
sign language numbers 1 30

sign language numbers 1 30 are essential components of effective communication within the Deaf and hard
of hearing communities. Mastering these numbers in American Sign Language (ASL) facilitates everyday
interactions such as shopping, telling time, and sharing important information. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to understanding and using sign language numbers 1 through 30, highlighting the
specific handshapes and movements associated with each number. In addition to the basics, the guide
explores tips for practicing and memorizing these signs to enhance fluency. Whether a beginner or
someone looking to refresh their skills, this resource is designed to improve numerical communication in
ASL. The following sections will cover the fundamentals of sign language numbers, detailed explanations
of numbers 1 to 30, and strategies for learning and using these signs effectively.

Introduction to Sign Language Numbers

Sign Language Numbers 1 to 10

Sign Language Numbers 11 to 20

Sign Language Numbers 21 to 30

Tips for Learning and Practicing Sign Language Numbers

Introduction to Sign Language Numbers
Understanding sign language numbers 1 30 is a foundational skill for anyone learning American Sign
Language. Numbers in ASL are expressed through specific handshapes and movements that differ
significantly from spoken or written numerals. The ability to sign numbers accurately is crucial for clear
communication, especially in contexts involving dates, quantities, addresses, and phone numbers. Unlike
spoken language, where numbers are articulated linearly, sign language employs distinctive configurations
and sometimes combines signs to represent larger numbers efficiently. Familiarity with the numerical
system in ASL supports broader language development and cultural competence within the Deaf
community.

Overview of Number Formation in ASL
ASL uses one-handed signs for numbers, making it unique and relatively quick to learn. The first ten
numbers (1-10) have distinct handshapes, while numbers beyond ten often build on these foundational



signs through movement or combination. For example, numbers 11 through 15 involve repeated finger
flicks or taps, and numbers 16 through 19 incorporate specific finger combinations. Numbers 20 through 30
often combine the sign for 20 with additional finger movements or digits. Mastering these patterns not
only improves numerical fluency but also aids in learning higher numbers and more complex concepts.

Sign Language Numbers 1 to 10
Numbers 1 through 10 in ASL are fundamental building blocks for all subsequent numerical signs. Each
number is represented by a unique handshape and position, allowing clear and distinct communication.
These numbers are used frequently in daily interactions, making them critical for learners to master early
on.

Detailed Signs for Numbers 1 to 10

1: Hold up the index finger upright.

2: Hold up the index and middle fingers.

3: Hold up the thumb, index, and middle fingers.

4: Hold up all fingers except the thumb.

5: Hold up all five fingers, spread apart.

6: Touch the thumb and pinky fingers together, other fingers extended.

7: Touch the thumb and ring fingers together.

8: Touch the thumb and middle fingers together.

9: Touch the thumb and index fingers together.

10: Make a fist with the thumb extended and shake it side to side.

These signs are generally performed with the dominant hand held in front of the signer’s body at chest or
shoulder level. Consistency in handshape and movement ensures clarity and understanding.



Sign Language Numbers 11 to 20
The numbers 11 through 20 in ASL often involve repeated finger flicks or combinations of signs that build
upon the foundational numbers 1 through 10. This sequence requires more nuanced finger movements and
practice to execute accurately and naturally.

How to Sign Numbers 11 to 15
Numbers 11 to 15 are typically signed by flicking the index finger with a quick upward motion:

11: Flick the index finger upward once.

12: Flick the index and middle fingers upward once.

13: Flick the thumb, index, and middle fingers upward once.

14: Flick all fingers except the thumb upward once.

15: Show all five fingers, no flicking needed.

Numbers 16 to 20 Explained
For numbers 16 to 19, ASL uses combinations of the thumb touching other fingers, while 20 is a distinct
sign involving a different handshape and movement:

16: Touch the thumb to the index finger and flick the index finger outward.

17: Touch the thumb to the middle finger and flick the middle finger outward.

18: Touch the thumb to the ring finger and flick the ring finger outward.

19: Touch the thumb to the pinky finger and flick the pinky finger outward.

20: Hold up the index and middle fingers together, then flick them outward repeatedly.



Sign Language Numbers 21 to 30
Numbers 21 through 30 in ASL build on the signs for 1 through 10 and 20, often combining basic number
signs with specific movements. These numbers are slightly more complex and demonstrate the flexibility
of ASL numerical signs.

Signing Numbers 21 to 29
Numbers 21 to 29 are usually signed by starting with the sign for 20, followed by the addition of the
numbers 1 to 9:

21: Sign 20, then sign 1 immediately after.

22: Sign 20, then sign 2.

23: Sign 20, then sign 3.

24: Sign 20, then sign 4.

25: Sign 20, then sign 5.

26: Sign 20, then sign 6.

27: Sign 20, then sign 7.

28: Sign 20, then sign 8.

29: Sign 20, then sign 9.

Number 30 in Sign Language
The number 30 is signed differently from the previous two-digit numbers. It typically involves forming
the number 3 with the dominant hand and then making a circular motion in front of the body,
symbolizing the “thirty” mark in ASL numeric signs. Mastery of this sign signifies an understanding of the
transition from basic to larger numbers in ASL.



