september 11 2001 attack on new york
city

The September 11, 2001 attack on New York City was a series of coordinated
terrorist attacks that profoundly impacted the United States and the world. On that fateful
day, four commercial airliners were hijacked by members of the extremist group al-Qaeda,
leading to catastrophic events that would change the course of history. This article aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the attacks, their aftermath, and the enduring legacy
they left behind.

Background of the Attacks

The September 11 attacks were not isolated incidents; they were the culmination of years
of escalating tensions and anti-American sentiment in the Middle East. Several factors
contributed to the radicalization of individuals and the formation of terrorist groups such
as al-Qaeda, founded by Osama bin Laden in 1988. Key elements include:

e U.S. Foreign Policy: American support for Israel and military presence in Saudi
Arabia fueled resentment among various extremist groups.

¢ Globalization: As the world became more interconnected, so did the dissemination
of extremist ideologies.

e Political Instability: Ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, including the Gulf War
and the rise of oppressive regimes, created fertile ground for terrorism.

These factors set the stage for the September 11 attacks, which would demonstrate the
vulnerability of the United States to such acts of terrorism.

The Attacks on September 11, 2001

On the morning of September 11, 2001, four commercial airliners were hijacked by 19
terrorists. The hijackers took control of the planes with the intention of using them as
weapons against key targets in the United States. The sequence of events unfolded as
follows:

Timeline of Events

1. 8:46 AM - American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade



Center.

2. 9:03 AM - United Airlines Flight 175 struck the South Tower of the World Trade Center.
3. 9:37 AM - American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon, the headquarters of
the U.S. Department of Defense.

4.10:03 AM - United Airlines Flight 93, believed to be headed for a target in Washington,
D.C., crashed into a field in Pennsylvania after passengers attempted to overcome the
hijackers.

Immediate Impact

The attacks caused extensive destruction and loss of life. In total, nearly 3,000 people
were killed, including:

e 2,977 victims from various n

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main targets of the September 11,
2001 attacks in New York City?

The main targets were the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
The attacks aimed to strike high-profile symbols of American economic and military
power.

How did the September 11 attacks impact U.S.
foreign policy?

The attacks led to a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy, resulting in the War on
Terror, the invasion of Afghanistan to dismantle al-Qaeda, and increased military
presence in the Middle East.

What security measures were implemented in the
U.S. following the September 11 attacks?

Following the attacks, the U.S. implemented various security measures including the
creation of the Department of Homeland Security, the introduction of the USA
PATRIOT Act, and enhanced airport security protocols.



How did the September 11 attacks affect global
perceptions of terrorism?

The attacks heightened global awareness of terrorism as a significant threat, leading
to increased international cooperation on counter-terrorism efforts and a focus on
combating extremist ideologies.

What was the immediate response of first responders
during the September 11 attacks?

First responders, including firefighters, police officers, and emergency medical
personnel, rushed to the scene to rescue survivors, despite the risks, and many lost
their lives in the effort to save others.

What is the significance of the September 11
Memorial and Museum?

The September 11 Memorial and Museum serves to honor the lives lost during the
attacks, educate the public about the events of that day, and promote a message of
resilience and remembrance.
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