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sexing the cherry jeanette winterson is a compelling exploration of Jeanette Winterson's
innovative novel "Sexing the Cherry," which is renowned for its unique narrative style and rich
thematic content. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the novel’s plot, characters, themes,
and literary techniques, while situating it within Winterson’s broader literary career. The discussion
highlights how "Sexing the Cherry" challenges traditional storytelling through its blending of
history, fantasy, and postmodern elements. Readers will gain insight into the novel’s exploration of
gender, identity, and power, as well as its significance in contemporary literature. Following the
introduction, the article presents a clear structure to guide readers through the main aspects of the
work, enhancing understanding and appreciation of Winterson'’s artistry.

e Overview of "Sexing the Cherry"

e Main Characters and Characterization

e Themes and Motifs in the Novel

e Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

¢ Jeanette Winterson'’s Influence and Legacy

Overview of "Sexing the Cherry"

"Sexing the Cherry" is a novel by Jeanette Winterson first published in 1989. It blends historical
fiction with fantasy, creating a multi-layered narrative set primarily in 17th-century England. The
story revolves around the adventures of the Dog Woman and her adopted son, Jordan, as they
navigate a world marked by social upheaval and transformation. The novel is notable for its
departure from conventional linear storytelling, opting instead for a fragmented and episodic
structure that incorporates elements of myth and allegory. Winterson’s work interrogates the fluidity
of time and identity, challenging the reader to reconsider the boundaries of historical truth and
fiction.

Plot Summary

The narrative interweaves two distinct storylines: the historical journey of the Dog Woman and
Jordan through early modern England, and a fantastical account involving the Twelve Dancing
Princesses. The Dog Woman, a strong and enigmatic figure, defies gender norms and societal
expectations. Jordan, her adopted son, embodies innocence and curiosity. Their travels expose them
to various cultural and political tensions of the era, while the parallel tale of the princesses adds a
mythic dimension that contrasts with the historical setting. This dual narrative structure enriches
the novel’s exploration of themes such as freedom, transformation, and the nature of storytelling
itself.



Main Characters and Characterization

The characters in "Sexing the Cherry" are intricately crafted to embody the novel’s thematic
concerns. Jeanette Winterson uses characterization to explore questions of identity, gender, and
power dynamics, often subverting traditional roles and expectations.

The Dog Woman

The Dog Woman is a central figure in the novel, representing strength, unconventional femininity,
and resilience. She defies patriarchal norms by embracing her wildness and independence, often
symbolized through her association with dogs, which are traditionally seen as loyal yet untamed. Her
character challenges the binaries of male/female and human/animal, serving as a metaphor for
freedom beyond societal constraints.

Jordan

Jordan, the Dog Woman'’s adopted son, functions as a foil and companion throughout their journey.
His character embodies innocence and wonder, often questioning the world around him. Through
Jordan’s perspective, readers gain insight into themes of growth and discovery, as well as the
complexities of mother-child relationships. Jordan’s development throughout the novel highlights the
tension between innocence and experience.

Supporting Characters

Other characters, including the Twelve Dancing Princesses, contribute to the novel’s rich tapestry.
They serve as allegorical figures representing various facets of human experience, particularly
related to freedom, desire, and societal expectations. Winterson’s use of supporting characters
reinforces the novel’s engagement with myth and folklore.

Themes and Motifs in the Novel

"Sexing the Cherry" encompasses a range of themes and motifs that underpin its narrative
complexity. Jeanette Winterson employs these elements to challenge conventional ideas and provoke
reflection on identity, history, and power.

Gender and Identity

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the fluidity of gender and identity. Winterson
dismantles fixed categories, presenting characters who blur or transcend traditional gender roles.
The Dog Woman exemplifies this by embodying traits typically associated with both masculinity and
femininity. This thematic focus invites readers to reconsider the social construction of gender and
the possibilities of self-definition.



