
seward alaska travel guide

Seward Alaska Travel Guide: Nestled at the foot of the majestic Kenai Peninsula, Seward is a picturesque
coastal town that serves as a gateway to some of Alaska's most stunning natural wonders. With its
breathtaking scenery, rich history, and an abundance of outdoor activities, Seward attracts travelers seeking
adventure and tranquility alike. This travel guide will help you explore the best of Seward, from its iconic
sights and activities to dining options and accommodations.

Getting to Seward

Seward is accessible by various modes of transportation, making it relatively easy to reach despite its remote
location.

By Air

- Airports: The closest major airport is Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport (ANC), located about
125 miles north of Seward. From Anchorage, you can take a scenic drive, ride the Alaska Railroad, or book a
shuttle service to reach Seward.
- Charter Flights: For a more direct route, consider chartering a flight to Seward from Anchorage, which can
save time and offer incredible aerial views of the stunning landscapes.

By Road

- Driving: The drive from Anchorage to Seward via the Seward Highway (AK-1) is one of the most beautiful in
America. The highway offers breathtaking views of mountains, fjords, and wildlife. The trip takes about 2.5 to
3 hours, depending on stops.
- Public Transport: Bus services like the Alaska Bus Company operate between Anchorage and Seward,
providing an economical way to travel with stunning views along the way.

By Rail

- Alaska Railroad: The Alaska Railroad offers a scenic train ride from Anchorage to Seward. This journey
showcases the breathtaking landscapes of the region, including rugged mountains and shimmering waters. It’s an
excellent way to relax and enjoy the beauty of the Alaskan wilderness.

Where to Stay

Seward offers a variety of accommodations to suit different budgets and preferences.

Hotels and Lodges

1. Seward Windsong Lodge: Located along the Resurrection River, this lodge offers comfortable
accommodations and stunning views of the surrounding mountains.
2. Harbor 360 Hotel: This waterfront hotel provides easy access to the harbor and offers rooms with



balconies overlooking the water.
3. The Breeze Inn: A budget-friendly option featuring cozy rooms and an on-site restaurant, perfect for
travelers looking to save on accommodation costs.

Camping Options

- Seward Waterfront Park: A beautiful campground located near the harbor, offering stunning views of the
mountains and easy access to local attractions.
- Kachemak Bay State Park: For more adventurous campers, this park is accessible by water taxi and provides a
unique wilderness experience.

Top Attractions in Seward

Seward is packed with attractions that showcase the natural beauty and history of the region.

Kenai Fjords National Park

- Overview: This national park is renowned for its stunning glaciers, marine wildlife, and dramatic coastal
scenery. It’s a must-visit for anyone traveling to Seward.
- Activities:
- Boat Tours: Numerous local companies offer boat tours that take you through the fjords, where you can
see glaciers calving into the sea, watch for marine wildlife like seals, sea lions, and whales.
- Hiking: There are several trails within the park, including the Exit Glacier Trail, which offers a closer look at
the glacier and its surrounding landscapes.

Exit Glacier

- Accessibility: Located just a short drive from downtown Seward, Exit Glacier is easily accessible and offers
various trails for visitors of all skill levels.
- Visitor Center: The Exit Glacier Nature Center provides educational exhibits about the glacier and the
surrounding ecosystem.

Resurrection Bay

- Kayaking: Rent a kayak or join a guided tour to explore the stunning coastline and get up close to the diverse
marine life in Resurrection Bay.
- Fishing: Resurrection Bay is known for its excellent fishing opportunities. You can charter a boat for deep-sea
fishing or fish from the shore.

Outdoor Activities

Seward is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts, offering a range of activities throughout the year.



Wildlife Viewing

- Bird Watching: The area is home to numerous bird species, making it a fantastic destination for bird watchers.
Look for puffins, eagles, and other seabirds.
- Marine Life: During the summer months, whale watching tours are popular, where you can see humpback whales,
orcas, and other marine creatures.

