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September 11, 2001, marks a significant event in American history, as it was
the day that terrorist attacks were carried out by the extremist group al-
Qaeda. The September 11 Webquest is an educational tool designed to help
students learn about the events of that day, the aftermath, and its
implications on global politics and society. In this article, we will explore
the components of the September 11 Webquest, provide an answer key for common
questions, and discuss its educational importance.

Understanding the September 11 Webquest

The September 11 Webquest is structured to engage students with various
online resources, including articles, videos, and interactive timelines. The
goal is to promote critical thinking and understanding of the complexities
surrounding the events of September 11 and their far-reaching consequences.

Objective of the Webquest

The primary objectives of the September 11 Webquest are as follows:

1. Comprehension of Events: Students are expected to gain a clear
understanding of the timeline of events on September 11, 2001.
2. Analysis of Impact: The Webquest encourages students to analyze the
immediate and long-term impacts of the attacks on U.S. domestic and foreign
policy.
3. Critical Thinking: By exploring various perspectives, students are
prompted to think critically about terrorism, security, and civil liberties.
4. Empathy and Awareness: The Webquest aims to foster empathy by discussing
the human stories behind the statistics.

Components of the Webquest

The Webquest typically includes several key components:

Introduction

In this section, students are introduced to the events of September 11, 2001.
They learn about the four coordinated attacks: two on the World Trade Center,



one on the Pentagon, and the fourth, United Airlines Flight 93, which was
brought down in Pennsylvania by heroic passengers.

Tasks

Students are assigned various tasks, such as:

1. Research: Investigate the timeline of the attacks and identify significant
moments.
2. Interview: Conduct interviews with individuals who experienced the event
or its aftermath.
3. Reflection: Write a reflective piece about what they learned and how it
impacted their understanding of global issues.
4. Presentation: Create a presentation summarizing their findings to share
with their classmates.

Process

The process involves guided steps, where students navigate through different
online resources and databases to gather information. This section emphasizes
critical thinking as students evaluate sources for credibility and relevance.

Evaluation

In the evaluation section, students are assessed based on the quality of
their research, the depth of their reflections, and the effectiveness of
their presentations. Rubrics typically include criteria like:

- Content Knowledge: Understanding of the events and their implications.
- Engagement: Participation in discussions and activities.
- Critical Analysis: Ability to analyze and synthesize information.
- Creativity: Innovation in presenting findings.

Sample Questions and Answers for the Webquest

To provide clarity for educators and students, here is a sample answer key to
common questions that may arise during the Webquest.

Timeline of Events

1. What time did the first plane hit the World Trade Center?



- Answer: The first plane, American Airlines Flight 11, hit the North Tower
at 8:46 AM.

2. How many planes were hijacked on September 11?
- Answer: Four planes were hijacked.

3. What were the targets of the hijacked planes?
- Answer: The North and South Towers of the World Trade Center, the Pentagon,
and a targeted location in Washington, D.C. (which was likely the White House
or Capitol).

Immediate Impact

1. What was the immediate response from the U.S. government?
- Answer: The U.S. government initiated a nationwide emergency response,
including the grounding of all flights and the declaration of a state of
emergency.

2. How many people lost their lives as a result of the attacks?
- Answer: Approximately 3,000 people were killed in the attacks, including
passengers on the planes, first responders, and civilians in the buildings.

Long-Term Effects

1. What legislation was passed in response to the attacks?
- Answer: The USA PATRIOT Act was passed in October 2001, expanding law
enforcement's surveillance and investigative powers.

2. What was the impact on U.S. foreign policy?
- Answer: The attacks led to the initiation of the War on Terror, including
the invasion of Afghanistan to dismantle al-Qaeda and remove the Taliban from
power.

Personal Reflections

1. How did the events of September 11 change perceptions of security in the
United States?
- Answer: There was a significant shift towards heightened security measures
in airports, public spaces, and government buildings.

2. What lessons can be learned from September 11 regarding global conflict?
- Answer: The events emphasized the importance of understanding the root
causes of terrorism, the need for international cooperation, and the balance
between security and civil liberties.



Educational Importance of the Webquest

The September 11 Webquest serves a vital role in education for several
reasons:

Promoting Historical Literacy

Understanding the events of September 11 helps students grasp the
complexities of modern history, including the social, political, and
emotional landscape of the early 21st century.

Encouraging Critical Thinking Skills

Students learn to evaluate sources, recognize bias, and understand different
perspectives, skills that are essential in today’s information-rich world.

Fostering Empathy and Understanding

By exploring personal stories and the human impact of the attacks, students
develop a sense of empathy and a deeper understanding of the consequences of
violence and conflict.

Connection to Current Events

The Webquest also connects historical events to ongoing global issues,
encouraging students to analyze modern-day terrorism, security policies, and
international relations in the context of the lessons learned from September
11.

Conclusion

The September 11 Webquest is a powerful educational resource that not only
teaches students about a pivotal moment in history but also equips them with
critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of the world. By
exploring the complexities of the event and its aftermath, students are
better prepared to engage with contemporary issues in a thoughtful and
informed manner. The answer key provides a foundation for educators to guide
discussions and reflections, ensuring that the lessons of September 11 are
not forgotten but are instead used to promote peace and understanding in the
future.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a WebQuest, and how is it related to
September 11?
A WebQuest is an inquiry-oriented online tool that uses web resources to help
students learn. Regarding September 11, WebQuests can be designed to explore
the events, causes, and impacts of the September 11 attacks.

What are common themes explored in September 11
WebQuests?
Common themes include the historical context of the attacks, personal stories
of those affected, national security changes, and global reactions to
terrorism.

What resources are typically included in a September
11 WebQuest?
Resources often include news articles, documentaries, survivor testimonies,
government reports, and educational websites that provide information about
the events and their aftermath.

How can educators assess students' understanding in
a September 11 WebQuest?
Educators can assess understanding through projects, presentations,
reflective essays, and discussions that require students to synthesize
information and express their insights on the events.

What skills do students develop through
participating in a September 11 WebQuest?
Students develop research skills, critical thinking, collaboration, and
digital literacy as they navigate online resources and engage in discussions
about the events.

Why is it important to teach about September 11
using a WebQuest format?
Using a WebQuest format promotes active learning and encourages students to
engage deeply with the material, fostering a better understanding of the
significance of September 11 in a historical and personal context.



What challenges might educators face when creating a
September 11 WebQuest?
Challenges include finding age-appropriate materials, addressing sensitive
topics with care, and ensuring that students can critically analyze diverse
perspectives on the events.

How can technology enhance the learning experience
in a September 11 WebQuest?
Technology can enhance learning by providing access to a wide array of
multimedia resources, interactive timelines, and forums for discussion,
making the exploration of September 11 more engaging and comprehensive.
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