History and Storytelling

The novel interrogates the nature of history and the ways stories are told. By blending historical
facts with fantasy and myth, Winterson questions the reliability of historical narratives and the
power structures they uphold. "Sexing the Cherry" suggests that history is not a fixed truth but a
malleable story shaped by perspective and imagination.

Freedom and Constraint

Characters in the novel frequently confront issues of freedom and constraint, both socially and
personally. The juxtaposition of the Dog Woman’s wildness with the constraints imposed by society
highlights this theme. The motif of the cherry, often interpreted as a symbol of sexuality and choice,
further underscores the novel’s engagement with liberation and control.

Motifs and Symbolism

e The Cherry: Symbolizes sexuality, fertility, and choice.
* Dogs: Represent loyalty, wildness, and the breaking of societal norms.
e The Twelve Dancing Princesses: Embody themes of escape, desire, and transformation.

e Time: Explored as non-linear, reflecting the novel’s challenge to historical fixedness.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Jeanette Winterson'’s style in "Sexing the Cherry" is characterized by its poetic language,
experimental structure, and blending of genres. These narrative techniques contribute to the novel’s
distinctive voice and thematic depth.

Postmodern Narrative Structure

The novel employs a postmodern approach to storytelling, rejecting linear chronology in favor of
fragmented and episodic narratives. This structure allows for a multiplicity of voices and
perspectives, emphasizing the subjectivity of experience and history. Winterson’s manipulation of
time and narrative order challenges readers to actively engage with the text’s construction.

Language and Imagery

Winterson'’s prose is notable for its lyrical quality and vivid imagery. The language often borders on
the poetic, with metaphors and symbols woven throughout the text. This stylistic choice enhances
the novel’s mythic atmosphere and deepens the reader’s immersion in the story’s emotional and



intellectual layers.

Genre Blending

"Sexing the Cherry" defies easy categorization by merging elements of historical fiction, fantasy, and
fairy tale. This genre blending reflects the novel’s thematic preoccupations with fluidity and
transformation. It also serves to destabilize reader expectations, encouraging a more critical
engagement with narrative conventions.

Jeanette Winterson’s Influence and Legacy

Jeanette Winterson is widely regarded as a significant voice in contemporary literature, and "Sexing
the Cherry" is a key work in her oeuvre. The novel’s innovative style and thematic boldness have
influenced a generation of writers and scholars interested in gender studies, postmodernism, and
queer theory.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Sexing the Cherry" received critical acclaim for its originality and intellectual
rigor. Critics praised Winterson’s ability to blend complex themes with accessible storytelling. The
novel continues to be studied in academic settings for its contributions to feminist and postmodern
literature.

Impact on LGBTQ+ Literature

Winterson'’s exploration of gender fluidity and identity in "Sexing the Cherry" has had a lasting
impact on LGBTQ+ literature. The novel’s challenge to normative gender roles and its celebration of
alternative identities resonate strongly within queer literary traditions. This has helped to broaden
the scope of representation and discourse in contemporary fiction.

Continued Relevance

The themes and stylistic innovations of "Sexing the Cherry" remain relevant in current literary and
cultural discussions. As issues of gender, identity, and history continue to evolve, Winterson’s work
offers valuable insights and a model for creative experimentation. The novel’s enduring popularity

attests to its significance as a landmark text in modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Sexing the Cherry' by Jeanette
Winterson?

The main theme of 'Sexing the Cherry' is the exploration of gender and sexuality, alongside the
fluidity of identity and the challenge of traditional narratives.

How does Jeanette Winterson use historical elements in
'‘Sexing the Cherry'?

Winterson blends historical facts with fantasy and myth, creating a nonlinear narrative that
juxtaposes 17th-century London with imaginative storytelling to question historical truths.

Who are the central characters in 'Sexing the Cherry' and what
do they represent?

The central characters are Jordan, a young man searching for his identity, and the Dog Woman, a
strong, unconventional female figure. They represent themes of freedom, resilience, and the
breaking of societal norms.

