
sign language for call
sign language for call is an essential aspect of communication in the deaf and hard-of-
hearing community. Understanding how to express the concept of making or receiving a
call in various sign languages enhances interaction and accessibility. This article explores
the meaning, usage, and variations of sign language for call, highlighting key signs and
contextual applications. It also delves into the importance of non-manual signals and
cultural considerations in sign communication. By examining these elements, readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of how calls are represented and conveyed through
sign language across different regions and platforms. This overview sets the stage for a
detailed discussion of the topic's nuances and practical insights. Below is a structured guide
to the main areas covered in this article.

Understanding the Concept of “Call” in Sign Language

Common Signs for “Call” in American Sign Language (ASL)

Variations of Sign Language for Call in Different Countries

Non-Manual Signals and Contextual Usage

Practical Applications and Tips for Using Sign Language for Call

Understanding the Concept of “Call” in Sign
Language
The term “call” in spoken language typically refers to telephonic communication or
summoning someone’s attention. In sign language, this concept is conveyed through
specific signs that represent making a phone call, calling out to someone, or requesting
contact. The diversity of sign languages worldwide means that the representation of “call”
can vary significantly based on linguistic and cultural contexts. The core idea involves
gestures that mimic phone usage or signaling for attention. Understanding these
fundamental concepts is critical before learning the exact signs used in different sign
languages.

Defining “Call” in Different Contexts
“Call” can imply several actions such as:

Making a telephone call using a device

Calling someone’s name or signaling them



Summoning help or attention

Each of these contexts may have distinct signs or modifications in the way the sign is
performed. For example, the sign for a phone call often imitates holding a phone receiver,
whereas calling someone’s name might involve a more direct gesture toward the person.

The Role of Sign Language as a Visual Language
Sign language utilizes hand shapes, movements, facial expressions, and body language to
convey meaning. The concept of “call” is visually represented to ensure clarity and ease of
understanding among users. This visual nature allows sign language to effectively express
abstract ideas like communication over a phone or summoning someone without depending
on auditory cues.

Common Signs for “Call” in American Sign
Language (ASL)
American Sign Language (ASL) is one of the most widely used sign languages and has
specific signs for the word “call.” Understanding these signs is crucial for effective
communication within the deaf community in the United States and Canada.

Basic Sign for “Call” in ASL
The standard ASL sign for “call” mimics holding a telephone receiver to the ear. The
dominant hand forms the shape of a phone handset (thumb and pinky extended), which is
then moved toward the ear, representing the action of making a phone call. This iconic
gesture is widely recognized and used in everyday communication.

Alternative Signs and Related Expressions
Besides the basic sign, there are variations and related signs such as:

Telephone: Similar handshape but held stationary near the ear.

Answer: A sign representing picking up a phone.

Call someone: The sign for “call” combined with pointing to the person.

These variations help convey more specific meanings related to calling in conversation.



Variations of Sign Language for Call in Different
Countries
Sign languages are not universal; they differ across countries and regions. The sign for
“call” varies accordingly, reflecting unique cultural and linguistic characteristics.

British Sign Language (BSL)
In British Sign Language, the sign for “call” often involves a similar phone handshape but
may incorporate different movements or facial expressions compared to ASL. BSL uses two-
handed signs in many cases, which can affect how “call” is signed.

Auslan (Australian Sign Language)
Auslan shares similarities with BSL due to historical ties but includes its own distinctive
signs for “call.” The handshape and movement might differ, emphasizing the importance of
learning the sign language native to the region for accurate communication.

Other International Variations
Countries such as Japan, France, and Brazil each have unique sign languages with distinct
signs for “call.” These differences highlight the rich diversity of sign languages worldwide
and the importance of cultural context in interpreting signs accurately.

Non-Manual Signals and Contextual Usage
Non-manual signals (NMS) such as facial expressions, head movements, and body posture
play a vital role in sign language communication. When signing “call,” these signals can
add nuance and clarity.

Facial Expressions
Raising eyebrows, eye gaze, or mouth movements can indicate whether the “call” is a
question, a command, or an informative statement. For example, a raised eyebrow might
indicate a question about whether a call was made or received.

Contextual Modifiers
Adding context through additional signs or NMS helps specify the nature of the call, such
as:

Urgency (signing quickly with intense facial expression)



Type of call (phone call, video call, or summoning someone physically)

Emotional tone (friendly, formal, or urgent)

Practical Applications and Tips for Using Sign
Language for Call
Proper use of sign language for call enhances communication efficiency and inclusivity. It is
important to practice and understand the context to avoid misunderstandings.

Tips for Learners
When learning the sign language for call, consider the following tips:

Observe native signers to understand natural hand movements and NMS.1.

Practice the sign in different contexts to build comfort and accuracy.2.