Tips for Learning and Practicing Sign Language Numbers
Learning sign language numbers 1 30 requires consistent practice and attention to detail. The nuances in
handshape, movement, and positioning are critical to ensure accurate communication. Effective strategies
for mastering these signs include repetition, using mnemonic devices, and integrating number signs into
everyday conversations.

Practice Strategies

Repetition: Regularly practicing the signs helps reinforce muscle memory and recall.

Visual Aids: Watching videos or using flashcards can improve recognition and execution.

Contextual Use: Incorporate numbers in real-life situations such as counting objects or telling time.

Partner Practice: Practicing with a fluent signer or language partner enhances feedback and
correction.

Break It Down: Learn numbers in smaller groups to avoid overwhelm and build confidence.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
While learning sign language numbers, it is important to avoid common errors such as incorrect finger
placement, inconsistent movement speed, or confusing similar signs. Paying close attention to the details of
each number sign ensures clarity and prevents misunderstandings during communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic hand shapes for numbers 1 to 5 in sign language?
In American Sign Language (ASL), numbers 1 to 5 are represented by holding up one to five fingers
respectively, with the palm facing outward.

How do you sign the number 10 in American Sign Language?
The number 10 in ASL is signed by making a thumbs-up gesture and then shaking the thumb slightly.



What is the difference between signing numbers 1-9 and 10-30 in ASL?
Numbers 1-9 are signed with one hand showing the respective number of fingers. For numbers 10-30,
ASL uses a combination of handshapes and movements, such as the thumb for 10, and number 2 to 9
combined with a flick or movement to indicate the tens.

How do you sign the number 15 in ASL?
The number 15 in ASL is signed by extending the thumb and the index finger while flicking the thumb
outward, representing the number 5 with a slight movement.

Are there regional variations in signing numbers 1 to 30 in sign
language?
Yes, there can be regional and dialectical variations in sign language numbers depending on the country or
sign language used, such as ASL, BSL, or others.

Can you combine fingerspelling with number signs for numbers 1 to 30?
Typically, numbers 1 to 30 are signed using specific number signs rather than fingerspelling, which is used
for letters and words.

How important is learning numbers 1 to 30 in sign language for
beginners?
Learning numbers 1 to 30 is fundamental for beginners as it helps with everyday communication
involving dates, time, age, and counting.

Is there a difference in signing numbers 20 to 30 compared to 1 to 19 in
ASL?
Yes, numbers 20 to 30 in ASL involve combining the sign for 2 or 3 with a flicking motion to indicate the
tens place, unlike numbers 1 to 19 which are usually static handshapes.

Where can I find resources to learn sign language numbers 1 to 30
effectively?
You can find resources such as online tutorials, videos, mobile apps, and courses on platforms like YouTube,
ASL University, and various sign language learning websites.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering Sign Language Numbers 1-30: A Beginner's Guide
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to signing numbers from 1 to 30 in American Sign
Language (ASL). It includes step-by-step illustrations and practice exercises to help learners build
confidence. Perfect for beginners, it also covers basic counting phrases and number-related vocabulary.

2. Counting with Confidence: Sign Language Numbers 1 to 30
Designed for children and adults alike, this book makes learning numbers in sign language fun and
accessible. Colorful images and easy-to-follow instructions guide readers through each number's hand shape
and movement. The book also includes tips on incorporating numbers into everyday communication.

3. Numbers in Motion: Learning Sign Language 1-30
Explore the dynamic world of sign language numbers with this engaging resource. It breaks down each
number into simple, memorable signs accompanied by clear photos and descriptions. The book encourages
practice through interactive activities and real-life examples.

4. Sign Language Essentials: Numbers 1 to 30 Explained
This essential guide focuses on building a solid foundation in signing numbers from 1 to 30. It provides
detailed explanations of hand configurations and common errors to avoid. Additionally, it offers cultural
insights and tips for effective communication within the Deaf community.

5. The Complete Guide to ASL Numbers 1-30
A thorough reference book for learners of all levels, this guide covers the ASL numbers 1 through 30 in
detail. It includes video links for visual learners, practice quizzes, and contextual usage scenarios. The book
is ideal for students, educators, and interpreters.

6. Counting Up: A Visual Approach to Sign Language Numbers 1-30
With vibrant illustrations and a user-friendly layout, this book makes learning sign language numbers
engaging. Each number is paired with mnemonic devices to aid memorization. The book also provides
exercises to reinforce comprehension and signing speed.

7. Sign Language Numbers Made Simple: 1 to 30
This straightforward book simplifies the process of learning numbers in sign language. It breaks down
complex hand signs into easy steps, supported by clear photographs. The book also includes practice drills
and tips for integrating numbers into daily conversations.

8. Hands-On Counting: Learning Sign Language Numbers 1-30
Hands-On Counting uses an interactive approach to teach numbers in sign language. It features practice
worksheets, flashcards, and real-life scenarios to help learners apply their skills. The book is suitable for
classrooms, homeschooling, and self-study.

9. Sign Language Numbers 1 to 30 for Kids



Tailored specifically for young learners, this playful book introduces sign language numbers through stories
and colorful illustrations. It includes games, songs, and activities that make learning engaging and effective.
Parents and teachers will find it a valuable tool to encourage early communication skills.
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