
short history of iraq from 636 to the
present
Short history of Iraq from 636 to the present is a complex tapestry woven
from threads of ancient civilizations, religious transformations, and
geopolitical struggles. Situated at the crossroads of the Middle East, Iraq
has witnessed a plethora of changes since the dawn of Islam. From the
establishment of the Islamic Caliphate to the modern-day challenges, the
history of Iraq is marked by significant events that have shaped its identity
and influence in the region.

The Early Islamic Period (636-1258)

The Rise of Islam

In 636, the Battle of Yarmouk marked a significant turning point as Muslim
forces began to conquer the Byzantine territories, including parts of modern-
day Iraq. Following this, the area became part of the Rashidun Caliphate,
which further expanded under the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties.

The Abbasid Caliphate

- Established in 750, the Abbasid Caliphate transformed Iraq into a center of
culture, science, and trade.
- The capital, Baghdad, was founded in 762 and became a hub of learning and
innovation, often referred to as the "Jewel of the East."
- The House of Wisdom was established, attracting scholars from various parts
of the world.

The Abbasid era is often considered a golden age for Iraq, fostering
advancements in mathematics, medicine, astronomy, and literature. This period
laid the foundation for much of what we consider modern science and
philosophy.

The Mongol Invasion and Ottoman Rule
(1258-1918)



The Mongol Invasion

In 1258, Baghdad fell to the Mongols led by Hulagu Khan, marking a
devastating blow to the Abbasid Caliphate. This event resulted in:

- The destruction of Baghdad, which was a significant cultural and
intellectual center.
- A decline in the region's political stability and economic prosperity.

The Ottoman Empire

Following the Mongol invasion, Iraq came under Ottoman control in the 16th
century. The Ottomans ruled Iraq for several centuries, during which time:

- The region experienced relative stability, although it remained a
peripheral area of the empire.
- The cultural and religious diversity continued, with various ethnic and
religious groups coexisting.

However, the decline of the Ottoman Empire in the 19th century led to
increased tensions and the emergence of nationalist movements.

The British Mandate and Independence
(1918-1958)

World War I and the British Occupation

After World War I, the Ottoman Empire was dismantled, and Britain took
control of Iraq through the League of Nations mandate. This period saw:

- The establishment of the Kingdom of Iraq in 1921 under King Faisal I.
- The introduction of modern state structures, but also growing discontent
among various political factions.

Struggle for Independence

In 1932, Iraq gained formal independence but remained under British
influence. This led to:

- Nationalist movements gaining momentum, culminating in a coup in 1958 led
by General Qasim, which resulted in the abolition of the monarchy.
- The establishment of a republic, although political instability persisted.



The Ba'ath Party and Saddam Hussein (1968-2003)

The Rise of the Ba'ath Party

The Ba'ath Party, advocating for Arab nationalism and socialism, seized power
in 1968. This era is characterized by:

- The nationalization of the oil industry, which transformed Iraq's economy.
- Significant infrastructure development and improvements in education and
healthcare.

Saddam Hussein’s Regime

Saddam Hussein became president in 1979, and his rule was marked by:

- The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), which resulted in immense loss of life and
economic hardship.
- The invasion of Kuwait in 1990, leading to the Gulf War and subsequent
international sanctions.

Saddam's regime was characterized by brutal repression of dissent and
widespread human rights abuses.

The Post-Saddam Era (2003-Present)

The U.S. Invasion and Aftermath

In 2003, the United States led an invasion of Iraq, resulting in the toppling
of Saddam Hussein. The aftermath saw:

- A power vacuum that led to sectarian violence and the rise of insurgent
groups.
- The establishment of a new government, but ongoing challenges in unifying
the country.

Rise of ISIS

The emergence of ISIS in the early 2010s further destabilized Iraq, leading
to:



- A brutal campaign of terror and violence across the country.
- International military intervention and the eventual defeat of ISIS by
2017.

Contemporary Iraq

Today, Iraq continues to face significant challenges, including:

- Political instability, with ongoing struggles between different ethnic and
sectarian groups.
- Economic difficulties, primarily due to fluctuations in oil prices and
corruption.
- Security concerns, as remnants of ISIS and other extremist groups continue
to pose threats.

Despite these challenges, Iraq is also a country of resilience and cultural
richness. The population is working towards rebuilding and forging a new
national identity in the wake of decades of conflict.

Conclusion

The short history of Iraq from 636 to the present encapsulates a narrative of
profound transformations influenced by various empires, wars, and socio-
political changes. From the heights of the Abbasid Caliphate to the
complexities of modern governance, Iraq’s story is a testament to the
enduring spirit of its people and their quest for stability, identity, and
prosperity in a tumultuous region. Understanding this history is crucial for
grasping the current realities and future possibilities of Iraq and its role
in the Middle East.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event in 636 marked the beginning
of Islamic rule in Iraq?
The Battle of Yarmouk in 636 led to the Muslim conquest of Iraq, establishing
Islamic rule after the defeat of the Byzantine Empire.

How did the Abbasid Caliphate influence the
development of Iraq?
Founded in 750, the Abbasid Caliphate moved its capital to Baghdad,
transforming it into a major cultural, intellectual, and economic center



during the Islamic Golden Age.

What impact did the Mongol invasion of 1258 have on
Iraq?
The Mongol invasion resulted in the sack of Baghdad, leading to significant
destruction, loss of life, and the end of the Abbasid Caliphate's political
power.

What role did Iraq play during World War I?
Iraq, then part of the Ottoman Empire, was a battlefield between British and
Ottoman forces, ultimately leading to British control and the establishment
of the Kingdom of Iraq.

What were the major consequences of the 2003
invasion of Iraq?
The 2003 invasion led to the toppling of Saddam Hussein, a power vacuum,
widespread violence, sectarian conflict, and the emergence of extremist
groups like ISIS.

How has Iraq's political landscape evolved since the
fall of Saddam Hussein?
Since 2003, Iraq has transitioned towards a democracy, facing challenges such
as sectarianism, corruption, and ongoing instability, but has also seen
periods of relative improvement and recovery.
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