
simple math tricks for kids

simple math tricks for kids can transform the way children engage with numbers,
making math both enjoyable and easier to understand. These tricks not only help young
learners grasp fundamental concepts quickly but also build confidence in their
mathematical abilities. By incorporating simple techniques and shortcuts, kids can perform
calculations faster and develop a stronger number sense. This article explores various
effective math tricks suitable for children, covering addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division strategies. It also highlights tips for teaching these tricks in an engaging manner to
enhance learning outcomes. Whether used at home or in the classroom, these simple math
tricks for kids serve as valuable tools to foster a lifelong interest in mathematics. The
following sections provide detailed explanations and examples to help parents and
educators apply these methods effectively.

Addition Tricks

Subtraction Shortcuts

Multiplication Made Easy

Division Strategies for Kids

Tips for Teaching Simple Math Tricks

Addition Tricks
Addition is one of the foundational arithmetic operations, and mastering it early is essential
for a child's mathematical development. Simple math tricks for kids in addition help simplify
calculations and improve mental math skills. These tricks often involve breaking numbers
into more manageable parts or using patterns to make sums easier to compute.

Breaking Numbers into Tens and Ones
This trick involves separating numbers into tens and ones to make addition more
straightforward. For example, when adding 27 + 46, a child can break the numbers into 20
+ 7 and 40 + 6, add the tens first (20 + 40 = 60), then the ones (7 + 6 = 13), and finally
combine the sums (60 + 13 = 73). This method helps kids visualize the place value system
and reduces errors.

Using Doubles and Near-Doubles
Children often find doubling numbers easier than other calculations. Simple math tricks for
kids include recognizing doubles (e.g., 6 + 6 = 12) and near-doubles (e.g., 6 + 7 is just one



more than 6 + 6). Utilizing doubles and near-doubles helps kids quickly add numbers close
to each other without starting from scratch.

Making Ten
Making ten is a popular addition strategy where numbers are rearranged to form a sum of
ten, which is easier to work with. For example, to add 8 + 5, a child can think of 8 + 2 + 3,
where 8 + 2 makes 10, and then add the remaining 3 to get 13. This trick improves speed
and mental calculation.

Subtraction Shortcuts
Subtraction can sometimes be challenging, but simple math tricks for kids can make it less
intimidating and more approachable. These methods focus on mental strategies that
simplify the process and help children avoid common pitfalls.

Counting Up Method
Instead of subtracting directly, children can count up from the smaller number to the larger
number to find the difference. For example, to calculate 15 - 9, a child can count up from 9
to 15: 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, counting six numbers, so the answer is 6. This approach
reduces errors in borrowing and regrouping.

Using Compatible Numbers
Compatible numbers are pairs that are easy to subtract mentally. For example, subtracting
50 from 100 is straightforward. Simple math tricks for kids include adjusting numbers to
compatible forms before subtracting. For instance, to subtract 48 from 100, think of 50
instead of 48, subtract 50 from 100 to get 50, then add back 2 to correct the difference,
resulting in 52.

Subtracting in Parts
This strategy involves breaking the subtraction into smaller steps. For example, to subtract
27 from 65, a child can subtract 20 first (65 - 20 = 45), then subtract 7 (45 - 7 = 38). This
method makes subtraction less overwhelming and easier to handle mentally.

Multiplication Made Easy
Multiplication is crucial for advancing in math, and simple math tricks for kids can make
learning multiplication tables and performing calculations much easier. These tricks often
rely on patterns, visualization, and shortcuts that reduce the cognitive load on young
learners.



Multiplying by 5
Multiplying by 5 is a common task, and an easy trick is to multiply the number by 10 and
then divide by 2. For example, 6 × 5 can be calculated as (6 × 10) ÷ 2 = 60 ÷ 2 = 30. This
method leverages the simplicity of multiplying by 10 and the halving process to get the
answer quickly.

Multiplying by 9 Using Fingers
One of the most famous simple math tricks for kids involves using fingers to multiply by 9.
To multiply 9 by a number between 1 and 10, the child holds out both hands, lowers the
finger corresponding to the number, and counts the fingers on each side. For example, 9 ×
4: lower the 4th finger, there are 3 fingers on the left and 6 on the right, making 36.

Doubling and Halving
This trick involves doubling one number and halving the other to make multiplication
easier. For example, 4 × 25 can be simplified by doubling 4 to 8 and halving 25 to 12.5,
then multiplying 8 × 12.5 = 100. Doubling and halving help when one number is even,
making calculations faster.

Using the Distributive Property
Breaking down multiplication into smaller parts using the distributive property is another
effective trick. For example, to multiply 12 × 7, a child can calculate (10 × 7) + (2 × 7) =
70 + 14 = 84. This approach helps kids understand multiplication as repeated addition and
uses simpler numbers.

Division Strategies for Kids
Division is often perceived as a difficult operation, but simple math tricks for kids can
demystify this concept. Teaching division through visual aids and mental strategies makes
it accessible and less intimidating for learners.

Using Multiplication Facts
Since division is the inverse of multiplication, knowing multiplication tables helps children
solve division problems quickly. For instance, if a child knows that 5 × 6 = 30, they can
easily find that 30 ÷ 5 = 6. Memorizing multiplication facts is foundational for
understanding division.



