shh were writing the constitution

Shh, We're Writing the Constitution is a phrase that captures the clandestine
and meticulous process that characterized the drafting of the United States
Constitution in the summer of 1787. This pivotal event in American history
took place in Philadelphia, where delegates from twelve of the thirteen
states gathered to address the inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation.
The outcome of this convention not only shaped the framework of American
governance but also laid the foundation for democratic principles that would
resonate throughout the world.

Historical Context

In order to fully appreciate the significance of the phrase “Shh, We're
Writing the Constitution,” it is essential to understand the historical
context leading up to the Constitutional Convention.

The Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first
constitution of the United States. However, it quickly became apparent that
this framework was insufficient for governing the nation effectively. Key
weaknesses included:

- Lack of Central Authority: The federal government had no power to tax,
regulate trade, or enforce laws.

- Unanimous Consent Required: Amendments to the Articles required the
agreement of all thirteen states, making it nearly impossible to enact
necessary changes.

- Interstate Conflicts: Disputes between states over boundaries and trade
exacerbated tensions and hindered cooperation.

These limitations led many to advocate for a stronger federal government,
culminating in the calling of the Constitutional Convention.

Calling the Convention

The call for a convention was initiated by several states, notably Virginia
and Pennsylvania. In February 1787, the Philadelphia Convention was
officially convened, with delegates tasked with revising the Articles of
Confederation. However, many delegates, including James Madison and Alexander
Hamilton, believed that a complete overhaul was necessary.



The Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention commenced on May 25, 1787, and continued until
September 17, 1787. Delegates from twelve states (Rhode Island did not send
representatives) met in a closed session at the Pennsylvania State House, now
known as Independence Hall. The need for secrecy was paramount, as delegates
sought to avoid public pressure and enable frank discussions.

Delegates and Key Figures

The convention boasted an impressive array of thinkers and leaders,
including:

- George Washington: Elected as the president of the convention, his
leadership lent credibility to the proceedings.

- James Madison: Often referred to as the "Father of the Constitution,"
Madison's notes provide invaluable insights into the debates and discussions.
- Alexander Hamilton: A strong advocate for a powerful central government,
Hamilton played a crucial role in shaping the Constitution's financial
provisions.

- Ben Franklin: As the eldest delegate, Franklin's wisdom and diplomacy
helped ease tensions among the delegates.

Major Debates and Compromises

The discussions at the convention were marked by intense debate over various
issues. Key topics included:

1. Representation: The question of how states would be represented in
Congress led to the Great Compromise, which established a bicameral
legislature with representation based on population in the House of
Representatives and equal representation for states in the Senate.

2. Slavery: The contentious issue of slavery resulted in the Three-Fifths
Compromise, which counted three-fifths of the slave population for purposes
of taxation and representation.

3. Federalism: Delegates debated the balance of power between the national
and state governments, ultimately opting for a federal system that divided
powers.

4. Executive Power: The role and powers of the executive branch were hotly
contested, leading to the establishment of a president with specific powers

and checks by the legislature.

5. Checks and Balances: To prevent any one branch of government from becoming



too powerful, a system of checks and balances was devised, ensuring that each
branch could limit the powers of the others.

The Final Document

After months of heated debates, the delegates produced a draft of the
Constitution. On September 17, 1787, the final document was signed by 39
delegates. The Constitution established a framework for a strong central
government while still preserving the rights of individual states.

Key Features of the Constitution

The Constitution is characterized by several key features:

- Preamble: The opening statement outlines the purpose and guiding principles
of the document, beginning with the famous phrase, “We the People.”

- Seven Articles: The main body of the Constitution is divided into seven
articles, each delineating specific powers and responsibilities of the
government.

- Amendment Process: The Constitution included a mechanism for amendments,
allowing for adaptability over time. The first ten amendments, known as the
Bill of Rights, were ratified in 1791 to address concerns about individual
liberties.

- Separation of Powers: The Constitution established three branches of
government—executive, legislative, and judicial-each with distinct powers and
responsibilities.

The Ratification Process

The Constitution's journey did not end with its signing. It required
ratification by nine states to become effective. This process sparked a
nationwide debate between Federalists, who supported the Constitution, and
Anti-Federalists, who opposed it.

Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist Arguments

- Federalist Arguments:

- Advocated for a strong central government to maintain order and provide for
the common defense.

- Highlighted the inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation.



- Promoted the idea that a Bill of Rights was not necessary, as the
Constitution itself limited government power.

- Anti-Federalist Arguments:

- Feared that a strong central government would threaten individual
liberties.

- Argued for the necessity of a Bill of Rights to protect citizens from
government overreach.

- Emphasized the importance of state sovereignty and local governance.

The Federalist Papers, a series of essays written by Hamilton, Madison, and
John Jay, played a crucial role in persuading states to ratify the
Constitution.

Ratification Success

Ultimately, the Constitution was ratified by the required nine states by June
1788, with New Hampshire being the ninth. The last two holdouts, Virginia and
New York, ratified it later in 1788, largely due to the promise of a Bill of
Rights.

Legacy of the Constitution

The signing of the Constitution marked a transformative moment in American
history, establishing a framework for democracy that has endured for over two
centuries. Its principles have influenced numerous other constitutions around
the world, promoting ideas of individual rights, separation of powers, and
representative government.

Constitutional Amendments

Since its ratification, the Constitution has been amended 27 times, allowing
it to evolve with the changing needs of society. The first ten amendments,
known as the Bill of Rights, were ratified in 1791 and serve to protect
individual freedoms such as speech, religion, and assembly.

Modern Relevance

Today, the Constitution remains a living document, with ongoing debates about
its interpretation and application. Issues such as civil rights, campaign
finance, and the balance of powers continue to be contentious topics in
American politics.



Conclusion

“Shh, We're Writing the Constitution” symbolizes not only the secretive
nature of the Constitutional Convention but also the profound impact that the
resulting document has had on American governance and the global
understanding of democracy. The legacy of the Constitution endures, a
testament to the foresight and dedication of the Founding Fathers who
navigated the complexities of their time to create a framework that continues
to guide the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Shh! We're Writing the
Constitution'?

The main theme of 'Shh! We're Writing the Constitution' is to engage young
readers in the historical process of creating the U.S. Constitution,
emphasizing the importance of democratic principles and civic involvement.

Who is the target audience for 'Shh! We're Writing
the Constitution'?

The target audience for 'Shh! We're Writing the Constitution' is primarily
children and young readers, designed to introduce them to foundational
concepts of governance and the significance of the Constitution in an
accessible way.

What educational value does 'Shh! We're Writing the
Constitution' provide?

The book provides educational value by simplifying complex ideas about the
Constitution and the founding of the United States, making it a useful
resource for teaching history, civics, and critical thinking.

How does 'Shh! We're Writing the Constitution'
incorporate storytelling?

The book incorporates storytelling by presenting the events surrounding the
drafting of the Constitution in a narrative format, allowing readers to
experience the debates and discussions of the Founding Fathers as if they
were part of the process.

What impact does 'Shh! We're Writing the



Constitution' aim to have on young readers?

The book aims to inspire young readers to appreciate their rights and
responsibilities as citizens, encouraging them to think critically about
democracy and their role in shaping the future.
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