
she unnames them answer key
She Unnames Them Answer Key is a thought-provoking short story by Ursula K.
Le Guin that delves into the themes of language, identity, and the
relationship between names and existence. In this article, we will explore
the main elements of the story, its characters, themes, and provide a
comprehensive answer key to the questions often posed about the text. This
will serve as a guide for readers and educators seeking to understand the
deeper implications of Le Guin's work.

Overview of "She Unnames Them"

"She Unnames Them" is a narrative that reimagines the relationship between
humans and animals through the lens of language. The story follows a female
character who embarks on a journey of un-naming various creatures, stripping
them of the labels imposed by humanity. This act of un-naming serves as a
metaphor for the broader implications of language on identity and existence.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the protagonist's realization that names are not merely
identifiers but also impose a certain hierarchy and ownership over the beings
they label. She decides to un-name animals, which symbolizes a desire for
liberation from the constraints that names create. As she encounters
different species, including dogs, cats, and birds, she reflects on the
nature of their existence and her relationship with them.

Throughout the narrative, the protagonist experiences both a sense of
empowerment and a deep connection to the animals she un-names. The un-naming
process leads to a more profound understanding of the beings around her,
fostering an appreciation for their intrinsic qualities rather than their
societal labels.

Main Characters

The characters in "She Unnames Them" play crucial roles in conveying the
story's themes.

The Protagonist

The unnamed female character is the central figure in the story. Her journey



represents a quest for self-discovery and a deeper understanding of the
interconnectedness of all living beings. Her decision to un-name animals
illustrates her desire to dismantle the barriers created by language and to
foster a more genuine relationship with nature.

The Animals

The various animals she encounters symbolize different aspects of existence
and humanity's relationship with nature. Each animal carries its own
significance, and the protagonist's interactions with them highlight the
complexities of communication and understanding beyond mere labels.

Themes in "She Unnames Them"

Le Guin's story is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Here
are some of the most prominent ones:

Language and Identity

One of the central themes is the relationship between language and identity.
Names are powerful tools that shape perceptions and relationships. By un-
naming, the protagonist challenges the notion that names define existence.
This theme invites readers to ponder how language influences their
understanding of themselves and the world around them.

Connection to Nature

The story emphasizes the importance of recognizing the intrinsic value of
nature beyond human-imposed classifications. The protagonist's journey
reflects a desire to reconnect with the natural world on a more intimate
level, fostering empathy and understanding.

Freedom and Liberation

Un-naming is symbolic of liberation from societal constraints. The act of
removing names allows both the protagonist and the animals to exist without
the confines of human expectations. This theme encourages readers to consider
the ways in which they can free themselves and others from limiting labels.



Symbolism in the Story

Ursula K. Le Guin masterfully employs symbolism throughout "She Unnames
Them."

The Act of Un-naming

The primary symbol in the story is the act of un-naming itself. It represents
the reclamation of identity and the rejection of imposed narratives. Un-
naming allows the protagonist to see the animals for who they truly are,
rather than what society has labeled them.

Animals as Symbols

Each animal encountered by the protagonist embodies specific traits and
characteristics that reflect broader human experiences. For example, dogs may
symbolize loyalty and companionship, while birds represent freedom and
transcendence. The protagonist’s interactions with these animals reveal
deeper truths about the human condition.

Answer Key to Common Questions

The following is an answer key to some frequently asked questions regarding
"She Unnames Them."

1. What is the significance of the title "She
Unnames Them"?

The title is significant as it encapsulates the central action of the
story—the protagonist's decision to un-name various animals. It emphasizes
the theme of liberation from societal labels and the exploration of identity
beyond names.

2. How does the protagonist’s perception of animals
change throughout the story?

Initially, the protagonist views animals through the lens of human-imposed
names and categories. As she progresses in her journey of un-naming, her
perception shifts to one of empathy and connection, allowing her to



appreciate the animals’ intrinsic qualities.

3. What role does language play in the story?

Language serves as a double-edged sword in the narrative. While it
facilitates communication, it also constrains and limits understanding. The
protagonist’s un-naming act symbolizes a desire to transcend these
limitations and foster deeper connections.

4. What does the story suggest about the
relationship between humans and nature?

The story suggests that the relationship between humans and nature should be
rooted in respect and understanding rather than dominance and control. By un-
naming, the protagonist seeks to acknowledge the value of nature beyond human
classifications.

5. How does Le Guin use symbolism to convey her
themes?

Le Guin employs symbolism through the act of un-naming and the various
animals encountered by the protagonist. These symbols illustrate the broader
themes of identity, freedom, and the intrinsic value of nature.

Conclusion

In "She Unnames Them," Ursula K. Le Guin crafts a poignant narrative that
challenges readers to rethink the significance of names and the nature of
existence. Through the protagonist's journey of un-naming, the story explores
themes of language, identity, and the interconnectedness of all living
beings. By stripping away the labels that society imposes, Le Guin invites us
to embrace a more profound understanding of ourselves and the world around
us. This short story serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of
empathy, connection, and the freedom that comes from recognizing beings for
who they truly are.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary theme of 'She Unnames Them' by
Ursula K. Le Guin?
The primary theme revolves around the concepts of identity and the power of
names, exploring how naming can shape our understanding of the world and the
relationships between beings.

How does Le Guin's story challenge traditional
notions of language and naming?
Le Guin's story challenges traditional notions by suggesting that names can
impose limitations and that un-naming can lead to a deeper connection with
nature and a more profound understanding of existence.

What significance does the act of 'un-naming' hold
in the narrative?
The act of 'un-naming' signifies a liberation from societal constructs and a
return to a more instinctual and authentic way of relating to the world,
allowing characters to exist beyond labels.

In 'She Unnames Them,' which types of beings does
the protagonist unname?
The protagonist unnames various animals, representing both a literal and
metaphorical act of freeing them from the confines of human classification
and control.

What literary techniques does Le Guin employ to
convey her message in 'She Unnames Them'?
Le Guin employs symbolism, allegory, and a lyrical narrative style to convey
her message, using the interactions between the protagonist and the animals
to illustrate her themes.

How does the story reflect on the relationship
between humans and nature?
The story reflects on the relationship by suggesting that the act of naming
creates a separation between humans and nature, and that un-naming can foster
a more harmonious and respectful connection.

What impact does 'She Unnames Them' have on the
reader's perspective of language?
It prompts readers to reconsider the power of language and the implications



of naming, encouraging a reflection on how language shapes our perceptions
and interactions with the world.

Can 'She Unnames Them' be seen as a critique of
anthropocentrism? If so, how?
Yes, it can be seen as a critique of anthropocentrism by highlighting the
limitations of human-centric thinking and advocating for a recognition of the
intrinsic value of all beings, regardless of their names.
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