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Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, is often regarded
as one of the most significant figures in American history. His leadership
during the Civil War, commitment to the abolition of slavery, and his
eloquent speeches have left an indelible mark on the nation. This
autobiography provides a glimpse into his life, his formative years, his rise
in politics, and his enduring legacy.

Early Life and Background

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a one-room log cabin in
Hardin County (now LaRue County), Kentucky. He was the second child of Thomas
and Nancy Lincoln. His early years were characterized by hardship and a lack
of formal education, but they also instilled in him a strong work ethic and
an unyielding desire for knowledge.

Childhood and Family

Lincoln's childhood was marked by several key experiences:

- Poverty: His family struggled financially, moving from Kentucky to Indiana
when he was seven years old in search of better opportunities.
- Education: Despite his formal education being limited to less than a year,
Lincoln was an avid reader. He taught himself through books and was
particularly interested in the classics.
- Family Tragedy: The death of his mother in 1818 had a profound impact on
him. Lincoln’s relationship with his father was strained, leading him to seek
independence at a young age.

Early Adulthood and Career Beginnings

As a young man, Lincoln ventured into various jobs, including rail-splitting,
storekeeping, and surveying. His diverse experiences helped shape his views
and values, giving him insight into the lives of the common man.

In 1830, Lincoln and his family moved to Illinois, where he began his
political career. He became involved in local politics, serving as a member
of the Illinois State Legislature as a member of the Whig Party. His
charisma, intelligence, and oratory skills began to shine.



Political Rise

Lincoln's journey through politics was characterized by both setbacks and
triumphs. In 1834, he was elected to the Illinois State Legislature, where he
served four terms. His legal career took off when he became a successful
lawyer in Springfield, Illinois, gaining a reputation for his integrity and
skill.

Marriage and Family Life

In 1842, Lincoln married Mary Todd, a well-educated woman from a prominent
family. Their marriage was both supportive and tumultuous, marked by personal
struggles and public pressures. They had four children, only one of whom,
Robert Todd Lincoln, survived to adulthood. The loss of his children deeply
affected Lincoln, shaping his views on life and death.

National Politics and the Republican Party

Lincoln's national political career began in earnest in the 1850s as debates
over slavery intensified. He opposed the expansion of slavery into new
territories, which led to his involvement with the newly formed Republican
Party. His debates with Senator Stephen A. Douglas during the Illinois Senate
race in 1858 gained national attention, even though he ultimately lost the
election.

Presidency and the Civil War

In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected as the 16th President of the United
States. His election prompted several Southern states to secede from the
Union, leading to the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. Lincoln's presidency
was marked by his unwavering commitment to preserving the Union and his
evolving views on slavery.

Key Events During His Presidency

1. The Emancipation Proclamation: Issued on January 1, 1863, this historic
document declared the freedom of all enslaved people in the Confederate
states. It signaled a significant shift in the Union's war aims, linking the
fight for the Union with the fight for freedom.

2. The Gettysburg Address: Delivered on November 19, 1863, at the dedication
of the Soldiers' National Cemetery, this poignant speech emphasized the



principles of human equality and the importance of national unity. It remains
one of the most quoted speeches in American history.

3. The 13th Amendment: Lincoln championed the passage of this amendment,
which abolished slavery in the United States. It was ratified in December
1865, after Lincoln's assassination.

Leadership Style and Challenges

Lincoln's leadership style was characterized by his ability to communicate
effectively with various groups, including his political opponents. He
assembled a "Team of Rivals," bringing together former adversaries in his
cabinet. His approach to governance was pragmatic; he was willing to adapt
his strategies to achieve his goals, particularly in the context of the war.

However, Lincoln faced significant challenges, including:

- Military Setbacks: Early in the Civil War, Union forces suffered numerous
defeats, leading to criticism of Lincoln’s leadership.
- Public Opinion: The war was deeply contentious, and Lincoln faced
opposition from both the North and the South. He often had to navigate a
complex political landscape to maintain support for his policies.

Assassination and Legacy

Tragically, Lincoln's life was cut short by assassination. On April 14, 1865,
just days after the Confederate surrender, he was shot by John Wilkes Booth
at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. He died the following day, leaving a
nation in mourning.

Impact on American Society

Lincoln’s legacy is profound and multifaceted. He is remembered for:

- Preserving the Union: His determination to maintain the integrity of the
United States during its most turbulent period is a cornerstone of his
legacy.
- Abolishing Slavery: Lincoln is celebrated as the "Great Emancipator," and
his actions laid the groundwork for civil rights advancements in the years to
come.
- Inspiring Leadership: His ability to empathize with others, coupled with
his commitment to justice and equality, has inspired countless leaders and
movements.



Commemoration and Recognition

Lincoln’s contributions to American society are commemorated in various ways,
including:

- Monuments and Memorials: The Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., stands
as a tribute to his life and achievements.
- Lincoln Day: Various states and organizations celebrate Lincoln Day,
honoring his legacy and contributions to the nation.
- Cultural References: His life and presidency have been the subject of
numerous books, films, and documentaries, ensuring that his story continues
to resonate with future generations.

Conclusion

Abraham Lincoln’s journey from humble beginnings to the presidency is a
testament to his resilience, intellect, and profound sense of justice. His
leadership during one of America’s darkest periods not only preserved the
Union but also set the stage for a more equitable society. Lincoln’s legacy
continues to inspire and remind us of the values of liberty, equality, and
democracy, making him a pivotal figure in American history whose impact is
felt to this day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key events in Abraham Lincoln's early
life that shaped his character?
Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a log cabin in Hardin
County, Kentucky. His early life was marked by poverty and limited formal
education, but he was an avid reader and taught himself many subjects. Key
events include moving to Indiana in 1816, where he faced the death of his
mother, and later, his deep interest in law and politics which led him to
Illinois.

What achievements define Abraham Lincoln's
presidency?
Abraham Lincoln is best known for leading the United States during the Civil
War, preserving the Union, and working to end slavery. His key achievements
include the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, which declared
the freedom of slaves in Confederate states, and the passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery in the United States.



How did Abraham Lincoln's upbringing influence his
views on slavery?
Lincoln's upbringing in a poor, rural environment and his exposure to diverse
perspectives as he traveled and worked in different states contributed to his
complex views on slavery. While he initially focused on preventing its
expansion, his moral beliefs evolved, leading him to advocate for the
abolition of slavery as a necessary step for national unity and justice.

What were some personal challenges faced by Abraham
Lincoln during his life?
Lincoln faced numerous personal challenges, including the death of his mother
when he was a child, struggles with depression throughout his life, and the
loss of his son, Willie, in 1862. These hardships deeply affected his
personality and perspective, often leading him to reflect on human suffering
and resilience.

What is the significance of Lincoln's speeches in
his autobiography?
Lincoln's speeches, such as the Gettysburg Address and his second inaugural
address, are significant as they encapsulate his vision for America,
emphasizing themes of unity, equality, and freedom. These speeches reflect
his deep moral convictions and the importance he placed on the principles of
democracy, making them integral to understanding his legacy.

Short Autobiography Of Abraham Lincoln

Short Autobiography Of Abraham Lincoln

Related Articles
sense of place in literature
shock and awe parents guide
sie exam cheat sheet

Back to Home

http://iknow.study/archive-ga-23-53/short-autobiography-of-abraham-lincoln.pdf
http://iknow.study/archive-ga-23-53/sense-of-place-in-literature.pdf
http://iknow.study/archive-ga-23-53/shock-and-awe-parents-guide.pdf
http://iknow.study/archive-ga-23-53/sie-exam-cheat-sheet.pdf
http://iknow.study

