
sideways stories from wayside school study
guide
sideways stories from wayside school study guide offers an insightful exploration into the
whimsical and unconventional world created by Louis Sachar. This study guide delves deeply into
the unique structure, characters, themes, and literary devices that make "Sideways Stories from
Wayside School" a beloved children's book series. Whether used by educators, students, or literature
enthusiasts, this guide provides comprehensive coverage to enhance understanding and
appreciation of the text. It highlights the book’s humor, absurdity, and the underlying messages
conveyed through its quirky narrative style. Additionally, this resource examines the significance of
the book’s episodic format and the way it challenges traditional storytelling methods. Readers will
find valuable summaries, character analyses, and thematic interpretations that support classroom
discussions and individual study. The following table of contents outlines the key areas covered in
this study guide.
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Overview of Sideways Stories from Wayside School
"Sideways Stories from Wayside School" is a collection of humorous short stories set in a fictional
school built thirty stories high, with one classroom per floor. The school’s unique architectural
oddity — a sideways building where the thirtieth floor was mistakenly built instead of the nineteenth
— sets the stage for the book’s absurd and imaginative tales. Written by Louis Sachar, the book is
celebrated for its playful language, inventive plotlines, and distinct characters. This section provides
a comprehensive background on the book’s creation, publication history, and its place within
children’s literature. Understanding the context of the book enhances the reading experience and
appreciation of its creative narrative approach.

Author Background
Louis Sachar is an acclaimed author known for his ability to blend humor with thought-provoking
themes in children’s literature. His experience as a lawyer and writer contributed to crafting stories
that appeal to both young readers and adults. "Sideways Stories from Wayside School" was first



published in 1978 and quickly gained popularity for its unconventional storytelling.

Book’s Unique Setting
The setting of Wayside School is integral to the stories’ charm and humor. The absurdity of the
school’s design — with a missing nineteenth floor and a classroom on the thirtieth floor — creates a
surreal backdrop that challenges conventional logic. This setting allows Sachar to explore
imaginative scenarios and character interactions that are both entertaining and meaningful.

Character Analysis
The characters in "Sideways Stories from Wayside School" are distinct, quirky, and memorable, each
contributing to the book’s humor and moral lessons. This section examines the main characters’
traits, roles, and development throughout the stories. Understanding these characters helps readers
grasp the underlying messages and appreciate the narrative’s complexity despite its simplicity.

Mrs. Jewls
Mrs. Jewls is the teacher of the thirtieth-floor classroom and serves as a central figure in many
stories. Her quirky teaching methods and patient demeanor create a unique classroom environment.
Her character embodies kindness and creativity, often responding to the bizarre events with
calmness and humor.

Students of Wayside School
The students each possess distinctive personalities that drive the narrative forward. Characters like
Todd, who is often the protagonist in various stories, and Myron, the tattletale, add dynamic
interactions and conflicts. These characters often face unusual challenges that highlight themes of
friendship, individuality, and problem-solving.

Supporting Characters
Additional characters, such as the principal, Mrs. Gorf, and other teachers, add depth and variety to
the stories. Their interactions with the main characters enhance the book’s humor and contribute to
the exploration of school life from multiple perspectives.

Themes and Motifs
The book’s themes are subtly woven into its humorous and absurd stories, providing valuable lessons
for young readers. This section identifies and explains the major themes and recurring motifs
present in "Sideways Stories from Wayside School," contributing to the book’s enduring popularity
and educational value.



Friendship and Social Interaction
Many stories emphasize the importance of friendship, cooperation, and understanding among
students. The interactions between characters often highlight the challenges and rewards of social
relationships in a school setting.

Individuality and Acceptance
The book celebrates uniqueness and encourages acceptance of differences. Characters with unusual
traits or behaviors are portrayed positively, promoting inclusivity and self-confidence.

Absurdity and Humor as a Teaching Tool
The use of absurd situations and humor is a deliberate technique to engage readers while subtly
imparting lessons. The playful narrative encourages critical thinking and creativity by presenting
unconventional scenarios.

Authority and Rules
The stories often explore themes related to rules, authority figures, and rebellion. Through
exaggerated and humorous depictions, the book questions the rigidity of rules and encourages
questioning and independent thought.

Literary Style and Structure
Louis Sachar’s literary style in "Sideways Stories from Wayside School" is characterized by simple
yet inventive language, episodic storytelling, and a unique narrative voice. This section analyzes
these stylistic elements and their impact on readers’ engagement and comprehension.

Episodic Format
The book is composed of short, self-contained stories that can be read independently or as part of a
whole. This episodic structure allows for varied pacing and keeps readers interested through
unexpected twists and humor.

Use of Irony and Wordplay
Sachar employs irony, puns, and playful language throughout the book to create humor and
surprise. These elements enhance the reading experience and encourage readers to pay close
attention to details.



Narrative Voice
The third-person narrative voice is straightforward yet whimsical, often addressing the reader
directly or commenting on the absurdity of events. This approach creates a conversational tone that
is both engaging and accessible to young readers.

Language and Readability
The language is simple and clear, suitable for elementary and middle school readers, yet the layered
humor and clever writing provide depth for more advanced audiences. This balance contributes to
the book’s wide appeal.

Chapter Summaries
This section provides detailed summaries of each story within "Sideways Stories from Wayside
School," highlighting key plot points, character actions, and moral lessons. These summaries serve
as helpful references for students and educators alike.

Mrs. Jewls’ Class – Introduction to the unique classroom and its students.1.

Todd and the Tattletale – Todd’s experiences with Myron and the complexities of honesty.2.

