
sign language for calling

sign language for calling plays a crucial role in effective communication
within the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community. Understanding how to express
the concept of calling, whether it refers to making a phone call, summoning
someone, or signaling attention, is essential for clear interaction. This
article delves into the various signs and gestures used internationally and
regionally to indicate calling in sign language. It also explores the nuances
in different sign languages, tips for learning these signs, and their
practical applications in daily communication. Whether you are a beginner or
looking to expand your sign language vocabulary, this comprehensive guide
provides valuable insights. The following sections will cover the basics,
variations, and cultural aspects of sign language for calling.

Understanding the Basics of Sign Language for Calling

Common Signs and Gestures for Calling

Variations Across Different Sign Languages

Practical Applications of Sign Language for Calling

Tips for Learning and Practicing Calling Signs

Understanding the Basics of Sign Language for
Calling
Sign language for calling encompasses a range of gestures designed to convey
the act of initiating communication or requesting someone's attention. These
signs are integral in bridging communication gaps for individuals who rely on
visual language. The foundation of these signs often includes mimicking the
action associated with calling, such as holding a hand near the ear or mouth
to symbolize a phone or vocal call. Understanding these basics is important
for effective communication within the Deaf community and for those
interacting with Deaf individuals.

Definition and Scope
Calling in sign language refers to the visual representation of reaching out
to someone through speech, phone, or signaling. It can indicate making a
telephone call, calling someone's name, or drawing attention. The scope of
sign language for calling varies depending on the context and the specific
sign language being used.



Importance in Communication
Effective use of calling signs enhances clarity and reduces
misunderstandings. It enables smooth social interaction and helps in
situations requiring immediate attention or contact. Mastery of these signs
is vital for interpreters, educators, and anyone involved in Deaf
communication.

Common Signs and Gestures for Calling
There are several universally recognized signs that represent calling in
various sign languages. These signs often use handshapes and movements that
visually mimic the concept of a phone or vocal call, making them intuitive
and easy to learn.

Phone Call Sign
The most widely recognized sign for “phone call” involves extending the thumb
and pinky finger from the hand (resembling a telephone handset) and placing
it near the ear. This gesture is then moved slightly away from the ear to
indicate the action of calling or talking on the phone.

Calling Someone’s Name
To indicate calling someone’s name in sign language, the signer often uses a
hand gesture that mimics shouting or waving to attract attention. This may
involve cupping the hand around the mouth or raising the hand and moving it
towards the person being called.

Attention-Getting Signs
In many sign languages, specific gestures are used to get someone’s attention
before calling out. These can include tapping on the shoulder, waving, or
snapping fingers, depending on the cultural context. These signs are
essential precursors to calling and help ensure the message is received.

Phone call handshape near ear

Waving or cupping hand around mouth for calling out

Tapping or waving to get attention

Pointing gestures combined with calling motions



Variations Across Different Sign Languages
Sign language for calling differs across various regional and national sign
languages. These variations reflect cultural differences and linguistic
evolution within Deaf communities worldwide. Understanding these differences
is important for effective cross-cultural communication.

American Sign Language (ASL)
In ASL, the sign for calling typically uses the “Y” handshape (thumb and
pinky extended) held near the ear and moved outward. This sign is widely
understood within the United States and Canada and is often accompanied by
facial expressions that emphasize the intent of communication.

British Sign Language (BSL)
BSL uses a similar but distinct sign for calling, often incorporating a
different handshape or movement pattern. The sign may involve mimicking the
action of holding a phone or a gesture that signifies vocal calling,
depending on context.

International Sign Variations
International Sign (IS) attempts to create a common language for Deaf
individuals from various linguistic backgrounds. The sign for calling in IS
may blend elements from several sign languages, focusing on universally
recognizable gestures such as the phone handshape near the ear.

Practical Applications of Sign Language for
Calling
Understanding and using sign language for calling has practical implications
in everyday life, education, and professional settings. It facilitates
seamless communication and inclusion of Deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals.

In Social Settings
Using the correct calling signs in social interactions helps maintain
engagement and ensures that messages are conveyed clearly. Whether signaling
a phone call or drawing attention in a group, these signs promote effective
communication.



In Educational Environments
Educators working with Deaf students employ calling signs to manage classroom
activities and interactions. These signs help maintain order and encourage
participation, making learning more accessible.

In Professional and Emergency Situations
In workplaces and emergency scenarios, accurate use of calling signs can be
critical. For instance, signaling the need to make an urgent call or get
assistance quickly enhances safety and responsiveness.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Calling Signs
Mastering sign language for calling requires consistent practice,
observation, and engagement with the Deaf community. Several strategies can
facilitate effective learning and retention of these signs.

Practice with Native Signers
Interacting with native sign language users provides authentic learning
experiences and helps learners understand contextual usage and cultural
nuances of calling signs.

Use Visual Resources
Videos, sign language dictionaries, and tutorials offer valuable visual aids
for learning the correct handshapes and movements associated with calling
signs. Repetition through these resources enhances muscle memory.