Be aware of regional variations in sign language.3.

Incorporate facial expressions and body language to convey meaning clearly.4.

Using Technology with Sign Language for Call
With the rise of video calls and virtual communication, sign language for call has adapted to
include signs representing modern communication methods. Understanding these evolving
signs ensures seamless interaction in digital environments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is sign language for the word 'call'?
In American Sign Language (ASL), the sign for 'call' is made by holding your dominant hand
in the shape of a phone (thumb and pinky extended) near your ear and then moving it
slightly away from your ear as if holding a phone to call someone.

How do you sign 'call me' in sign language?
To sign 'call me' in ASL, make the phone handshape (thumb and pinky extended) near your
ear and then point to yourself with your other hand or finger, indicating 'me'.



Is the sign for 'call' the same in all sign languages?
No, the sign for 'call' varies between different sign languages around the world. For
example, British Sign Language (BSL) and American Sign Language (ASL) have different
signs for 'call'.

Can sign language be used to indicate a phone call in
video calls?
Yes, sign language can be used to indicate a phone call or video call during conversations
by using the sign for 'call' or related signs like 'phone' or 'video call'.

What handshape is commonly used for the sign 'call' in
ASL?
The handshape commonly used for the sign 'call' in ASL is the 'Y' handshape, which looks
like a phone with the thumb and pinky extended.

How can I learn the correct sign for 'call' in different
sign languages?
You can learn the correct sign for 'call' by consulting online sign language dictionaries,
taking sign language classes, or using video tutorials specific to the sign language you want
to learn.

Is there a difference between signs for 'call' as in 'make
a phone call' and 'call' as in 'call someone by name'?
Yes, in ASL, the sign for 'call' meaning 'make a phone call' is different from the sign for 'call'
meaning 'to call someone's name'. The latter usually involves mimicking calling out
verbally.

Are there any apps that teach sign language for words
like 'call'?
Yes, several apps like 'The ASL App', 'SignSchool', and 'Marlee Signs' offer video
demonstrations of signs including 'call' to help users learn sign language effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Sign Language for Call Centers: Enhancing Customer Communication
This book explores the integration of sign language skills within call center environments to
improve communication with deaf and hard-of-hearing customers. It covers basic sign
language phrases and best practices for remote interpretation over calls. Readers will find
practical tips on creating an inclusive customer service experience through effective sign
language usage.



2. Mastering Sign Language for Remote Communication
Designed for professionals who rely on remote communication, this guide teaches the
fundamentals of sign language tailored for video calls and virtual meetings. It includes
visual aids and step-by-step tutorials to help users convey messages clearly and
confidently. The book also discusses technological tools that support sign language
communication in digital settings.

3. Sign Language and Telecommunication: Bridging the Gap
This book examines the challenges and solutions in using sign language within
telecommunication systems. It highlights advancements in video relay services and real-
time text technologies that facilitate sign language communication. Case studies and
expert insights provide a comprehensive overview of making calls accessible to the deaf
community.

4. Effective Sign Language Techniques for Customer Support Calls
Focusing on customer support, this book offers strategies for using sign language to handle
inquiries and resolve issues efficiently. It addresses common scenarios encountered during
calls and suggests appropriate signs and gestures to maintain professionalism and clarity.
The author emphasizes empathy and cultural awareness in communication.

5. Video Relay Service (VRS) and Sign Language Communication
This detailed guide covers the use of Video Relay Service to enable sign language
communication during telephone calls. It explains how VRS works, its benefits, and how to
utilize it effectively in both personal and professional contexts. The book also discusses
legal and ethical considerations surrounding VRS.

6. Sign Language for Emergency Call Operators
Targeted at emergency responders, this book provides essential sign language skills to
communicate quickly and accurately during crisis calls. It includes vocabulary for urgent
situations and techniques to remain calm under pressure. Training exercises aim to prepare
operators for real-life scenarios involving deaf or hard-of-hearing callers.

7. Inclusive Communication: Sign Language in Call Centers
This publication advocates for inclusivity in customer service by integrating sign language
training into call center operations. It outlines policies, training programs, and technological
adaptations that support sign language communication. The book also features testimonials
from both employees and customers highlighting the positive impact.

8. Practical Sign Language for Telephonic Conversations
Offering a practical approach, this book teaches sign language phrases and expressions
specifically suited for telephonic communication through video calls. It emphasizes clarity,
pacing, and non-verbal cues to enhance understanding. Exercises and quizzes help
reinforce the learning process.

9. Bridging Silence: Sign Language in Modern Call Technology
Exploring the intersection of sign language and modern communication technology, this
book discusses innovations that facilitate sign language use in calls. Topics include
augmented reality, AI-powered sign recognition, and future trends. It aims to inspire
developers and communicators to create more accessible call experiences.
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