The Missing Nineteenth Floor – Exploration of the school’s unusual architecture and its3.
effects.

Discipline and Rewards – Stories focusing on rules, consequences, and fairness.4.

Unusual Student Talents – Showcasing the diverse abilities and quirks of Wayside students.5.

The Principal’s Role – Depictions of authority and leadership within the school.6.

Classroom Antics and Adventures – Humorous incidents and imaginative scenarios7.
involving students and teachers.

Discussion Questions and Activities
Engaging with "Sideways Stories from Wayside School" through discussion and activities enhances
comprehension and critical thinking. This section offers a selection of questions and classroom
exercises designed to stimulate analysis and creativity.



Discussion Questions

How does the school’s unusual design affect the stories and characters?

What lessons can be learned from the interactions between Mrs. Jewls and her students?

In what ways does humor help convey serious themes in the book?

How do the characters’ unique traits promote messages about individuality and acceptance?

What role do authority figures play in shaping the school environment?

Classroom Activities

Creative Writing: Students write their own “sideways story” set in a bizarre or imaginative
location.

Character Role-Play: Enact scenes from the book to explore character motivations and
interactions.

Architectural Design Project: Create models or drawings of a “wayside” school with unusual
features.

Theme Analysis: Group discussions or essays on key themes such as friendship, rules, and
individuality.

Humor Exploration: Identify and discuss examples of wordplay and irony in the text.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Sideways Stories from Wayside
School'?
The main theme revolves around humor and absurdity, showcasing a unique and quirky school
where unusual events happen, emphasizing creativity and the unexpected.

Who is the author of 'Sideways Stories from Wayside School'
and what is notable about their writing style?
Louis Sachar is the author, known for his witty, imaginative, and engaging writing style that appeals
to children with its humor and playful language.



How is the structure of 'Sideways Stories from Wayside
School' different from traditional novels?
The book is structured as a series of short, standalone stories or chapters, each focusing on different
characters or events within the same school setting.

What role does the setting of Wayside School play in the
stories?
The setting is central to the stories, providing a whimsical and surreal environment that allows for
bizarre and humorous situations to unfold.

Can you describe a memorable character from 'Sideways
Stories from Wayside School' and their significance?
Mrs. Gorf, the mean teacher who turns students into apples, is memorable for her strictness and
magical abilities, highlighting the book's blend of fantasy and humor.

What lessons or morals can readers learn from 'Sideways
Stories from Wayside School'?
Readers can learn about individuality, problem-solving, and the importance of embracing differences
through the quirky characters and their experiences.

How does humor function in 'Sideways Stories from Wayside
School'?
Humor is used to engage readers, lighten serious moments, and create an entertaining narrative
that encourages imagination and laughter.

Why is 'Sideways Stories from Wayside School' popular among
children and educators?
Its short, funny stories are easy to read and discuss, making it accessible for young readers and
useful for teaching creativity, literacy, and critical thinking.

Additional Resources
1. Sideways Stories from Wayside School
This is the original collection of quirky, humorous tales set in the unusual Wayside School, which
was accidentally built sideways. Each chapter features a unique story about the eccentric students
and teachers in the 30-story building. The book’s whimsical tone and clever wordplay make it a
favorite among young readers.

2. Wayside School is Falling Down



The sequel continues the zany adventures at Wayside School, with even more bizarre happenings
and oddball characters. The stories maintain the same playful and imaginative style, exploring the
humorous challenges faced by the kids and teachers in their vertical school. Fans of the first book
will enjoy the continued unpredictability and wit.

3. Wayside School Gets a Little Stranger
In this third installment, the eccentricities of Wayside School reach new heights, with unusual
events and surprising twists in every story. The book keeps readers laughing with its creative
scenarios and charming characters. It’s a perfect follow-up for those who love the quirky atmosphere
of the Wayside series.

4. Wayside School Beneath the Cloud of Doom
This darker, yet still humorous, edition introduces a mysterious cloud hovering over Wayside School,
causing strange effects on the students and staff. The stories blend suspense with comedy, offering a
fresh take on the beloved series. It’s an entertaining read that adds a bit of intrigue to the familiar
setting.

5. More Sideways Arithmetic from Wayside School
A unique spin on the Wayside series, this book combines math puzzles with the whimsical world of
Wayside School. Readers solve sideways arithmetic problems that relate directly to the school’s
unusual happenings. It’s an engaging way to practice math skills while enjoying the quirky humor of
Wayside.

6. Sideways Arithmetic from Wayside School
This original math puzzle book introduces readers to sideways arithmetic, encouraging logical
thinking through fun and challenging problems set in the Wayside School universe. The book blends
educational content with the series’ trademark humor, making learning enjoyable. It’s perfect for
kids who like puzzles and stories.

7. The Wayside School Collection
This comprehensive volume gathers all the original Wayside School books in one edition, providing
readers with the complete set of sideways stories. It’s a great resource for fans who want to
experience the entire series without missing any of the quirky tales. The collection highlights the
unique world created by Louis Sachar.

8. Wayside School Stories: A Study Guide
Designed to accompany the Wayside School books, this study guide offers summaries, discussion
questions, and activities to deepen understanding of the stories. It’s ideal for teachers, parents, and
students looking to explore themes and characters more thoroughly. The guide helps readers engage
critically with the text while enjoying its humor.

9. Exploring Wayside School: Themes and Characters
This analytical companion delves into the recurring themes, character development, and literary
devices found in the Wayside School series. It provides insightful commentary and examples that
enhance appreciation of Louis Sachar’s work. Suitable for older readers and educators, it
encourages thoughtful discussion and interpretation.
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