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Introduction to "Set in Darkness" by Ian Rankin

"Set in Darkness" is a gripping novel written by the acclaimed Scottish author Ian Rankin, known for
his intricate plots and deeply developed characters. This book is part of the Inspector Rebus series, a
collection that has garnered a loyal readership and critical acclaim since its inception. First published
in 1997, "Set in Darkness" not only showcases Rankin's trademark style but also delves into the
complex socio-political landscape of Edinburgh. Through this narrative, Rankin explores themes of
morality, justice, and the human condition, all while keeping readers on the edge of their seats.

Overview of the Plot

"Set in Darkness" unfolds against the backdrop of a city grappling with change, as Edinburgh prepares
for the new Scottish Parliament's opening. The story centers around Inspector John Rebus, a hard-
boiled detective whose unorthodox methods often put him at odds with his superiors. The plot kicks
off with the discovery of a body in the city's Old Town, which is soon linked to a series of unsettling
events involving political intrigue and corruption.

Main Characters

The novel introduces an array of characters, each contributing to the rich tapestry of the narrative.
Some of the key characters include:

Inspector John Rebus: The protagonist, a seasoned detective with a complex personality and
a troubled past.

DS Siobhan Clarke: Rebus’s partner, who navigates the challenges of working with him while
developing her own investigative acumen.

Detective Inspector Malcolm Fox: A character who represents a different approach to
policing and often finds himself at odds with Rebus.

Various political figures: Their actions and motivations are crucial to the unfolding mystery,
reflecting the novel's themes of power and ethics.

Thematic Exploration



Ian Rankin's "Set in Darkness" is rich with themes that resonate throughout the narrative. Here are
some of the prominent themes explored in the book:

1. Morality and Justice

The novel delves into the gray areas of morality, particularly concerning the legal system and law
enforcement. Rebus often finds himself questioning the ethical implications of his actions and the
actions of those around him. This theme raises important questions about what constitutes justice
and whether the ends justify the means.

2. The Impact of Politics on Society

As Edinburgh transitions into a new political era, the novel illustrates how political decisions can
reverberate through society. Rankin examines the intersection of crime and politics, demonstrating
how the two are often entwined. The characters’ dealings with political figures reveal the corruption
and moral dilemmas that can arise in the pursuit of power.

3. Isolation and Connection

Rebus is often portrayed as a solitary figure, struggling with personal demons and the weight of his
profession. However, throughout the novel, he also seeks connections with others, be it through his
relationships with colleagues or the victims he seeks to understand. This theme of isolation versus
connection is central to Rebus's character development.

Setting: Edinburgh as a Character

Rankin’s portrayal of Edinburgh is vivid and atmospheric, making the city itself a character in the
novel. The rich history, juxtaposed with modern developments, serves as a backdrop for the unfolding
drama. Key locations, such as the Old Town, highlight the contrasts within the city – the beautiful and
the grotesque, the historical and the contemporary. This setting not only enriches the narrative but
also mirrors the internal struggles of the characters.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Ian Rankin employs a variety of narrative techniques that enhance the storytelling in "Set in
Darkness."

1. Multi-Perspective Narration



The book features multiple perspectives, allowing readers to gain insights into the minds of different
characters. This technique builds tension and adds complexity to the plot, as readers are privy to
various motivations and secrets.

2. Foreshadowing and Suspense

Rankin expertly uses foreshadowing to hint at future events, creating a sense of suspense that keeps
readers engaged. The careful placement of clues throughout the narrative encourages readers to
piece together the mystery alongside Rebus.

3. Realism and Detail

The attention to detail in Rankin's writing enhances the realism of the story. From the descriptions of
crime scenes to the psychological depth of characters, the narrative is grounded in authenticity that
resonates with readers.

Critical Reception

"Set in Darkness" received positive reviews upon its release, with critics praising Rankin's ability to
weave complex narratives filled with rich character development and thought-provoking themes. The
novel was noted for its intricate plotting and the way it captures the essence of Edinburgh. Readers
have pointed out that Rankin's style is both accessible and engaging, making it a compelling read for
both fans of crime fiction and those new to the genre.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Ian Rankin's "Set in Darkness" is a masterful entry in the Inspector Rebus series that
encapsulates the essence of crime fiction while exploring deeply-rooted themes of morality, politics,
and human connection. Through the lens of a changing Edinburgh, Rankin crafts a narrative that is
both thrilling and thought-provoking, showcasing his talent for storytelling and character
development. For those interested in a novel that not only entertains but also prompts reflection on
societal issues, "Set in Darkness" is an essential read. Whether you are a longtime fan of the series or
new to Rankin's work, this novel is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Set in Darkness' by Ian Rankin?
'Set in Darkness' follows Inspector Rebus as he investigates the murder of a prominent politician
amidst the backdrop of Edinburgh's political landscape and the rise of Scottish nationalism.



Who is the protagonist in 'Set in Darkness'?
The protagonist is Inspector John Rebus, a seasoned detective known for his gritty approach to crime-
solving.

What themes are explored in 'Set in Darkness'?
The novel explores themes of political corruption, the complexities of law enforcement, and the moral
ambiguities faced by individuals in power.

How does 'Set in Darkness' fit into the Rebus series?
'Set in Darkness' is the sixth book in the Inspector Rebus series, continuing the character's
development and the overarching narrative of his career.

What is the significance of the title 'Set in Darkness'?
The title reflects the dark themes of the novel, including the moral challenges faced by characters
and the shadowy aspects of politics and crime.

Which real-world events influenced 'Set in Darkness'?
The novel is influenced by the political climate in Scotland during the late 1990s, particularly the rise
of the Scottish Parliament and discussions around nationalism.

What role does Edinburgh play in 'Set in Darkness'?
Edinburgh serves as a crucial backdrop for the story, with its historical and cultural significance
shaping the narrative and the characters' interactions.

How does Ian Rankin portray Inspector Rebus's character in
this book?
Rankin portrays Rebus as a flawed but determined detective, grappling with personal demons while
navigating a complicated investigation.

Are there any recurring characters in 'Set in Darkness'?
Yes, recurring characters include Rebus's colleagues in the police force and various figures from
Edinburgh's political scene, adding depth to the narrative.

What have critics said about 'Set in Darkness'?
Critics have praised 'Set in Darkness' for its intricate plotting, character development, and its
insightful commentary on contemporary Scottish society.
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