
sign language rubbing hands together

sign language rubbing hands together is a distinctive gesture that conveys specific meanings in
various sign languages around the world. This particular motion, involving the rubbing of one’s hands
together, can represent different concepts depending on cultural context, dialect, and the specific
sign language system employed. Understanding the intricacies of this gesture is important for
learners, interpreters, and communicators who rely on sign language for effective interaction. This
article explores the significance, variations, and applications of the rubbing hands together sign within
American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign languages, shedding light on its semantic richness and
practical usage. It will also discuss common misconceptions, the importance of non-manual signals,
and how this gesture integrates with broader sign communication. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of this gesture’s role in sign language communication.

Meaning and Usage of Rubbing Hands Together in Sign Language

Variation Across Different Sign Languages

Non-Manual Features and Contextual Importance

Common Misinterpretations and Clarifications

Learning and Practicing the Rubbing Hands Together Sign

Meaning and Usage of Rubbing Hands Together in Sign
Language

The gesture of rubbing hands together in sign language typically conveys a variety of meanings
depending on the context and the specific sign language system. In American Sign Language (ASL),
for instance, this motion is often associated with concepts such as anticipation, eagerness, or the idea
of money and financial transactions. The movement mimics the natural human action of warming the
hands or symbolizing the handling of money, which lends the sign its metaphorical meanings.

Symbolism in American Sign Language

In ASL, rubbing hands together can symbolize the desire or expectation of something positive or
profitable. This sign is commonly used to express excitement or eagerness about an upcoming event
or opportunity. Additionally, it can represent money or financial dealings, as the rubbing movement
imitates the physical act of counting or handling currency.



Contextual Usage in Conversation

The meaning of the rubbing hands gesture is heavily influenced by the conversational context. For
example, when used in a discussion about work or business, it typically implies financial gain or profit.
In contrast, during social interactions, it may indicate anticipation or enthusiasm. This flexibility
makes the gesture a versatile tool in signed communication.

Variation Across Different Sign Languages

While the rubbing hands together gesture holds specific meanings in ASL, it is important to recognize
that other sign languages may assign different interpretations or use alternative signs for similar
concepts. Sign languages are natural languages with their own grammar and lexicons, so gestures
like rubbing hands together can vary widely.

Comparative Uses in British Sign Language and Others

In British Sign Language (BSL), the rubbing hands together motion is less commonly associated with
money or anticipation. Instead, different handshapes or movements may be used to convey these
ideas. Some other sign languages may incorporate similar rubbing motions but attach distinct
meanings based on cultural norms and linguistic evolution.

Regional and Dialectical Differences

Within the same sign language, regional dialects can influence how the rubbing hands gesture is
performed and interpreted. Variations in speed, hand orientation, and facial expressions can all affect
the sign’s meaning. Awareness of these differences is critical for accurate communication and
interpretation.

Non-Manual Features and Contextual Importance

Non-manual signals, including facial expressions, body posture, and eye gaze, play a crucial role in
the meaning of the rubbing hands together sign. These features provide essential context and
emotional nuance that the hand movement alone cannot convey.

Facial Expressions Enhancing the Gesture

When rubbing hands together, a signer might raise their eyebrows, smile, or show excitement to
reinforce the intended meaning of eagerness or anticipation. Conversely, a more neutral or serious



expression might shift the interpretation toward a business-related context such as financial
discussions.

Body Language and Eye Contact

Complementary body language, such as leaning forward or maintaining direct eye contact, can
emphasize the sign’s importance or urgency. These non-manual cues are integral to the full
comprehension of the gesture within conversation.

Common Misinterpretations and Clarifications

The rubbing hands together gesture can sometimes be misunderstood by those unfamiliar with its
specific sign language meanings. It may be confused with habitual or nervous behavior or misread as
a universal symbol for warmth or cleaning hands.

Distinguishing Sign Language Gesture from Common Gestures

Outside of sign language, rubbing hands together often indicates coldness or preparation to perform a
task. In sign language, however, the gesture is deliberate and paired with linguistic elements that
clarify its semantic intent. Recognizing these differences is essential for accurate interpretation.

Role of Context in Avoiding Misinterpretation

Contextual clues and surrounding signs help prevent misunderstanding. For example, if the rubbing
hands together sign appears within a sentence about money or plans, the intended meaning is clearer
than if it appears in isolation. Sign language interpreters are trained to consider these factors
carefully.

Learning and Practicing the Rubbing Hands Together
Sign

For students and practitioners of sign language, mastering the rubbing hands together sign requires
attention to hand movement precision, facial expression, and timing. Incorporating these elements
ensures clarity and naturalness in communication.



Step-by-Step Guide to Performing the Gesture

Start with both hands open and facing each other at chest height.1.

Bring the palms close together without touching.2.

Gently rub the palms and fingers of the hands against each other in a smooth, repetitive3.
motion.

Coordinate the speed and intensity of the rubbing to match the intended meaning—faster for4.
eagerness, slower for money-related contexts.

Add appropriate facial expressions and body language to reinforce the message.5.

