help in creating an efficient and
enjoyable itinerary. Since these cemeteries are spread across different neighborhoods, mapping out your route
and transportation options is crucial. Additionally, being aware of local customs and cemetery etiquette
ensures a respectful and smooth visit.

Choosing Cemeteries to Visit

New Orleans hosts numerous cemeteries, each with its own charm and historical significance. Deciding which ones
to include depends on factors such as location, time availability, and individual interests. Popular cemeteries
like St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 are often must-see destinations due to their historical prominence and famous
interments. Incorporating smaller or lesser-known cemeteries can provide a more intimate and less crowded
experience for those on a self guided tour.

Mapping and Route Planning

Creating a map-based itinerary helps in efficiently navigating from one cemetery to another while minimizing
travel time. Many cemeteries are located in the French Quarter, Garden District, and surrounding areas, making
walking or using public transportation viable options. Digital maps and mobile apps can assist in tracking your
progress and identifying notable tombs and monuments along the way. Planning breaks and nearby dining options
can also enhance the overall tour experience.

Understanding Cemetery Etiquette

Respect for the deceased and the sanctity of cemetery grounds is paramount during a self guided New Orleans
cemetery tour. Visitors should adhere to rules such as refraining from touching tombs, avoiding loud
conversations, and not leaving trash behind. Photography is generally permitted but should be done discreetly
and without disturbing other visitors. Observing these guidelines ensures a dignified environment for everyone
and preserves the cemeteries' cultural heritage.

Top Cemeteries to Visit on a Self Guided Tour

Several cemeteries in New Orleans stand out for their historical importance, architectural beauty, and
cultural significance. Including these key sites in a self guided New Orleans cemetery tour provides a
comprehensive overview of the city's burial traditions and notable personalities.

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

Established in the late 18th century, St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is the oldest and most famous cemetery in New
Orleans. It is renowned for the tomb of Marie Laveau, the legendary Voodoo queen, and numerous other
notable figures. The cemetery features classic above-ground vaults and elaborate family tombs, making it a
focal point for history and architecture enthusiasts. Due to preservation efforts, access may require special
permits or guided accompaniment, but a self guided tour offers the chance to explore surrounding areas and
nearby cemeteries.



Garden District Cemeteries

The Garden District is home to several historic cemeteries that showcase the region's affluent past. Lafayette
Cemetery No. 1, founded in 1833, is notable for its Greek Revival style tombs and orderly layout. The
cemetery provides a glimpse into the lives of prominent New Orleans residents and is accessible for self guided
tours, allowing visitors to wander its pathways and examine the artistry up close.

St. Roch Cemetery

St. Roch Cemetery is distinguished by its large chapel and the healing shrine dedicated to St. Roch, the patron
saint of plague victims. This cemetery reflects the multicultural makeup of New Orleans and contains graves
marked with unique symbols and offerings. A self guided tour here reveals the blend of religious and folk
traditions that have shaped the city’s identity.

Other Notable Cemeteries

Metairie Cemetery – known for its elaborate statues and prominent monuments.

St. Louis Cemetery No. 2 – another historic site with diverse tomb designs.

St. Augustine Cemetery – significant for its African American heritage and notable interments.

Historical and Cultural Insights

Understanding the historical and cultural context of New Orleans cemeteries enriches the experience of a self
guided tour. These burial grounds serve as chronicles of the city’s social fabric, religious beliefs, and artistic
expressions over centuries.

Impact of Geography on Burial Practices

The city's location below sea level and its propensity for flooding necessitated the development of above-
ground tombs, a practice uncommon in much of the United States. This adaptation not only addressed
environmental challenges but also fostered a unique architectural style that has become synonymous with
New Orleans. Exploring these tombs provides insight into how geography shaped cultural practices.

Religious and Cultural Diversity

New Orleans cemeteries reflect the city’s diverse religious and ethnic communities, including Catholic,
Protestant, Creole, African American, and immigrant groups. Symbols, inscriptions, and tomb styles reveal the
blend of beliefs and traditions that coexist in the city. The influence of Voodoo, Catholicism, and African
spirituality is particularly evident in cemeteries like St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 and St. Roch Cemetery.

Notable Figures Interred

Many cemeteries house the graves of important historical figures such as musicians, politicians, and social
activists who contributed to New Orleans' cultural heritage. Visiting these gravesites on a self guided New
Orleans cemetery tour allows for reflection on their legacies and the city’s evolution.



Practical Tips for a Successful Tour

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable self guided New Orleans cemetery tour, certain practical considerations
should be observed. Preparation and awareness of local conditions will enhance the overall experience.

Best Time to Visit

Visiting cemeteries during daylight hours is recommended for safety and visibility. The cooler months, from fall
to early spring, are ideal to avoid the intense summer heat and humidity. Weekdays typically offer quieter
conditions, allowing for a more contemplative experience.

What to Bring

Essential items for the tour include comfortable walking shoes, water, sunscreen, and a map or mobile device
with GPS capabilities. A notebook or camera can be useful for recording observations and capturing the unique
architecture.

Safety and Accessibility

Some cemeteries have uneven terrain, stairs, and narrow pathways, so visitors should exercise caution and be
prepared for moderate physical activity. Checking accessibility options in advance is advisable for those with
mobility challenges. Staying aware of surroundings and respecting local guidelines ensures safety throughout
the tour.

Respecting Local Customs

Maintaining a respectful demeanor is essential when visiting sites of remembrance. Avoiding loud noises, not
disturbing grave markers, and adhering to any posted rules contribute to preserving the dignity of these
historic places.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a self-guided New Orleans cemetery tour?

