
self guided tour of st louis cemetery 1

self guided tour of st louis cemetery 1 offers a unique and enriching way to explore one of New

Orleans' most historic and culturally significant landmarks. This cemetery, renowned for its above-

ground tombs and rich history, provides visitors with an opportunity to delve into the stories of the past

without the constraints of a guided group tour. Embarking on a self guided tour of St Louis Cemetery 1

allows for a personalized pace, enabling a deeper appreciation of the architecture, notable interments,

and local legends associated with this iconic site. This article will guide you through essential

information on planning your visit, understanding the cemetery’s history, key highlights to explore, and

practical tips for a successful self guided experience. Whether interested in history, architecture, or the

supernatural tales surrounding the cemetery, this comprehensive guide covers all aspects to enhance

your visit. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections of this article.
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Planning Your Self Guided Tour

Preparation is key to maximizing the experience of a self guided tour of St Louis Cemetery 1. This

historic cemetery requires visitors to plan ahead due to specific access regulations and preservation

efforts. Understanding how to gain entry, the best times to visit, and what to bring will ensure a smooth

and informative experience.

Access and Entry Requirements

St Louis Cemetery 1 is located in the French Quarter of New Orleans and is one of the oldest

cemeteries in the city. Due to preservation concerns and recent regulations, access to the cemetery is

controlled. Visitors must obtain permission or purchase tickets, which are often available through

official channels. It is important to verify current policies before planning your visit, as unauthorized

entry is prohibited.

Best Time to Visit

The ideal time for a self guided tour is during daylight hours when visibility is best and the environment

is safe. Early morning or late afternoon visits offer cooler temperatures and fewer crowds, allowing for

a more reflective and personal experience. Seasonal considerations include avoiding major holidays or

festival days when the cemetery may be closed or busy.

What to Bring

When embarking on a self guided tour, bringing essential items can enhance comfort and

understanding. Recommended items include:



A detailed map or guidebook of St Louis Cemetery 1

Comfortable walking shoes suitable for uneven surfaces

Water and sun protection such as hats and sunscreen

A camera or smartphone for documenting notable sites

Notebook or app for taking notes on historical facts and observations

Historical Background of St Louis Cemetery 1

Understanding the historical context of St Louis Cemetery 1 enriches the experience of a self guided

tour. Established in 1789, it is the oldest city-operated cemetery in New Orleans and exemplifies the

city’s unique burial practices, especially the use of above-ground tombs due to the high water table.

Origins and Development

The cemetery was created to serve the growing population of New Orleans during the Spanish colonial

period. Its design reflects a blend of French, Spanish, and Creole cultural influences. Over the

centuries, it evolved into a resting place for many notable figures, including political leaders, artists,

and local legends.



Significance in New Orleans Culture

St Louis Cemetery 1 holds a special place in New Orleans' cultural heritage. It is not only a burial

ground but also a repository of the city’s complex history, including its diverse ethnic communities and

religious traditions. The cemetery is frequently referenced in literature, folklore, and popular culture,

cementing its role as a symbol of the city’s identity.

Notable Tombs and Monuments

A self guided tour of St Louis Cemetery 1 provides the opportunity to explore numerous tombs and

monuments that showcase remarkable craftsmanship and historical significance. Several tombs stand

out due to their architectural uniqueness or the prominence of the individuals interred within them.

The Tomb of Marie Laveau

Perhaps the most famous tomb in St Louis Cemetery 1 is that of Marie Laveau, the legendary Voodoo

Queen of New Orleans. Her tomb attracts visitors worldwide who come to leave offerings and pay

respects. The tomb is marked by distinctive ironwork and is often adorned with tokens left by admirers.

Political and Historical Figures

The cemetery is the final resting place for many influential figures, including governors, judges, and

veterans. Their tombs often feature elaborate carvings and inscriptions that provide insight into their

lives and contributions to Louisiana’s history.



Architectural Highlights of Tombs

Many tombs in St Louis Cemetery 1 are notable for their design elements, such as wrought iron gates,

sculpted angelic figures, and intricate masonry. These features reflect the artistry and religious

symbolism prevalent during the periods in which they were constructed.

Architectural Features and Layout

The layout and architectural style of St Louis Cemetery 1 are distinctive and reflect practical and

cultural considerations unique to New Orleans. The cemetery is organized in a grid pattern with family

tombs arranged in rows, facilitating navigation during a self guided tour.

Above-Ground Tombs

Due to the city’s high water table, traditional underground burials are impractical, leading to the

widespread use of above-ground tombs. These structures vary in size and style, from simple vaults to

grand multi-level mausoleums.

Materials and Construction Techniques

Tombs are primarily constructed from brick, stone, and stucco, materials chosen for durability and

aesthetic appeal. The craftsmanship often includes detailed ironwork, sculptural elements, and

religious iconography that convey the beliefs and status of those interred.



Cemetery Layout and Navigation

The cemetery’s grid layout is designed to maximize space and allow for orderly placement of tombs.

Clear pathways between rows aid visitors in navigating the site during a self guided tour, enabling

efficient exploration of key points of interest.

Tips for Navigating the Cemetery

A successful self guided tour of St Louis Cemetery 1 requires awareness of the cemetery’s rules,

respectful behavior, and practical strategies for navigation. Observing these guidelines will ensure a

respectful and informative visit.

Respectful Conduct

Visitors should maintain a respectful demeanor, recognizing that the cemetery is an active burial

ground. Avoid loud noises, refrain from touching tombs unnecessarily, and respect any posted signage

or instructions from caretakers.

