
sermon sinners in the hands of an angry
god
sermon sinners in the hands of an angry god is one of the most famous and powerful
sermons in American religious history. Delivered by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 during the
Great Awakening, it vividly portrays the precarious state of sinners under the wrath of an
angry God. This sermon has been extensively studied for its intense imagery, theological
depth, and its impact on American evangelicalism. Understanding the context, themes,
and rhetorical strategies of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" provides valuable
insight into 18th-century Puritan beliefs and the dynamics of revivalist preaching. This
article explores the historical background, key themes, literary techniques, and lasting
influence of this seminal sermon.
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Historical Context of "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God"

"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" was preached by Jonathan Edwards, a prominent
Puritan preacher and theologian, during the period known as the Great Awakening in
colonial America. This was a time of religious revival and fervent evangelical activity
spanning the 1730s and 1740s. Edwards delivered the sermon in Enfield, Connecticut, in
1741 to awaken his congregation to the urgent need for repentance and spiritual renewal.

The Great Awakening

The Great Awakening was characterized by emotional preaching, conversions, and a
renewed emphasis on personal faith and salvation. It challenged the established religious
order and encouraged a more direct and personal relationship with God. Edwards’ sermon
exemplified the revivalist style, using vivid imagery to evoke fear and urgency among
listeners.



Jonathan Edwards: Background and Role

Jonathan Edwards was a Harvard-educated minister known for his intellectual rigor and
passionate sermons. His theological views were deeply rooted in Calvinism, emphasizing
predestination, the sovereignty of God, and the depravity of man. Edwards aimed to
awaken sinners to their perilous condition and the imminent danger of divine judgment.

Major Themes in the Sermon

"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" centers on several interrelated themes that
underscore the precarious nature of human existence and the necessity of divine grace for
salvation.

The Wrath of God

A predominant theme is the terrifying wrath of God against sinners. Edwards portrays God
as justifiably angry due to human sinfulness, ready to unleash punishment at any moment.
This divine wrath is depicted as a powerful and imminent force that keeps sinners
suspended over eternal damnation.

The Uncertainty of Human Life

The sermon stresses the fragile and fleeting nature of human life. Edwards uses
metaphors such as a spider held over a fire or a bow bent ready to release an arrow to
illustrate how easily a person can fall into Hell without warning. This theme serves to
instill a sense of urgency in listeners.

The Need for Repentance and Conversion

Edwards emphasizes that only through genuine repentance and conversion can sinners
escape God’s wrath. He calls for a heartfelt turning away from sin and a surrender to
God’s mercy. The sermon conveys that salvation is entirely dependent on God’s grace, not
human effort.

The Sovereignty of God

Throughout the sermon, God’s absolute power and control over human fate are
highlighted. Edwards insists that sinners are entirely at God’s mercy, and their continued



existence is solely due to His forbearance. This reinforces the Calvinist doctrine of divine
sovereignty and predestination.

Rhetorical and Literary Devices Used

Jonathan Edwards employs a range of rhetorical strategies and literary devices to create a
powerful and persuasive sermon that resonates deeply with its audience.

Vivid Imagery and Metaphors

The sermon is renowned for its striking and often terrifying imagery. Edwards uses
metaphors such as a spider dangling by a thread, a bow bent ready to shoot, and the pit of
Hell as a fiery furnace. These vivid images serve to make abstract theological concepts
tangible and memorable.

Emotional Appeals

Edwards appeals to the emotions of fear, guilt, and awe to motivate his listeners. By
portraying the imminent danger of damnation, he seeks to evoke a visceral response that
will prompt immediate repentance.

Repetition and Parallelism

The sermon frequently repeats key phrases and ideas to emphasize urgency and reinforce
the message. Parallel structures help to build rhythm and intensity, making the sermon
more impactful and easier to remember.

Use of Scripture

Edwards extensively cites biblical passages to support his arguments. Scriptural authority
reinforces the seriousness of the message and aligns the sermon with Christian doctrine,
lending it credibility and weight.

Impact and Legacy of the Sermon

"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" had a profound influence on American religious
history and continues to be studied for its theological and rhetorical significance.



Influence on the Great Awakening

The sermon played a key role in energizing the Great Awakening, inspiring many to
experience religious conversion and renewal. It exemplified the revivalist preaching style
that emphasized emotional engagement and personal transformation.

Contribution to American Evangelicalism

Edwards’ sermon helped shape the development of American evangelicalism by
highlighting themes of human depravity, divine judgment, and the necessity of salvation.
These themes remain central to evangelical theology and preaching.

Enduring Literary and Theological Significance

The sermon is frequently analyzed in academic settings for its masterful use of language
and its profound theological insights. It remains a classic example of Puritan preaching
and a powerful illustration of the religious mindset of colonial America.

