
sergeants major of the army
Sergeants Major of the Army hold a prestigious position within the United States Army. As the
senior enlisted advisors, they play a critical role in shaping the policies and standards that govern the
lives of soldiers. Understanding the history, responsibilities, and significance of the Sergeants Major of
the Army provides invaluable insight into the structure and function of the U.S. Army.

History of the Sergeants Major of the Army

The role of the Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA) was officially established in 1966, but its roots can
be traced back to the early days of the U.S. Army when the rank of sergeant major was first
introduced. Here’s a brief overview of its evolution:

Pre-1966: The Army had various ranks of sergeants major, but no centralized figure
representing all enlisted personnel.

1966: The position of SMA was created to serve as the principal advisor to the Chief of Staff of
the Army on all matters concerning enlisted personnel.

1970s-1980s: The role evolved to include leadership development, enlisted promotions, and
professional military education.

1990s-Present: The SMA has become a vital component in shaping Army policy and culture,
representing the voice of the enlisted soldiers at the highest levels of military leadership.

Responsibilities of the Sergeant Major of the Army

The SMA has a wide range of responsibilities that impact soldiers, units, and the Army as a whole.
Some of the key duties include:

1. Advisor to Leadership
The SMA serves as the principal advisor to the Chief of Staff of the Army, providing insights on
enlisted personnel matters and influencing key decisions that affect soldiers.

2. Enlisted Advocacy
They advocate for the concerns and welfare of enlisted soldiers, ensuring their voices are heard in
discussions about policy changes and resource allocation.



3. Professional Development
The SMA oversees the professional development programs for enlisted soldiers, including training,
education, and career progression.

4. Policy Development
Working with senior leadership, the SMA helps develop and implement policies that govern the
enlisted force, focusing on issues such as recruitment, retention, and morale.

5. Representation at Ceremonies and Events
The SMA often represents the Army at various national and international ceremonies, reinforcing the
importance of the enlisted force to the public and other military branches.

Significance of the Sergeant Major of the Army

The position of SMA is significant for several reasons:

1. Bridging the Gap
The SMA acts as a crucial link between enlisted soldiers and the Army’s senior leadership, ensuring
that the concerns and experiences of the enlisted force are communicated effectively.

2. Shaping Army Culture
By influencing policies and promoting a positive culture within the Army, the SMA plays a key role in
maintaining morale, discipline, and operational readiness.

3. Leadership Development
The SMA is instrumental in developing future leaders within the Army by emphasizing the importance
of mentorship, training, and professional growth for enlisted soldiers.

4. Enhancing Soldier Welfare
Through advocacy and policy development, the SMA ensures that soldiers have access to the
resources and support they need to thrive both personally and professionally.

Famous Sergeants Major of the Army



Over the years, several individuals have held the esteemed title of Sergeant Major of the Army. Each
has left a unique mark on the Army and its enlisted personnel. Here are a few notable SMAs:

SGM William O. Wooldridge (1966-1968): The first Sergeant Major of the Army, he set the
standard for the role and laid the groundwork for future SMAs.

SGM Richard A. Kidd (1983-1987): Known for advocating for the enlisted force, he played a
key role in improving soldier benefits.

SGM Kenneth O. Preston (2004-2008): Focused on improving the quality of life for soldiers
and their families, he championed initiatives supporting family readiness.

SGM Daniel A. Dailey (2015-2019): Advocated for soldiers' rights and worked to enhance
the Army's noncommissioned officer corps.

Conclusion

In summary, the role of the Sergeant Major of the Army is vital to the U.S. Army’s success and the
welfare of its soldiers. With a rich history, a wide range of responsibilities, and significant influence
over Army culture and policy, the SMA stands as a key figure in ensuring that the enlisted force is
heard and supported. As the Army continues to evolve, the role of the SMA will remain integral in
shaping the future of the organization and the lives of the soldiers who serve.

Understanding the importance of this position not only honors the legacy of past Sergeants Major but
also emphasizes the ongoing commitment to leadership, advocacy, and professional development
within the Army.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of a Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA)?
The Sergeant Major of the Army serves as the senior enlisted advisor to the Chief of Staff of the Army,
providing guidance on enlisted matters, policy, and the overall welfare and development of enlisted
soldiers.

How is the Sergeant Major of the Army selected?
The SMA is typically selected from the ranks of experienced Command Sergeants Major with a proven
record of leadership, service, and dedication, usually after a rigorous evaluation process by senior
Army leadership.



What are some key responsibilities of the Sergeant Major of
the Army?
Key responsibilities include advising on enlisted personnel policies, advocating for soldiers' needs,
participating in Army strategic planning, and representing enlisted soldiers' interests at the highest
levels of Army leadership.

How does the SMA influence Army policy and culture?
The SMA influences Army policy and culture by providing feedback from the enlisted ranks,
participating in decision-making processes, and promoting initiatives that enhance soldier quality of
life, training, and morale.

What is the significance of the SMA's position in military
ceremonies?
The SMA's position in military ceremonies symbolizes the importance of enlisted leadership in the
Army, and the SMA often plays a key role in representing the enlisted force at formal events and
ceremonies.

Who was the first Sergeant Major of the Army?
The first Sergeant Major of the Army was William O. Woolridge, who was appointed to the position on
July 11, 1966, and helped establish the role and responsibilities of the SMA within the Army.
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