Using Maps and Guides

Carrying a detailed map or guidebook can greatly enhance the self guided experience. Many

resources provide descriptions of notable tombs, historical context, and suggested walking routes to

cover the most significant areas efficiently.



Safety Considerations

While the cemetery is generally safe during daylight hours, visitors should remain aware of their

surroundings and avoid isolated areas. Walking on uneven surfaces requires caution to prevent

tripping or injury.

Local Legends and Cultural Significance

The mystique surrounding St Louis Cemetery 1 is amplified by numerous local legends and its role in

New Orleans’ cultural tapestry. These stories contribute to the cemetery’s allure and enrich the

experience of visitors exploring independently.

Voodoo and Spiritual Traditions

St Louis Cemetery 1 is closely associated with Voodoo practices, particularly due to Marie Laveau’s

legacy. Many visitors come to learn about the spiritual rituals and folklore intertwined with the

cemetery’s history, adding a layer of cultural depth to the visit.

Ghost Stories and Paranormal Activity

The cemetery is often cited in tales of hauntings and supernatural occurrences. While these stories are

part of local folklore, they contribute to the cemetery’s reputation as a fascinating and enigmatic

destination, attracting those interested in the paranormal.



Cultural Events and Preservation Efforts

The cemetery is also a site for cultural events and ongoing preservation initiatives aimed at

maintaining its historical integrity. Understanding these efforts highlights the community’s commitment

to honoring and protecting this important landmark.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?

A self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 allows visitors to explore the historic cemetery at their

own pace using maps, guidebooks, or mobile apps without a formal tour guide.

Is it allowed to do a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?

Yes, self-guided tours are allowed, but visitors must follow all cemetery rules and respect the grounds.

Some areas may require permits or guided tours for access.

Where can I find a map or guide for a self-guided tour of St. Louis

Cemetery No. 1?

Maps and guides can often be found online on tourism websites, at the cemetery entrance, or through

mobile apps dedicated to New Orleans historic sites.

What are the must-see gravesites on a self-guided tour of St. Louis

Cemetery No. 1?

Notable graves include that of Voodoo Queen Marie Laveau, Homer Plessy, and the many unique

above-ground tombs and family vaults that tell the history of New Orleans.



Are there any safety tips for doing a self-guided tour of St. Louis

Cemetery No. 1?

Visitors should stay on marked paths, avoid visiting after dark, watch their step due to uneven ground,

and be respectful of other visitors and the cemetery environment.

Can I take photographs during a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery

No. 1?

Yes, photography is generally allowed, but visitors should avoid using flash near delicate tombs and be

respectful of people attending services or visiting graves.

How long does a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 typically

take?

A self-guided tour typically takes about 45 minutes to 1.5 hours, depending on how thoroughly you

explore and read the historical information.

What is the historical significance of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is the oldest cemetery in New Orleans, established in 1789, and is famous

for its above-ground tombs and as the resting place of notable figures, reflecting the city’s rich cultural

and historical heritage.

Additional Resources

1. St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: A Self-Guided Tour

This book offers an in-depth exploration of New Orleans' oldest and most famous cemetery. It provides

detailed maps and historical context for the notable tombs and mausoleums found within. Readers will

gain insight into the unique burial customs and the cultural significance of the cemetery.



2. The Tombs of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

A comprehensive guide focused on the architectural and artistic aspects of the tombs in St. Louis

Cemetery No. 1. The book includes high-quality photographs and descriptions of famous graves,

including that of Voodoo Queen Marie Laveau. It’s ideal for those interested in history, art, and

folklore.

3. Haunted St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: Legends and Lore

This book delves into the ghost stories and paranormal legends surrounding St. Louis Cemetery No. 1.

It combines historical facts with eerie tales, making it a fascinating read for those intrigued by the

supernatural. The author also provides tips for visitors hoping to experience the cemetery’s spooky

atmosphere.

4. Walking Through History: St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

A narrative-driven guide that takes readers on a walking tour of the cemetery, highlighting key

historical figures buried there. The book blends storytelling with practical advice for navigating the site.

It’s perfect for tourists and history buffs alike.

5. Voodoo and Burial: The Mystique of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

This book explores the intersection of Voodoo culture and burial traditions at St. Louis Cemetery No. 1.

It covers the life of Marie Laveau and the ongoing cultural practices linked to the cemetery. Readers

will learn about rituals, symbolism, and the spiritual significance of the site.

6. Architectural Marvels of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

Focusing on the design and construction of the cemetery’s tombs, this book highlights the

craftsmanship and styles from different historical periods. It includes detailed illustrations and

background on the architects and families who built these monuments. A must-have for enthusiasts of

architecture and history.

7. A Traveler’s Guide to New Orleans’ Historic Cemeteries

While covering several historic cemeteries in New Orleans, this guide dedicates a significant section to

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1. It offers practical tips for self-guided tours, maps, and insight into the



cultural heritage of the area. A great companion for visitors wanting a broader context.

8. Secrets Beneath the Stones: Stories from St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

This collection of stories brings to life the personal histories behind the graves in St. Louis Cemetery

No. 1. It reveals intriguing anecdotes and lesser-known facts about the people interred there. The book

enriches the visitor’s experience with human stories that transcend time.

9. St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: An Illustrated History

Combining rich illustrations with historical narrative, this book paints a vivid picture of the cemetery’s

evolution. It covers the founding, notable burials, and changes over the centuries. Suitable for both

casual readers and scholars interested in New Orleans history.
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