Key Points About the Sermon's Legacy

Revitalized religious fervor during the Great Awakening

Influenced subsequent evangelical preaching styles

Provided a vivid portrayal of Puritan theology

Continues to be studied in theological and literary contexts

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the sermon 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God'?
The sermon 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' was written by Jonathan Edwards, a
prominent preacher during the Great Awakening in the 18th century.



What is the main theme of 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God'?
The main theme of the sermon is the idea of God's wrath and the precarious position of
sinners, emphasizing the need for repentance to avoid eternal damnation.

When and where was 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God' first delivered?
Jonathan Edwards first delivered the sermon on July 8, 1741, in Enfield, Connecticut,
during the period known as the Great Awakening.

Why is 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
considered a powerful example of Puritan preaching?
It is considered powerful because of its vivid imagery, emotional intensity, and urgent call
to repentance, reflecting Puritan beliefs about sin, salvation, and God's justice.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Sinners
in the Hands of an Angry God'?
The sermon uses vivid imagery, metaphors, similes, and repetition to evoke fear and
convey the severity of God's judgment against sinners.

How does Jonathan Edwards describe the fate of sinners
in the sermon?
Edwards describes sinners as being held over the pit of hell by a slender thread,
vulnerable to God's wrath and capable of falling into eternal damnation at any moment
without repentance.

What impact did 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
have on its audience?
The sermon reportedly caused many listeners to experience intense emotional reactions,
leading to conversions and a renewed commitment to religious faith during the Great
Awakening.

How is 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' relevant
to modern readers?
It remains relevant as a historical example of persuasive religious rhetoric, illustrating
themes of morality, human nature, and the concept of divine justice that continue to
provoke reflection today.



Additional Resources
1. The Great Awakening: Jonathan Edwards and the Power of Preaching
This book explores the life and influence of Jonathan Edwards, the author of "Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God." It delves into the context of the Great Awakening, a religious
revival in colonial America, highlighting how Edwards' fiery sermons sparked renewed
faith and repentance. The book also examines the theological themes that underpin his
preaching style and its lasting impact on American evangelicalism.

2. Fire and Wrath: The Theology Behind "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"
A detailed analysis of the theological concepts that shape Edwards’ famous sermon, this
book explains doctrines such as original sin, divine wrath, and predestination. It provides
readers with an understanding of Puritan beliefs and how these ideas were intended to
inspire both fear and repentance among listeners. The book also discusses the balance
between God’s justice and mercy in Edwards’ message.

3. Preaching Hellfire: The Art and Impact of Jonathan Edwards’ Sermons
Focusing on Edwards’ preaching techniques, this book examines how vivid imagery and
emotional appeal were used to captivate congregations. It investigates the historical and
cultural factors that made sermons like "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" effective
tools for spiritual revival. Readers will gain insight into the power of rhetoric in religious
settings.

4. Repentance and Redemption: Understanding Puritan Spirituality
This book situates Edwards’ sermon within the broader framework of Puritan spirituality,
emphasizing themes of sin, repentance, and salvation. It offers a comprehensive look at
the religious mindset of 18th-century New England and the role sermons played in
shaping moral behavior. The narrative also covers how fear was used as a motivator for
personal transformation.

5. Voices of the Great Awakening: Sermons That Changed America
Highlighting key sermons from the Great Awakening period, including "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God," this book showcases how evangelical preachers stirred religious
fervor across the colonies. It provides historical context and biographical sketches of
prominent figures, illustrating the diversity of preaching styles and messages. The book
underscores the movement’s influence on American religious identity.

6. God’s Wrath and Human Frailty: A Study of Jonathan Edwards’ Sermon
An academic exploration of the themes of divine judgment and human vulnerability in
Edwards’ sermon, this book discusses the psychological and spiritual effects of his
preaching on audiences. It investigates how the sermon reflects Puritan beliefs about the
precariousness of human life and the need for constant vigilance against sin. The study
also considers criticisms and defenses of Edwards’ approach.

7. From Fear to Faith: The Legacy of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"
This book traces the historical reception and influence of Edwards’ sermon from the 18th
century to modern times. It examines how interpretations of the sermon have evolved and
how its themes continue to resonate in contemporary evangelical thought. The author also
reflects on the balance between fear-based and hope-based preaching in Christian
ministry.



8. The Fire Within: Spiritual Revival and Religious Zeal in Colonial America
Examining the broader religious revival movements, this book places Edwards’ sermon
within the context of widespread spiritual awakening. It explores the social, political, and
religious factors that fueled evangelical enthusiasm and the role of sermons in community
transformation. The narrative also discusses the lasting effects of revivalism on American
culture.

9. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God: Text, Context, and Commentary
This edition provides the full text of Edwards’ sermon alongside historical background and
scholarly commentary. It helps readers understand the sermon’s language, symbolism,
and intended impact. The book is ideal for students and scholars seeking an in-depth
engagement with one of America’s most famous religious texts.
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