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The world of interior design and home decor is constantly evolving, and one of the most
anticipated events in this realm is the announcement of the Sherwin Williams Color of the
Year. This annual tradition not only reflects current design trends but also sets the tone for
the colors that will dominate homes and spaces in the coming year. Understanding the
history of Sherwin Williams' Color of the Year provides insight into how color influences our
environment and the factors that inspire these selections.

The Evolution of Color Trends

Color trends in interior design are influenced by various cultural, social, and economic
factors. Over the decades, these trends have shifted from bold and vibrant hues to soft,
muted tones, reflecting changes in consumer preferences and lifestyles. Sherwin Williams,
as a leading paint company, has played a significant role in guiding these trends through its
annual Color of the Year selections.

Early Years of Color Selection

Sherwin Williams began its Color of the Year initiative in 2009, marking a significant shift in
how color was presented to consumers. The initial selections focused on creating a
harmonious blend of colors that could be used across various applications, from residential
interiors to commercial spaces. The early years saw a mix of colors that appealed to
traditional and modern sensibilities, establishing a foundation for future selections.

Notable Colors through the Years

Each year, Sherwin Williams unveils a color that encapsulates the mood and spirit of the
times. Here are some notable selections from the past years:

1. 2009: “Misty” (SW 6232)
A soft blue-green hue that evoked a sense of tranquility and calmness, Misty set the stage
for a decade focused on serenity in home environments.

2. 2010: “Radiant Red” (SW 6860)
A bold and vibrant red, Radiant Red was a statement color that celebrated energy and
passion, reflecting a desire for warmth and vitality in home decor.

3. 2011: “Horizon” (SW 6493)



A light and airy blue, Horizon represented hope and renewal, resonating with the growing
trend of incorporating natural elements into interior spaces.

4. 2012: “Bee” (SW 6690)
This cheerful, sunny yellow symbolized optimism and creativity, encouraging homeowners
to embrace brighter shades in their decor.

5. 2013: “Luxe Violet” (SW 6838)
A deep purple that conveyed luxury and sophistication, Luxe Violet appealed to those
looking to create a sense of drama and elegance in their homes.

6. 2014: “Exclusive Plum” (SW 6282)
This rich plum color inspired a sense of comfort and richness, reflecting a growing interest
in deeper, more complex colors.

7. 2015: “Coral Reef” (SW 6602)
A vibrant coral that echoed the beauty of nature, Coral Reef encouraged playful and
spirited designs in residential spaces.

8. 2016: “Poised Taupe” (SW 6030)
A warm gray-brown that blended perfectly with various color palettes, Poised Taupe was
celebrated for its versatility and timeless appeal.

9. 2017: “Emerald” (SW 6746)
A lush green that symbolized growth and renewal, Emerald was a choice that reflected a
desire to incorporate nature into home decor.

10. 2018: “Oceanside” (SW 6496)
A blue-green that evoked the tranquility of the sea, Oceanside was perfect for those
seeking a coastal escape within their homes.

11. 2019: “Cavern Clay” (SW 7701)
This warm terracotta hue represented a return to earthy tones and natural materials,
appealing to those looking for warmth and comfort.

12. 2020: “Naval” (SW 6244)
A deep navy blue that conveyed strength and stability, Naval was a powerful choice that
resonated with consumers during uncertain times.

13. 2021: “Urban Bronze” (SW 7048)
A dark, rich brown that symbolized resilience and grounding, Urban Bronze was seen as a
refuge in the chaos of modern life.

14. 2022: “Evergreen Fog” (SW 9130)
A soothing, muted green that embodied a connection to nature, Evergreen Fog encouraged
a sense of calm and tranquility in design.

15. 2023: “Redend Point” (SW 9081)
A soft, blush beige that reflects warmth and comfort, Redend Point represents a desire for a
cozy and inviting atmosphere in homes.



Factors Influencing Color Selection

The process of selecting the Color of the Year involves extensive research and analysis.
Sherwin Williams employs a team of color experts who study various trends and influences,
including:

- Cultural Shifts: Changes in societal values and priorities often influence color choices.
Colors can embody the spirit of the times, reflecting collective emotions and aspirations.

- Design Trends: Emerging trends in architecture, interior design, and fashion play a crucial
role in shaping color selections. Sherwin Williams closely monitors these trends to
understand what resonates with consumers.

- Consumer Insights: Feedback from homeowners and designers helps inform color
selections, ensuring that the chosen colors align with current preferences and desires.

- Global Influences: Color trends are not confined to a single region; they are influenced by
global movements in design and culture. Sherwin Williams takes into account international
trends to create a more holistic color palette.

- Psychological Impact: Colors evoke emotions and can significantly impact mood. Sherwin
Williams considers the psychological effects of colors when making selections, aiming to
create spaces that feel inviting and comfortable.

The Impact of the Color of the Year

The announcement of the Sherwin Williams Color of the Year has a ripple effect across the
design industry. It influences not only homeowners but also designers, architects, and
retailers. Here are some key impacts of the Color of the Year:

1. Inspiration for Homeowners: The Color of the Year serves as a source of inspiration for
homeowners looking to refresh their spaces. It encourages creativity and experimentation
with color.

2. Guidance for Designers: Interior designers often incorporate the Color of the Year into
their projects, using it as a foundation for color palettes and design concepts.

3. Retail Trends: Paint retailers and home decor brands frequently align their offerings with
the Color of the Year, ensuring that consumers can easily find complementary products.

4. Cultural Reflection: The chosen color often reflects broader cultural trends and
sentiments, acting as a barometer for societal moods and preferences.

Conclusion



The Sherwin Williams Color of the Year has become a defining moment in the design
calendar, highlighting the importance of color in shaping our environments. From its
inception in 2009 to the latest selections, this initiative has evolved to reflect changing
trends and consumer desires. By understanding the history and impact of the Color of the
Year, we can appreciate the intricate relationship between color, design, and the human
experience. As we look forward to future selections, it will be fascinating to see how
Sherwin Williams continues to influence the world of color in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Sherwin-Williams' Color of
the Year?
The Color of the Year is intended to reflect current design trends, cultural influences, and
consumer preferences, guiding homeowners and designers in their color choices.

How has the selection process for Sherwin-Williams'
Color of the Year evolved over the years?
The selection process has become more inclusive and research-driven, incorporating
insights from design experts, cultural trends, and consumer feedback to better resonate
with today's audiences.

Can you name a few notable Sherwin-Williams Colors of
the Year from the past?
Notable past Colors of the Year include 'Sea Salt' in 2015, 'Poised Taupe' in 2017, and
'Urbane Bronze' in 2021, each reflecting unique design aesthetics and cultural moments.

What was the Color of the Year for Sherwin-Williams in
2023?
In 2023, Sherwin-Williams selected 'Redend Point' as its Color of the Year, a warm, earthy
hue that promotes comfort and tranquility.

How does Sherwin-Williams determine the Color of the
Year?
Sherwin-Williams utilizes a combination of trend forecasting, analysis of design movements,
and input from a panel of experts to determine the Color of the Year.

What impact does the Color of the Year have on the



paint and design industry?
The Color of the Year influences paint sales, design trends, and consumer preferences,
often setting the tone for home decor and renovation projects throughout the year.

How can homeowners incorporate the Color of the Year
into their spaces?
Homeowners can incorporate the Color of the Year through accent walls, furniture, decor
items, or textiles to create a cohesive and modern look in their interiors.
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