simple chemistry experiments for high
school

Simple chemistry experiments for high school students can be a fun and engaging way to
understand fundamental concepts in chemistry. These experiments not only help students
grasp theoretical knowledge but also develop practical skills and foster a love for scientific
inquiry. In this article, we will explore a variety of easy and safe chemistry experiments
that can be conducted in a high school setting, complete with explanations of the scientific
principles behind them, necessary materials, and step-by-step instructions.

1. The Classic Baking Soda and Vinegar Reaction

Baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) and vinegar (acetic acid) create a well-known chemical
reaction that produces carbon dioxide gas. This experiment is perfect for introducing
students to the concept of acid-base reactions.

Materials Needed

- Baking soda

- Vinegar

- A small container or a plastic bottle
- A balloon (optional)

- Food coloring (optional)

Procedure

1. Pour about two tablespoons of baking soda into the small container.

2. If desired, add a few drops of food coloring to the baking soda for visual effect.

3. In a separate container, pour about half a cup of vinegar.

4. Quickly pour the vinegar into the container with baking soda.

5. Observe the reaction and the bubbles formed. Optionally, you can stretch the balloon
over the opening of the bottle before pouring in the vinegar to capture the gas produced.

Scientific Explanation

When baking soda reacts with vinegar, it produces carbon dioxide gas, water, and sodium
acetate. The bubbling effect is due to the rapid release of carbon dioxide, which can inflate
a balloon if used in that way.

2. The Elephant Toothpaste Experiment



This visually impressive experiment showcases an exothermic reaction and is often a
favorite among students.

Materials Needed

- Hydrogen peroxide (3% solution)

- Yeast (1 packet)

- Warm water (about 3 tablespoons)
- Liquid dish soap

- Food coloring (optional)

- A plastic bottle or container

- Safety goggles

Procedure

1. Put on safety goggles to protect your eyes.

2. In the plastic bottle, combine about 1/2 cup of hydrogen peroxide with a squirt of dish
soap.

3. If desired, add a few drops of food coloring to create a colorful effect.

4. In a separate cup, mix the yeast with warm water and stir well.

5. Pour the yeast mixture into the bottle with hydrogen peroxide and step back.

Scientific Explanation

The yeast acts as a catalyst to break down hydrogen peroxide into water and oxygen gas.
The soap captures the oxygen in bubbles, creating a foamy eruption that resembles
toothpaste being squeezed from a tube. The reaction is exothermic, releasing heat.

3. Chromatography: Separating Colors

Chromatography is a technique used to separate mixtures into their individual
components. This experiment demonstrates how different pigments can be separated from
ink or plant extracts.

Materials Needed

- Coffee filter or chromatography paper
- Water

-Acup

- Markers (water-soluble)

- A pencil

- Ruler

- Scissors



Procedure

1. Cut the coffee filter into a strip about 1 inch wide and 10 inches long.

2. Use a pencil to draw a line about 1-2 inches from the bottom of the filter strip.

3. Place a small dot of marker ink on the line. Use different colors for variety.

4. Fill the cup with a small amount of water (about 1-2 cm deep).

5. Hang the filter paper in the cup so that the bottom is submerged in the water, but the
ink dot is above the water level.

6. Observe as the water travels up the paper, carrying the ink with it.

Scientific Explanation

As the water moves up the filter paper through capillary action, it carries the different
pigments at different rates based on their solubility. This results in a separation of colors,
showing how complex mixtures can be broken down.

4. Making a pH Indicator with Red Cabbage

Red cabbage contains a natural pH indicator that changes color in response to acidic or
basic substances. This experiment is a fun way to explore the concept of acidity and
alkalinity.

Materials Needed

- Red cabbage

- Boiling water

- Strainer

- Clear cups

- Various liquids to test (vinegar, baking soda solution, lemon juice, soap, etc.)

