should cursive writing be taught in schools

Should cursive writing be taught in schools? This question has sparked considerable debate
among educators, parents, and students alike. In an age dominated by technology, where typing has
largely replaced handwriting, the relevance of cursive writing in modern education is increasingly
guestioned. Advocates argue that cursive writing holds a unique place in the development of
children’s fine motor skills, cognitive abilities, and cultural literacy. Conversely, critics contend that
the time spent on teaching cursive could be better allocated to more pressing educational priorities.
This article will explore both sides of the argument, analyze the benefits and drawbacks of teaching
cursive writing in schools, and ultimately provide a thoughtful perspective on its place in
contemporary education.

Historical Context of Cursive Writing

Cursive writing has a rich history that traces back to ancient times. It evolved as a means of
improving the speed and efficiency of writing by allowing letters to be connected in a flowing manner.
The introduction of cursive writing in schools can be attributed to the need for students to master this
essential skill before the advent of typewriters and computers.

Evolution of Writing Styles

1. Early Forms of Writing: Ancient civilizations employed various forms of writing, such as
hieroglyphics and cuneiform, primarily for record-keeping.

2. The Roman Influence: The Latin alphabet and the development of Roman cursive writing laid the
foundation for contemporary cursive styles.

3. The Penmanship Movement: In the 19th and early 20th centuries, cursive writing gained
prominence as educators emphasized the importance of neat and legible handwriting.

4. Decline of Cursive: With the rise of technology in the late 20th century, the focus shifted from
handwriting to typing skills, leading to a decline in cursive instruction.

The Case for Teaching Cursive Writing

Proponents of cursive writing in schools present several compelling arguments for its continued
inclusion in the curriculum.

1. Fine Motor Skills Development

Cursive writing involves intricate hand movements that require coordination and control. Teaching
cursive can enhance students' fine motor skills, which are essential for various daily tasks. The
practice of forming letters in a fluid motion develops hand-eye coordination and dexterity.



2. Cognitive Benefits

Research indicates that writing by hand, particularly in cursive, can improve cognitive functions.
Studies have shown that:

- Memory Retention: Writing in cursive may aid in better retention of information compared to typing.
- Creativity: The fluidity of cursive writing can encourage creative thinking, allowing ideas to flow
more freely.

- Processing Speed: Some studies suggest that cursive writing can enhance the speed at which
individuals process and articulate their thoughts.

3. Cultural Literacy and Historical Significance

Cursive writing is often linked to historical documents and cultural literacy. Understanding cursive can
help students appreciate historical texts, letters, and manuscripts. For instance, being able to read
the original Declaration of Independence or letters from historical figures provides valuable insights
into the past.

4. Personal Expression and Identity

Cursive writing allows for a unique personal touch in communication. Each individual’s cursive style is
distinct, serving as a form of self-expression. In a world increasingly reliant on digital communication,
having the ability to write in cursive can foster a sense of identity and connection through
handwritten notes and letters.

The Opposition: Arguments Against Teaching Cursive
Writing

Despite the advantages presented by advocates, there are several arguments against the inclusion of
cursive writing in school curricula.

1. The Dominance of Technology

In today’s digital world, typing is an essential skill. Many educators argue that the time spent teaching
cursive could be better utilized focusing on computer literacy and digital communication skills. With
the prevalence of tablets and smartphones, the practical utility of cursive writing has diminished.

2. Lack of Standardization and Consistency

Cursive writing lacks a universally accepted standard. Different schools may teach different styles,



leading to confusion among students. This inconsistency can hinder the development of a uniform
skill set, making cursive less effective as a communicative tool.

3. Time Constraints in Education

With packed curricula and standardized testing requirements, educators often face significant time
constraints. Many argue that teaching cursive writing takes away valuable instructional time that
could be spent on subjects like math, science, and reading comprehension, which are often prioritized
in modern education.

4. Changing Communication Norms

The way we communicate has evolved. Social media, text messaging, and emails have replaced
traditional handwritten letters. Critics argue that it is more beneficial for students to learn how to craft
effective digital communication rather than focusing on cursive writing, which may not be relevant to
their future.

Potential Compromises and Solutions

Given the merits and drawbacks of teaching cursive writing, it is essential to consider potential
compromises that could satisfy both advocates and critics.

1. Integrating Cursive into Existing Curriculum

Instead of making cursive writing a standalone subject, educators could integrate it into existing
language arts or handwriting programs. This way, students can learn cursive writing alongside typing
and other forms of communication.

2. Focused Instructional Time

Schools could allocate limited time for cursive writing instruction, emphasizing its key benefits without
overwhelming the curriculum. For example, a brief unit on cursive could be included at the beginning
of the school year, allowing students to learn the basics without detracting from other subjects.

3. Technology-Aided Learning

Implementing technology in the teaching of cursive writing could make the process more engaging for
students. There are various apps and software designed to teach cursive writing through interactive
exercises, blending traditional learning with modern tools.



4. Encouraging Personal Use

Educators can encourage students to use cursive writing in personal contexts, such as writing notes
or journals. This approach would allow students to experience the benefits of cursive without the
pressure of formal instruction.

Conclusion

The debate surrounding whether cursive writing should be taught in schools is multifaceted,
encompassing historical, cognitive, and practical considerations. While there are valid arguments on
both sides, the decision ultimately hinges on how educators can best prepare students for a rapidly
changing world.

Incorporating cursive writing into the curriculum, albeit in a modified form, may provide a balanced
approach that recognizes the value of traditional skills while also embracing the demands of modern
communication. By doing so, we can ensure that students not only develop essential writing skills but
also appreciate the rich history and personal expression that cursive writing embodies.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is there a debate about teaching cursive writing in
schools?

The debate centers around the relevance of cursive writing in a digital age where typing is more
prevalent, and whether the time spent on cursive could be better used for other skills.

What are the benefits of teaching cursive writing?

Benefits include improved fine motor skills, better handwriting, and the ability to read historical
documents that are often written in cursive.

How does cursive writing impact cognitive development?

Cursive writing has been shown to enhance brain development by improving neural connections
involved in language processing and memory.

Are there any states in the U.S. that mandate cursive writing
instruction?

Yes, several states have adopted laws or guidelines that include cursive writing as part of their
language arts curriculum in elementary schools.



What do critics of cursive writing in schools argue?

Critics argue that cursive writing is outdated and that teaching it takes valuable time away from more
essential skills like typing and digital literacy.

How do parents generally feel about cursive writing being
taught?

Parental opinions vary; some value cursive for its tradition and personal touch, while others prioritize
modern skills like keyboarding.

What alternatives exist for teaching handwriting in schools?

Alternatives include focusing solely on print handwriting or integrating digital handwriting tools that
mimic cursive without traditional instruction.

Can cursive writing be beneficial for students with learning
disabilities?

Yes, some studies suggest that cursive writing can be easier for students with dyslexia or other
learning disabilities, as it can enhance their ability to process and produce written language.
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