Hiking and Trails

- Harding Icefield Trail: This challenging hike rewards adventurers with breathtaking views of the icefield and
surrounding mountains.
- Caines Head State Recreation Area: This area offers several hiking trails that lead to beautiful beaches and
historic sites, including the remnants of a World War II fortification.

Winter Sports

- Skiing and Snowboarding: During winter, the nearby mountains provide opportunities for skiing and
snowboarding, with local shops offering rentals and lessons.
- Snowshoeing and Cross-Country Skiing: Explore the winter wonderland around Seward with snowshoeing or
cross-country skiing. Many trails are available for all skill levels.

Cultural Experiences

Seward is rich in history and culture, providing visitors with an opportunity to learn about the area’s
heritage.

Alaska SeaLife Center

- Overview: This nonprofit facility focuses on marine research and education. It’s home to various marine
animals, including sea otters, seals, and fish.
- Interactive Exhibits: Visitors can participate in hands-on exhibits and learn about marine conservation
efforts.

Historic Downtown Seward

- Shopping: Explore local shops for unique Alaskan souvenirs, art, and crafts.
- Dining: Enjoy fresh seafood and local cuisine at restaurants like The Cookery and The Salmon Bake.

Dining Options

Seward offers a diverse array of dining experiences, from casual eateries to fine dining.



Local Favorites

1. The Cookery: Known for its fresh, locally-sourced seafood and innovative dishes.
2. Seward Brewing Company: A casual spot offering craft beers and a menu focused on local ingredients.
3. The Salmon Bake: A unique outdoor dining experience featuring grilled salmon and other delicious Alaskan
fare.

Caf�s and Bakeries

- Zudy’s Caf�: A cozy caf� offering hearty breakfasts and fresh baked goods.
- The Sweet Life: Perfect for a quick snack or dessert, this bakery offers a variety of pastries and coffee.

Seasonal Events and Festivals

Seward hosts several events throughout the year, showcasing the community's spirit and connection to
nature.

Mount Marathon Race

- Overview: This iconic race takes place every Fourth of July and attracts competitors from around the
world to race up and down Mount Marathon.
- Community Celebration: The event includes festivities, food vendors, and family-friendly activities.

Seward Music & Arts Festival

- Overview: Celebrating local talent, this festival features live music, art displays, and workshops, creating
a vibrant atmosphere for both locals and visitors.
- Timing: Typically held in the summer months, it brings together the community and showcases the creativity of
Seward.

Conclusion

A visit to Seward, Alaska, offers an unforgettable experience filled with stunning natural beauty, thrilling
outdoor adventures, and rich cultural experiences. Whether you're exploring the majestic Kenai Fjords National
Park, indulging in fresh seafood, or immersing yourself in the local arts scene, Seward promises a unique blend of
adventure and tranquility. So pack your bags, lace up your hiking boots, and get ready to discover the
wonders of this charming Alaskan town.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time to visit Seward, Alaska?

The best time to visit Seward is during the summer months, from late May to early September, when the weather
is milder, and most tours and activities are available.



What are the top attractions in Seward?

Top attractions in Seward include Kenai Fjords National Park, SeaLife Center, Exit Glacier, and the scenic
Resurrection Bay.

How do I get to Seward, Alaska?

You can reach Seward by car, train, or bus from Anchorage. The Alaska Railroad offers a scenic route that is
popular among visitors.

What outdoor activities can I do in Seward?

Outdoor activities in Seward include kayaking, hiking, fishing, wildlife tours, and glacier cruises.

Are there any guided tours available in Seward?

Yes, Seward offers a variety of guided tours, including boat tours, wildlife watching, kayaking trips, and
hiking excursions.

What is the local cuisine like in Seward?

Seward's local cuisine features fresh seafood, including halibut, salmon, and crab, as well as Alaskan
specialties like reindeer sausage.

Where can I find accommodations in Seward?

Seward offers a range of accommodations from hotels and lodges to campgrounds and vacation rentals,
catering to various budgets.

Is Seward family-friendly?

Yes, Seward is family-friendly, with activities suited for all ages, such as the Alaska SeaLife Center, boat
tours, and easy hiking trails.
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