A self-guided New Orleans cemetery tour allows you to explore the historic cemeteries of New Orleans at
your own pace using maps, apps, or guidebooks without a professional tour guide.

Which New Orleans cemeteries are best for a self-guided tour?

Popular cemeteries for self-guided tours in New Orleans include St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, Lafayette Cemetery
No. 1, and Metairie Cemetery, known for their unique above-ground tombs and rich history.

Are self-guided tours allowed in New Orleans cemeteries?

Yes, many New Orleans cemeteries allow self-guided tours, but some, like St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, require
visitors to be accompanied by a licensed guide or have special permission, so it's important to check the specific
cemetery's rules.



What is the best time of day for a self-guided New Orleans cemetery tour?

The best time is during daylight hours, preferably in the morning or late afternoon, to avoid crowds and enjoy
cooler temperatures while appreciating the historic sites safely.

Can I use a mobile app for a self-guided New Orleans cemetery tour?

Yes, several mobile apps and downloadable audio guides are available that provide maps, historical
information, and storytelling to enhance your self-guided cemetery tour experience.

Are there any safety tips for a self-guided tour of New Orleans cemeteries?

Safety tips include staying on designated paths, visiting during daylight, keeping valuables secure, being aware
of your surroundings, and respecting cemetery rules and other visitors.

How long does a typical self-guided New Orleans cemetery tour take?

A self-guided tour can take anywhere from 1 to 3 hours depending on the size of the cemetery and how much time
you spend reading inscriptions and exploring the tombs.

What historical features should I look for during a self-guided tour in New
Orleans cemeteries?

Look for above-ground tombs, family vaults, unique epitaphs, statues, and architectural styles such as
Gothic, Egyptian Revival, and Classical Revival that tell the story of New Orleans' cultural heritage.

Is there an entry fee for self-guided New Orleans cemetery tours?

Most cemeteries in New Orleans are free to enter for self-guided tours, but some, like St. Louis Cemetery No. 1,
may require a fee or guided tour for access.

Additional Resources
1. Whispers Among the Tombs: A Self-Guided Journey Through New Orleans Cemeteries
This book offers an immersive self-guided tour of New Orleans' most iconic cemeteries, including St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1 and Lafayette Cemetery. It combines historical context with intriguing stories of the city's
past residents and their unique burial traditions. Readers will find detailed maps and practical tips for
exploring these hauntingly beautiful resting places at their own pace.

2. Silent Streets: Exploring the Haunted Cemeteries of New Orleans
Delve into the eerie and mysterious world of New Orleans' cemeteries with this guidebook that focuses on the
supernatural legends tied to these historic sites. The book includes self-guided walking routes, highlighting
famous tombs and ghost stories that have captivated locals and visitors alike. It's perfect for those
interested in both history and the paranormal.

3. Above Ground: Discovering New Orleans’ Unique Cemetery Culture
This insightful guide explores the distinctive above-ground tombs that define New Orleans cemeteries. Readers
will learn about the architectural styles, cultural influences, and historical significance behind these burial
practices. The book provides self-guided tour plans, enabling visitors to appreciate the artistry and heritage
of the city’s graveyards independently.

4. The Garden of the Dead: A Self-Guided Tour of New Orleans’ Historic Cemeteries
Explore the "Cities of the Dead" with this comprehensive guidebook that combines history, folklore, and
practical advice. The author presents well-curated self-guided routes through several cemeteries, offering



readers a chance to engage with New Orleans' rich cultural tapestry. The book also includes photography and
personal anecdotes to enrich the experience.

5. Echoes from the Crypt: New Orleans Cemetery Walks for the Curious Traveler
Designed for travelers who prefer to explore at their own rhythm, this book provides detailed narratives and
maps for self-guided cemetery tours. It highlights notable graves, historical figures, and the evolution of
burial customs in New Orleans. The engaging storytelling brings the past to life, making each stop on the tour
a memorable encounter.

6. Resting Places: A Guide to New Orleans’ Cemeteries and Their Stories
This guidebook offers a blend of history, biography, and cultural insights into New Orleans’ cemeteries. It
invites readers to embark on self-guided tours that reveal the lives and legends of those interred beneath the
city’s storied grounds. Helpful tips for navigating the cemeteries and respecting their sanctity are also
included.

7. City of the Dead: Mapping New Orleans’ Cemeteries for the Independent Explorer
With detailed maps and clear instructions, this book empowers readers to conduct their own cemetery
explorations in New Orleans. It focuses on the layout, notable monuments, and the cultural significance of
various burial sites. The guide also touches upon preservation efforts and the importance of maintaining these
historic landmarks.

8. Gravestones and Ghosts: A Self-Guided Tour of New Orleans’ Paranormal Cemeteries
Combining history with the supernatural, this book leads readers through New Orleans cemeteries known for
their ghostly legends and paranormal activity. It provides self-guided itineraries enriched with spooky tales,
eyewitness accounts, and historical background. Ideal for those who enjoy a thrilling blend of fact and
folklore during their explorations.

9. Paths of the Departed: A Personal Guide to New Orleans Cemetery Tours
This personal narrative-style guide invites readers to discover New Orleans cemeteries through the author’s
eyes, offering self-guided tour routes marked by historical insights and reflective moments. It emphasizes the
cultural diversity and spiritual significance of the city's burial sites. The book is both informative and
contemplative, making it a meaningful companion for independent travelers.
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