Repeated Subtraction
Repeated subtraction involves subtracting the divisor repeatedly from the dividend until
zero is reached, counting the number of subtractions. For example, to calculate 20 ÷ 4,
subtract 4 repeatedly: 20 - 4 = 16, 16 - 4 = 12, 12 - 4 = 8, 8 - 4 = 4, 4 - 4 = 0 (five times).
This shows that 20 ÷ 4 = 5.

Using Estimation
Estimation helps children approximate division results before finding the exact answer. For
example, to divide 98 by 5, a child can think of 100 ÷ 5 = 20, so the answer will be close to
20. Estimation builds number sense and aids in checking the accuracy of division answers.

Tips for Teaching Simple Math Tricks
Effectively teaching simple math tricks for kids requires patience, creativity, and consistent
practice. The following strategies can facilitate better understanding and retention of these
math techniques.

Use Visual Aids: Incorporate objects, drawings, or fingers to demonstrate tricks,1.
making abstract concepts more concrete.

Practice Regularly: Repetition helps reinforce memory and build confidence in using2.
math tricks.

Make Learning Fun: Gamify math practice through puzzles, quizzes, or timed3.
challenges to engage children.

Encourage Mental Math: Promote solving problems mentally rather than relying4.
solely on paper, enhancing cognitive skills.

Relate to Real-Life Situations: Use everyday examples like shopping or cooking to5.
show the practical use of math tricks.

Be Patient and Positive: Celebrate progress and avoid discouragement to foster a6.
positive learning environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy multiplication tricks for kids?
Kids can use tricks like multiplying by 5 by multiplying by 10 and then dividing by 2, or
using finger tricks for multiplying by 9 to make multiplication easier and fun.



How can kids quickly add numbers in their head?
Encourage kids to break numbers into smaller parts (like tens and ones), add each part
separately, and then combine the results to add numbers quickly in their head.

Is there a simple trick to subtract numbers for kids?
Yes, kids can use the 'counting up' method, where they count up from the smaller number
to the bigger number to find the difference easily.

How can kids learn to multiply by 10, 100, or 1000
quickly?
Teach kids that multiplying by 10, 100, or 1000 just means adding one, two, or three zeros
to the number respectively, making it faster and simpler.

What is a fun way to teach kids the concept of division?
Use real-life examples like sharing candies equally among friends to illustrate division,
making the concept tangible and easy to understand.

Are there tricks to help kids remember multiplication
tables?
Yes, using songs, rhymes, or visual aids like multiplication charts can help kids memorize
multiplication tables more effectively.

How can kids use number patterns to solve math
problems?
Kids can look for repeating patterns or sequences in numbers to predict the next numbers
or solve problems more quickly.

What is an easy way to teach kids about even and odd
numbers?
Explain that even numbers can be divided into two equal groups without leftovers, while
odd numbers always have one leftover when divided by two.

Can using fingers help kids with math tricks?
Absolutely! Finger counting and finger multiplication tricks, especially for numbers like 9,
can help kids visualize and perform calculations more easily.



Additional Resources
1. Math Magic for Kids: Simple Tricks to Amaze and Learn
This book introduces children to fun and easy math tricks that make learning numbers
exciting. It covers addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division shortcuts through
playful activities. With colorful illustrations and step-by-step instructions, kids will build
confidence and enjoy math like never before.

2. Quick Math Tricks: Easy Ways to Add, Subtract, Multiply, and Divide
Perfect for young learners, this book offers simple strategies to solve math problems faster.
It includes mental math techniques and memory aids that help kids perform calculations
without a calculator. The tricks are designed to boost speed and accuracy while keeping
math engaging.

3. Number Ninjas: Fun Math Tricks for Kids
Number Ninjas teaches children how to become math wizards using creative tricks and
games. The book breaks down complex problems into manageable steps, making math less
intimidating. It encourages practice through puzzles and challenges that reinforce learning.

4. Math Tricks You Can Do in Your Head
This book focuses on mental math skills that kids can use anytime, anywhere. It reveals
clever shortcuts for common operations like doubling numbers, multiplying by 5, and
finding remainders. With plenty of examples and practice problems, children will sharpen
their numerical intuition.

5. Cool Math Tricks for Kids: Fun and Easy Ways to Calculate
Cool Math Tricks is filled with entertaining methods to simplify calculations and impress
friends and family. The book covers everything from quick addition hacks to multiplication
tips that reduce effort. Its lively tone and vibrant graphics make learning math a joyful
experience.

6. Super Simple Math Tricks for Kids
Designed for beginners, this book offers straightforward tricks that help kids grasp basic
math concepts faster. It emphasizes understanding over memorization, using visual aids
and relatable scenarios. The tricks are practical for schoolwork and everyday situations.

7. The Amazing World of Math Tricks
Explore a variety of math tricks that reveal the magic behind numbers in this engaging
book. It includes fascinating patterns, shortcuts, and fun facts that inspire curiosity.
Children will enjoy discovering how math applies to the world around them.

8. Fast and Fun Math Tricks for Kids
This book combines speed and enjoyment in learning math tricks that improve calculation
efficiency. It presents techniques for mental math that are easy to remember and apply.
Interactive exercises keep kids motivated and eager to practice their new skills.

9. Math Tricksters: Clever Ways to Make Math Easy
Math Tricksters introduces kids to clever and unconventional methods to tackle math
problems. The book encourages creative thinking and problem-solving through interesting
tricks and challenges. It's a great resource for making math approachable and fun for all
skill levels.
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