shirtmaking by david page coffin

Shirtmaking by David Page Coffin is a unique journey into the art and craft of tailored shirt
production. Renowned for his expertise in garment making, Coffin has become a leading figure in the
world of bespoke shirtmaking. His approach combines traditional techniques with a modern aesthetic,
appealing to both seasoned sewists and beginners alike. This article will explore the philosophy
behind Coffin's shirtmaking, the techniques he employs, and how you can apply his methods to create
your own custom shirts.

The Philosophy Behind Shirtmaking by David Page
Coffin

David Page Coffin believes that shirtmaking is not just about sewing fabric together; it’s about
creating a garment that embodies the wearer's personality and style. His philosophy can be broken
down into several key components:

e Craftsmanship: Coffin emphasizes the importance of high-quality craftsmanship in
shirtmaking. He believes that every stitch matters and that attention to detail is crucial for
creating a well-fitted shirt.

¢ Individuality: Each shirt should reflect the personality of the wearer. Coffin encourages
customization, allowing individuals to select fabrics, collar styles, and other details that
resonate with their personal taste.

e Education: Coffin is dedicated to teaching others the art of shirtmaking. He shares his
knowledge through workshops, books, and online resources, empowering aspiring shirtmakers
to develop their skills.

Understanding the Basics of Shirtmaking

Before diving into the intricacies of shirtmaking, it's essential to understand the fundamental
components that make up a shirt. Here are the key elements:

Shirt Components

1. Collar: The collar sets the tone for the shirt and can be tailored to suit different occasions. Common
styles include spread, button-down, and mandarin collars.

2. Cuffs: Cuffs can be single or double (French) and may feature various closure types, adding a
distinctive touch to the shirt.

3. Placket: The placket is the opening at the front of the shirt where buttons and buttonholes are



placed. A well-constructed placket enhances the shirt's overall appearance.

4. Yoke: The yoke is the part of the shirt that sits across the shoulders, providing structure and fit.
5. Body: The body of the shirt can vary in fit, including slim, regular, or relaxed styles, depending on
personal preference.

The Techniques of David Page Coffin

Coffin’s approach to shirtmaking includes a variety of techniques that elevate the quality of the
finished garment. Here are some of the key methods he employs:

Pattern Drafting

Creating a well-fitting shirt starts with the right pattern. Coffin advocates for custom pattern drafting
based on individual measurements. This process typically involves:

1. Taking Accurate Measurements: Measure the neck, chest, waist, hips, and arm length, among
others.

2. Creating a Basic Block: Use the measurements to draft a basic shirt block, which serves as the
foundation for the design.

3. Modifying the Pattern: Adjust the block to accommodate personal style preferences, such as
altering the fit or adding design elements.

Choosing the Right Fabrics

Fabric selection is crucial in shirtmaking, as it affects both the drape and comfort of the finished
product. Coffin recommends considering the following factors:

- Fabric Type: Cotton is a popular choice for shirts due to its breathability. Other options include linen,
silk, and blends.

- Weight: Heavier fabrics may offer more structure, while lighter fabrics provide a relaxed fit.

- Pattern and Color: Choose fabrics that align with your personal style and the occasion for which the
shirt is intended.

Constructing the Shirt

Once the pattern and fabric have been selected, it’s time to construct the shirt. Coffin emphasizes
several key techniques during this phase:

- Seam Construction: Use techniques such as French seams or flat-felled seams for a clean finish and
durability.

- Interfacing: Apply interfacing to collars and cuffs to provide structure and maintain shape.

- Finishing Touches: Pay attention to details such as topstitching, button placement, and hem finishes
to elevate the overall quality of the shirt.



Learning Resources from David Page Coffin

David Page Coffin has made significant contributions to the world of shirtmaking through various
educational resources. Here are some platforms where you can learn more about his techniques:

Books

Coffin has authored several books on shirtmaking, including:

- "Shirtmaking: Developing Skills for Fine Sewing": A comprehensive guide that covers everything
from basic skills to advanced techniques.

- "The Shirtmaking Workbook": A hands-on workbook that provides practical exercises and patterns to
refine your skills.

Workshops and Classes

Coffin frequently conducts workshops and classes, both in-person and online. These sessions provide
valuable insights into his methods and offer hands-on experience in shirt construction.

Online Resources

Visit Coffin’s website and social media platforms to find tutorials, tips, and community discussions.
Engaging with other shirtmakers can enhance your learning experience and inspire new ideas.

Applying Shirtmaking Techniques at Home

If you're inspired to create your own shirts using David Page Coffin's techniques, here’s a practical
guide to get you started:

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Your Own Shirt

1. Gather Materials: Collect fabric, thread, interfacing, and necessary tools (sewing machine, scissors,
measuring tape).

2. Take Measurements: Accurately measure yourself or the intended wearer.

3. Draft or Find a Pattern: Use Coffin's techniques to draft a custom pattern or select a pre-made
pattern that suits your style.

4. Cut Fabric: Carefully cut out the fabric pieces according to the pattern.

5. Sew the Shirt: Follow the construction techniques mentioned earlier, ensuring to focus on accuracy
and detail.

6. Finish and Press: Complete the shirt by adding buttons, pressing seams, and ensuring everything is



finished to a high standard.

Conclusion

Shirtmaking by David Page Coffin is more than a skill; it's an art form that allows individuals to
express their style through custom garments. By understanding the philosophy, techniques, and
resources available, you can embark on your own shirtmaking journey. Whether you are a novice or
an experienced sewist, Coffin’s methods will inspire you to create shirts that not only fit well but also
resonate with your personal aesthetic. So, gather your materials, follow the steps, and enjoy the
satisfying process of crafting your own bespoke shirts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'Shirtmaking' by David Page
Coffin?

The primary focus of 'Shirtmaking' is to provide detailed guidance on the techniques and processes
involved in making custom shirts, emphasizing both craftsmanship and fit.

What unique techniques does David Page Coffin introduce in
his book?

David Page Coffin introduces unique techniques such as flat-felled seams, tailored collars, and cuffs,
as well as methods for achieving precise fit and finish.

Is 'Shirtmaking' suitable for beginners or only for experienced
sewers?

While 'Shirtmaking' contains advanced techniques, it is written in an accessible manner, making it
suitable for both beginners and experienced sewers looking to enhance their skills.

What materials does Coffin recommend for shirtmaking?

Coffin recommends a variety of fabrics suitable for shirtmaking, including cotton, linen, and blends,
highlighting the importance of fabric choice for comfort and drape.

Does 'Shirtmaking' include patterns for sewing shirts?

Yes, 'Shirtmaking' includes patterns for various shirt styles, along with instructions on how to modify
them for a personalized fit.

How does David Page Coffin address the issue of fit in



shirtmaking?

Coffin addresses fit by providing detailed measurement guidelines, fitting adjustments, and tips for
customizing patterns to accommodate different body shapes and preferences.
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