Incorporate Signs into Daily Communication
Regularly using calling signs in conversations, role-playing scenarios, or
practice sessions solidifies understanding and builds confidence in signing.

Attend Workshops and Classes
Formal education in sign language often includes comprehensive training on
communication signs like calling. Workshops and classes provide structured
learning environments and professional guidance.

Engage regularly with Deaf community members1.



Utilize visual and interactive learning tools2.

Practice consistently in real-life contexts3.

Seek feedback to improve accuracy and fluency4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic sign for 'call' in American Sign
Language (ASL)?
In ASL, the sign for 'call' is made by forming the hand into the letter 'Y'
(thumb and pinky extended) and moving it from near the ear outward, mimicking
holding a phone to the ear.

How do you sign 'phone call' in sign language?
To sign 'phone call' in ASL, you make the 'call' sign by holding your hand in
a 'Y' shape near your ear and move it outward, representing a phone held to
the ear.

Is there a universal sign for 'call' across all sign
languages?
No, there is no universal sign for 'call' as sign languages vary by country
and region. Each sign language has its own distinct signs for 'call' or
'phone call.'

Can the sign for 'call' be used for both phone calls
and calling someone’s attention?
In many sign languages, the sign for 'call' specifically refers to phone
calls, while calling someone's attention may use different signs or gestures.

How do you sign 'calling someone' to come over in
ASL?
To sign 'calling someone' to come over in ASL, you typically use a beckoning
gesture with your hand, palm up, curling your fingers toward yourself to
indicate 'come here.'

Are there gender-specific signs for 'calling' in



sign language?
No, signs for 'calling' are generally gender-neutral and do not change based
on the gender of the person signing or the person being called.

How can I learn the sign for 'calling' in different
sign languages?
You can learn signs for 'calling' in different sign languages through online
video tutorials, language apps, or by taking classes taught by native signers
of the specific sign language.

What is the difference between 'call' and 'phone' in
sign language?
In ASL, 'call' often refers to the action of making a phone call, while
'phone' is signed by mimicking holding a phone to the ear without the
movement indicating calling. The context helps clarify the meaning.

Can emojis or gestures be used to represent
'calling' in digital communication?
Yes, emojis like the telephone receiver � or gestures such as the 'call me'
hand sign (thumb and pinky extended) are commonly used in digital
communication to represent 'calling.'

Additional Resources
1. Sign Language for Calling: A Beginner’s Guide
This book offers an introduction to the essential signs used for making phone
calls and getting someone's attention in sign language. It covers basic
vocabulary, common phrases, and practical tips for effective communication.
Illustrated with clear images, it’s perfect for beginners looking to enhance
their skills in calling-related sign language.

2. Mastering Phone Conversations in Sign Language
Designed for intermediate learners, this book delves into more complex
aspects of phone communication using sign language. It includes dialogues,
etiquette tips, and troubleshooting common misunderstandings. Readers will
gain confidence in handling various calling scenarios smoothly.

3. The Art of Calling: Sign Language Communication Techniques
Focusing on the nuances of calling in sign language, this book explores non-
manual signals and facial expressions that enhance clarity. It emphasizes
cultural context and practical applications, helping readers to improve both
their understanding and fluency. A valuable resource for students and
interpreters alike.



4. Sign Language Etiquette for Phone and Video Calls
This guide addresses the unique challenges of phone and video call
communication within the Deaf community. It discusses appropriate signing
speed, turn-taking, and visual cues to maintain effective interactions. The
book also covers technology tips to optimize video calling experiences.

5. Calling in Sign Language: Phrases and Practice
Packed with useful phrases and practice exercises, this book helps learners
build a solid foundation for calling in sign language. Each chapter includes
drills to reinforce memory and improve speed. It’s an excellent workbook for
self-study or classroom use.

6. Everyday Calling: Practical Sign Language for Daily Use
This book presents everyday calling situations, such as scheduling
appointments, asking for information, and leaving messages. It combines
vocabulary lists with real-life scenarios to prepare readers for practical
communication needs. The approachable style makes it accessible for all ages.

7. Sign Language Calling for Kids: Fun and Easy Learning
Tailored for children, this colorful and engaging book introduces calling
signs through stories and games. It encourages interactive learning and helps
young readers develop communication skills early. Parents and teachers will
find it a delightful tool for introducing sign language.

8. Advanced Calling Skills in American Sign Language
Targeting advanced users, this book explores idiomatic expressions and
regional variations in calling signs. It also offers strategies for
interpreting complex conversations and managing misunderstandings. Ideal for
interpreters and fluent signers aiming to refine their proficiency.

9. Technology and Calling: Sign Language in the Digital Age
This book examines how technology impacts calling in sign language, including
the use of video relay services and mobile apps. It provides guidance on
integrating digital tools with traditional signing methods. Readers will
learn to navigate modern communication platforms effectively.
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