
seven steps for judging prophecy

Judging prophecy is a crucial aspect of discerning the messages that claim divine origin. In an age where
information spreads rapidly and various voices claim to speak on behalf of the divine, it becomes essential
for believers to evaluate prophetic messages carefully. This article will outline seven systematic steps to
help individuals and communities accurately judge prophecies, ensuring that they align with scriptural
truths and the character of God.

Step 1: Understand the Source of the Prophecy

Recognizing the Speaker

One of the first steps in judging prophecy is to assess who is delivering the message. Is the individual
known for their integrity and alignment with biblical teachings? Consider the following:

- Background and Reputation: Investigate the speaker's history. Have they delivered accurate messages in
the past?
- Moral Character: Do they exhibit the fruits of the Spirit as outlined in Galatians 5:22-23?
- Affiliation: What religious or denominational group do they belong to? Are they aligned with orthodox
beliefs?

God’s Messengers in Scripture

Throughout the Bible, God has used various individuals as prophets. Understanding the characteristics of
true prophets from biblical accounts can provide a template for modern assessments:

- Moses: Known for his humility and direct communication with God (Numbers 12:3).
- Isaiah: Spoke out against injustice and sin, always bringing the people back to God.
- New Testament Prophets: The apostles, especially Paul, emphasized the importance of testing spirits (1
John 4:1).

Step 2: Examine the Content of the Prophecy



Scriptural Consistency

A crucial criterion for evaluating prophecy is its alignment with Scripture. The Bible is the ultimate
authority for believers, and any prophetic word must be consistent with biblical teachings.

- Direct Quotes: Does the prophecy include scripture directly, or does it distort biblical truths?
- Theological Alignment: Does it adhere to the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, such as salvation,
grace, and the nature of God?

Clarity and Specificity

Prophecies should not be vague or ambiguous. Clear messages often carry specific details that can be tested
against reality. Ask:

- Specific Predictions: Are there identifiable events or outcomes mentioned?
- Fulfillment Possibility: Is the prophecy something that can be verified in the future?

Step 3: Assess the Spirit Behind the Prophecy

Testing the Spirits

In 1 John 4:1, believers are called to test the spirits to see whether they are from God. This involves
examining the spiritual influence behind the prophecy:

- Peace and Conviction: Does the prophecy bring a sense of peace, or does it instill fear and confusion?
- God’s Character: Does the spirit behind the prophecy reflect the nature of God—love, grace, and truth?

Discernment through Prayer

Engaging in prayerful discernment is critical:

- Seek the Holy Spirit: Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and wisdom in understanding the prophecy.
- Community Prayer: Involve others in prayer to gain diverse perspectives and insights.



Step 4: Consider the Prophecy’s Impact

Effect on the Community

A genuine prophecy should edify and uplift the body of believers. Evaluate how the prophecy affects the
community at large:

- Unity or Division: Does the prophecy bring people together or create discord?
- Encouragement and Growth: Is the community encouraged to grow spiritually?

Long-term vs. Short-term Effects

While some prophecies may have immediate effects, consider their long-term implications:

- Sustainable Change: Does the message promote lasting change in behavior and faith?
- Alignment with God’s Will: Does it guide the community toward fulfilling God’s mission?

Step 5: Verify with Other Prophetic Voices

Consulting Other Prophets

In many biblical instances, prophecies were confirmed by other prophets. Seek out other prophetic voices
for confirmation:

- Multiple Witnesses: Are there other individuals or leaders who affirm the prophecy?
- Corporate Discernment: Engage in discussions with a group of trusted believers to evaluate the message
together.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of prophetic messages can also provide clarity.

- Past Fulfillments: Have similar prophecies been fulfilled in the past?
- Cultural Relevance: How does the prophecy fit within the current cultural and societal context?



Step 6: Observe the Timing of the Prophecy

Immediate Fulfillment vs. Long-term Prophecies

Some prophecies are intended for immediate application, while others may span longer time frames.

- Urgency: Is the prophecy presented as urgent, or is it something that will unfold over time?
- Historical Precedent: Consider the timing of similar prophecies in biblical accounts.

Patterns of Fulfillment

Observe how God has historically fulfilled prophecies:

- Consistency with God’s Timing: Does the prophecy align with known patterns of God’s timing in
scripture?
- Patience in Waiting: Be prepared for prophecies that require patience for fulfillment.

Step 7: Act on the Prophecy with Caution

Taking Steps of Faith

After thorough evaluation, believers may feel compelled to act on a prophecy. However, this should be
approached with caution:

- Incremental Steps: Take small, measured steps based on the confirmation received.
- Continual Commitment to Discernment: Keep the lines of communication open with God and community
throughout the process.

Documenting the Prophecy

Maintain a record of the prophecy and its evaluation process:

- Written Account: Document the prophecy, its source, and your discernment process.
- Review and Reflect: Regularly revisit the prophecy as events unfold to assess its accuracy and relevance.



Conclusion

Judging prophecy is a profound responsibility that requires diligence, prayer, and communal discernment.
By following these seven steps, individuals can navigate the complex landscape of prophetic messages with
greater assurance and clarity. Ultimately, the goal is to align with God’s will, encourage one another in
faith, and maintain the integrity of the church. As believers, it is essential to remember that every
prophecy should lead us closer to God and His truth, guiding us to a deeper relationship with Him and one
another.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the seven steps for judging prophecy?
The seven steps typically include: 1) Examine the source, 2) Align with scripture, 3) Evaluate the message,
4) Consider the context, 5) Seek confirmation, 6) Assess the fruit, and 7) Pray for discernment.

Why is it important to examine the source of a prophecy?
Examining the source helps determine the credibility and spiritual integrity of the person delivering the
prophecy, ensuring it aligns with God's character.

How can one align a prophecy with scripture?
Aligning with scripture involves comparing the prophecy with biblical teachings and principles to ensure
consistency with God's Word.

What does evaluating the message of a prophecy entail?
Evaluating the message involves analyzing its content for clarity, accuracy, and relevance to ensure it
conveys a truthful and constructive message.

Why is context important when judging prophecy?
Context is vital as it provides background information that helps understand the circumstances under
which the prophecy was given and its intended audience.

What does seeking confirmation in prophecy mean?
Seeking confirmation means looking for additional evidence or affirmation from other trusted sources,
individuals, or the Holy Spirit that supports the prophecy.



How can one assess the fruit of a prophecy?
Assessing the fruit involves observing the outcomes and effects of the prophecy, such as changes in
behavior, spiritual growth, or community impact to determine its validity.

What role does prayer play in judging prophecy?
Prayer is essential for seeking divine guidance and discernment, helping individuals to be sensitive to the
Holy Spirit's insights regarding the prophecy.

Can the seven steps for judging prophecy be applied to personal
revelations?
Yes, the seven steps can be applied to personal revelations to ensure they are spiritually sound and align
with biblical teachings before acting on them.
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