Practice Tips for Effective Communication

Consistent practice with native signers or qualified instructors can improve proficiency. Observing
real-life usage in conversations and videos helps learners internalize the gesture’s nuances.
Additionally, understanding the cultural background enhances the sign’s appropriate application.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does rubbing hands together mean in sign language?
Rubbing hands together in sign language typically represents the concept of money, payment, or
financial transactions.

Is rubbing hands together a universal sign in sign language?
No, rubbing hands together is not universal in all sign languages, but it is commonly used in American
Sign Language (ASL) to indicate money or financial matters.

Can rubbing hands together indicate excitement in sign
language?
In some contexts, rubbing hands together can also express anticipation or excitement, but this
meaning is usually inferred from facial expressions rather than being a standard sign.

How is the sign for money performed in American Sign



Language?
In ASL, the sign for money often involves rubbing the fingertips of one hand against the palm of the
other hand, or rubbing hands together, symbolizing the exchange or handling of money.

Are there other meanings for rubbing hands together in sign
language besides money?
While primarily associated with money, rubbing hands together can sometimes be used
metaphorically to indicate eagerness or readiness, depending on the context and accompanying facial
expressions.

Is rubbing hands together used in other sign languages to
mean something different?
Yes, different sign languages may use different gestures; rubbing hands together may not have the
same meaning everywhere and can vary culturally and linguistically.

How can you differentiate between rubbing hands together as
a sign for money and as a gesture for cold in sign language?
Context and facial expressions are key; the money sign usually has a neutral or business-like
expression, while rubbing hands together for cold is often accompanied by shivering movements and
a pained facial expression.

Is rubbing hands together taught in beginner sign language
classes?
Yes, rubbing hands together as a sign for money is commonly taught early on because it is a practical
and frequently used concept in daily communication.

Can rubbing hands together be used to express greed or
desire in sign language?
While not a formal sign, rubbing hands together combined with certain facial expressions can convey
greed or desire informally in some signing communities.

How important are facial expressions when using the rubbing
hands together gesture in sign language?
Facial expressions are very important as they provide context and clarify the intended meaning, such
as distinguishing between money, eagerness, or coldness when rubbing hands together.



Additional Resources
1. “The Art of Signing: Mastering Hand Movements and Gestures”
This comprehensive guide explores the fundamental techniques of sign language, with a special focus
on hand movements such as rubbing hands together. It offers step-by-step instructions, illustrations,
and exercises to help learners develop fluid and expressive signing skills. Perfect for beginners and
educators alike, this book bridges the gap between theory and practice.

2. “Expressive Hands: Understanding Nonverbal Communication in Sign Language”
Delve into the nuances of nonverbal cues in sign language, including the significance of rubbing
hands together as a gesture. The book examines cultural contexts and emotional expressions
conveyed through hand movements. Readers will gain insight into how subtle motions enhance
communication beyond words.

3. “Sign Language for Everyday Life: Practical Gestures and Their Meanings”
Designed for everyday users, this book highlights common sign language gestures, such as rubbing
hands together, that signal impatience, anticipation, or warmth. It provides practical scenarios and
dialogues to help readers incorporate these signs naturally in daily conversations. The approachable
format makes learning accessible for all ages.

4. “Gestures and Meanings: The Body Language of Sign Language”
Focusing on the body’s role in sign language, this title explores how hand gestures, including rubbing
hands together, convey complex messages. It discusses the interplay between facial expressions and
hand movements to create rich, meaningful communication. The book is a valuable resource for
linguists and sign language enthusiasts.

5. “Hands in Motion: The Dynamics of Sign Language Communication”
This book captures the fluidity and rhythm of sign language, emphasizing the role of hand motions
such as rubbing hands together to express emotion and intent. Through vivid examples and practice
drills, readers learn to add naturalness and emphasis to their signing. It’s ideal for those seeking to
enhance their expressive abilities.

6. “The Psychology of Sign Language: Understanding Gestural Expressions”
Explore the psychological underpinnings of sign language gestures, with an in-depth look at actions
like rubbing hands together. The book discusses how such gestures can indicate feelings like
nervousness, excitement, or scheming. It provides readers with a deeper understanding of the mind-
body connection in communication.

7. “Cultural Significance of Gestures: Rubbing Hands Together Across Communities”
This title investigates how the gesture of rubbing hands together varies in meaning across different
cultures and sign language communities. It highlights both similarities and unique interpretations,
enriching the reader’s appreciation of global sign language diversity. A must-read for cultural
anthropologists and language learners.

8. “Teaching Sign Language: Techniques for Conveying Hand Gestures Effectively”
A practical manual for educators, this book offers strategies for teaching hand gestures like rubbing
hands together with clarity and confidence. It includes lesson plans, visual aids, and tips for engaging
students in active learning. The focus is on building both understanding and enthusiasm for sign
language.

9. “Sign Language and Emotion: Reading the Hands”



This insightful book examines how emotional states are communicated through specific hand
gestures, including the rubbing of hands together. It provides detailed analysis and real-world
examples showing how emotions like anticipation or anxiety are expressed nonverbally. Readers will
develop skills to interpret and convey feelings more effectively in sign language.
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