What narrative style is employed in 'Sexing the Cherry'?

The novel employs a postmodern narrative style characterized by fragmented storytelling, shifting
perspectives, and a mix of prose and poetic language.

How does 'Sexing the Cherry' address the concept of gender?

The novel challenges traditional gender roles by presenting characters who defy binary definitions,
emphasizing that identity and gender are fluid and constructed.

Why is 'Sexing the Cherry' considered a feminist work?

It is considered feminist because it critiques patriarchal history and celebrates female empowerment
through characters like the Dog Woman and by subverting conventional gender expectations.

What is the significance of the 'cherry' in the title '‘Sexing the
Cherry'?

The 'cherry' symbolizes innocence, sexuality, and transformation, reflecting the novel's exploration
of sexual identity and the breaking of societal taboos.

Additional Resources

1. Written on the Body by Jeanette Winterson

This novel explores themes of love, gender, and identity through the story of an unnamed narrator
who reflects on a passionate and complex relationship. Winterson’s poetic prose delves into the
fluidity of desire and the nature of the body as a site of both pleasure and pain. It complements the



imaginative and experimental style found in *Sexing the Cherry*.

2. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson

A semi-autobiographical novel about a young girl growing up in a strict religious community and
coming to terms with her sexuality. Winterson'’s sharp wit and emotional depth create a powerful
narrative about identity, rebellion, and self-discovery. The book shares thematic resonance with
*Sexing the Cherry* through its exploration of gender and societal norms.

3. The Passion by Jeanette Winterson

Set during the Napoleonic Wars, this novel blends historical fiction with magical realism, much like
*Sexing the Cherry*. It weaves together the stories of a Venetian soldier and a passionate cook,
exploring themes of love, desire, and the fluidity of identity. Winterson’s lyrical storytelling
challenges traditional narratives and emphasizes the transformative power of love.

4. Gender Trouble by Judith Butler

A foundational work in gender theory, this book critiques traditional notions of gender and
introduces the concept of gender performativity. Butler’s insights provide a theoretical framework
that complements the themes of gender fluidity and identity explored in *Sexing the Cherry*. It is
essential reading for understanding contemporary discussions on gender.

5. The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter

A collection of feminist retellings of classic fairy tales, this book uses Gothic and magical elements to
subvert traditional gender roles. Carter’s rich, imaginative storytelling parallels Winterson’s style in
*Sexing the Cherry*, both challenging the boundaries between reality and fantasy. The tales explore
themes of sexuality, power, and transformation.

6. Stone Butch Blues by Leslie Feinberg

This groundbreaking novel follows a working-class butch lesbian navigating issues of gender
identity, violence, and community in 20th-century America. Feinberg’s raw and honest portrayal of
gender nonconformity resonates with the themes of fluid identity and resistance found in
Winterson’s work. It’s a powerful exploration of the complexities of gender and self-acceptance.

7. Orlando by Virginia Woolf

A classic novel about a gender-changing protagonist who lives for centuries, exploring the fluidity of
gender and identity across time. Woolf’s experimental narrative and playful approach to gender
complement the fantastical elements and gender themes in *Sexing the Cherry*. This book is a
landmark in queer literature and feminist fiction.

8. Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel

A graphic memoir that explores family dynamics, sexual orientation, and identity through the lens of
Bechdel’s relationship with her father. The blend of personal narrative with broader themes of
gender and sexuality offers a modern complement to Winterson’s work. The memoir’s candid and
artistic approach deepens understanding of the intersections between identity and storytelling.

9. Delirium by Laura Restrepo

A novel blending magical realism with psychological drama, exploring themes of love, madness, and
identity. Restrepo’s richly textured narrative shares affinities with Winterson’s imaginative style in
*Sexing the Cherry*. The story challenges perceptions of reality and delves into the complexities of
human emotion and experience.
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