Procedure

1. Chop a few leaves of red cabbage into small pieces and place them in a pot.

2. Add boiling water to the pot until the cabbage is submerged. Let it sit for about 30
minutes to extract the pigment.

3. Strain the mixture to collect the liquid, which will be your pH indicator.

4. Pour the cabbage juice into clear cups.

5. Add small amounts of the liquids you want to test to separate cups of the cabbage juice
and observe the color change.

Scientific Explanation

The pigment in red cabbage, called anthocyanin, changes color depending on the pH level
of the solution it is mixed with. Acidic solutions turn the indicator pink, while basic
solutions turn it greenish-yellow.



5. The Density Tower

Creating a density tower allows students to visualize the concept of density and how
different liquids can layer based on their densities.

Materials Needed

- A clear container (a glass or plastic jar)
- Honey

- Dish soap

- Water (colored with food coloring)

- Vegetable oil

- Rubbing alcohol

- A dropper or pipette

Procedure

1. Pour about 1/4 cup of honey into the bottom of the container.

2. Slowly add a layer of dish soap on top of the honey, pouring it gently down the side of
the container.

3. Next, add a layer of colored water using a dropper, again pouring gently to avoid
mixing.

4. Carefully add vegetable oil as the next layer, pouring slowly.

5. Finally, add a layer of rubbing alcohol on top.

Scientific Explanation

Each liquid has a different density, which determines where it will settle in the container.
Honey is the densest, so it stays at the bottom, while rubbing alcohol, being the least
dense, floats at the top. This experiment visually demonstrates the concept of density and
how it applies to liquids.

Conclusion

These simple chemistry experiments for high school students not only provide hands-on
experience but also reinforce important scientific principles. By performing these
experiments, students can develop critical thinking skills, learn to observe and analyze
results, and cultivate a deeper interest in the world of chemistry. Each experiment can be
conducted with readily available materials, making them accessible and enjoyable for both
teachers and students alike. Encourage students to ask questions, make hypotheses, and
discuss their findings to enhance their learning experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a simple experiment to demonstrate a chemical
reaction using vinegar and baking soda?

Mix equal parts of vinegar and baking soda in a container. The reaction produces carbon
dioxide gas, creating bubbles and fizzing, which can be observed immediately.

How can I create a homemade pH indicator using red
cabbage?

Chop red cabbage and boil it in water for about 30 minutes. Strain the liquid, which will
turn purple. This liquid can be used to test the pH of various substances; it turns red in
acidic solutions and green/yellow in basic solutions.

What is the purpose of the 'Elephant Toothpaste'
experiment?

The Elephant Toothpaste experiment demonstrates an exothermic reaction and the rapid
decomposition of hydrogen peroxide catalyzed by yeast or potassium iodide, producing a
large amount of foam that resembles toothpaste for an elephant.

How can I create a simple lava lamp at home?

Fill a clear bottle with water, add a few drops of food coloring, and then pour in vegetable
oil. The oil will float on top of the water, creating a lava lamp effect when you add an
effervescent tablet like Alka-Seltzer.

What simple chemistry experiment can show the
process of oxidation?

Slice an apple and leave the pieces exposed to air. Over time, you will notice the apple
turning brown due to oxidation, which can be discussed in the context of chemical
reactions involving oxygen.

How can I demonstrate the concept of density with a
simple experiment?

Layer different liquids like honey, dish soap, water, and oil in a clear container slowly.
Each liquid will form layers based on density, showcasing how denser liquids sink below
less dense ones.

What experiment can illustrate the principle of



diffusion?

Fill a clear glass with water and drop a few drops of food coloring into it. Observe how the
color spreads throughout the water over time, demonstrating the process of diffusion.

How can I perform a chromatic chromatography
experiment at home?

Use a strip of coffee filter paper and draw a line with a black marker near the bottom. Dip
the bottom of the strip in water and watch as the colors separate and travel up the paper,
illustrating the principle of chromatography.

What is a simple way to create a gas-producing reaction
using household items?

Combine vinegar and baking soda in a balloon. Inflate the balloon slightly to allow the
mixture to react inside. The production of carbon dioxide gas will inflate the balloon,
demonstrating a gas-producing reaction.
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