sinners in the hands of an angry god
worksheet

sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet serves as an essential educational tool designed
to deepen understanding of Jonathan Edwards' famous sermon from the Great Awakening era. This
worksheet aims to engage students and readers with critical analysis, comprehension questions, and
thematic explorations related to the sermon’s vivid imagery and theological arguments. By
incorporating a sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet into study sessions, educators can
facilitate meaningful discussions on Puritan beliefs, divine wrath, and human depravity. This article
will explore the purpose, structure, and benefits of such a worksheet, highlighting how it enhances
literary and historical appreciation. Additionally, practical tips for creating or using sinners in the
hands of an angry god worksheets will be provided to maximize their educational impact.
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Purpose and Importance of a Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God Worksheet

A sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet is primarily designed to help students and readers
engage deeply with one of the most powerful sermons in American religious history. Jonathan
Edwards’ sermon, delivered in 1741, employs intense imagery and theological concepts to evoke the
precariousness of human existence under divine judgment. The worksheet facilitates comprehension
by breaking down complex ideas into manageable questions and prompts. It also encourages critical
thinking about the sermon's themes such as sin, salvation, and divine wrath.

Moreover, this type of worksheet emphasizes the historical context of the Great Awakening, allowing
learners to connect Edwards’ message to the broader religious revival movement. It plays a vital role
in helping students interpret archaic language and recognize rhetorical devices like metaphor,
simile, and repetition that Edwards uses effectively. In summary, the sinners in the hands of an
angry god worksheet transforms a challenging text into an accessible learning experience.



Key Components of an Effective Worksheet

An effective sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet typically consists of several core
elements aimed at comprehensive learning. Each component is tailored to encourage analysis,
reflection, and synthesis of the sermon's content and significance.

Comprehension Questions

These questions assess students’ understanding of the sermon's main ideas, vocabulary, and specific
passages. They often include:

e Identifying the central theme of the sermon

e Explaining metaphors such as the “loathsome insect” or “great waters that are dammed for
the present”

e Clarifying the speaker’s warnings about sin and judgment

Vocabulary and Language Analysis

This section focuses on archaic or difficult words and phrases used by Edwards, helping students
grasp the sermon's tone and emotional impact. It may include matching exercises or requests to
define terms in modern language.

Thematic Exploration

Prompts encourage students to reflect on broader themes such as divine justice, human depravity,
and the possibility of salvation. These questions deepen critical thinking and allow learners to
connect the sermon to contemporary issues or personal beliefs.

Historical Context Questions

Understanding the Great Awakening and Puritan theology is crucial for interpreting the sermon
accurately. These questions provide background knowledge and ask students to consider the
sermon’s influence on American religious history.



Creative and Analytical Exercises

Some worksheets include essay prompts, persuasive writing assignments, or creative responses such
as rewriting the sermon’s message in modern terms. These activities encourage active engagement
and personal connection.

Analyzing Jonathan Edwards’ Sermon Through the
Worksheet

The sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet serves as a guide for dissecting the sermon's
complex structure and powerful rhetoric. Jonathan Edwards uses vivid imagery and emotional
appeals to instill fear and urgency in his audience, emphasizing the precariousness of human life
under the threat of divine wrath.

Imagery and Symbolism

The worksheet helps students identify and interpret key images such as the “bow of God’s wrath”
and the “black clouds of divine wrath.” These metaphors symbolize the imminent danger of
damnation and the fragile state of sinners’ lives. Understanding these images is crucial for grasping
the sermon's persuasive force.

Rhetorical Strategies

Students analyze Edwards’ use of repetition, parallelism, and direct address to create a compelling
and urgent tone. The worksheet prompts learners to explore how these devices contribute to the
sermon's emotional impact and effectiveness in conveying its message.

Theological Concepts

The worksheet guides students through the Puritan worldview expressed in the sermon, including
concepts such as total depravity, predestination, and the necessity of repentance. This theological
framework is essential for interpreting the sermon's warnings and appeals.

Benefits of Using the Worksheet in the Classroom

Implementing a sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet offers numerous educational
advantages. It supports differentiated learning, allowing students to engage with the text at varied



depths depending on their skills and interests.

¢ Enhances Comprehension: Breaking down complex language and ideas increases
accessibility.

¢ Encourages Critical Thinking: Analytical questions foster deeper understanding beyond
surface-level reading.

e Supports Vocabulary Development: Focused exercises improve language skills.

¢ Promotes Historical Awareness: Contextual questions situate the sermon within its cultural
and religious milieu.

e Facilitates Discussion: The worksheet’s prompts spark meaningful classroom conversations
about morality, religion, and human nature.

Teachers benefit from a structured tool that can be adapted to different educational objectives,
whether literary analysis, history, or theology-focused lessons.

Creating a Customized Worksheet: Tips and Best
Practices

Designing an effective sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet requires careful consideration
of the target audience and learning goals. Customization ensures the worksheet meets specific
educational needs while maintaining engagement and rigor.

Align With Curriculum Objectives

Identify the key skills and knowledge areas to emphasize, such as literary analysis, historical
context, or theological understanding. This alignment ensures that the worksheet complements
broader instructional goals.

Incorporate Varied Question Types

Use a mix of multiple-choice, short answer, essay prompts, and creative tasks to address different
learning styles and maintain student interest. Variety also encourages diverse forms of critical
thinking.



Include Answer Keys and Explanations

Providing detailed answers or guidance supports self-assessment and helps educators streamline
grading. Explanations clarify complex concepts and reinforce learning.

Use Clear, Concise Language

Ensure questions and instructions are straightforward to avoid confusion, especially given the
sermon's archaic language. Simplifying the worksheet language increases accessibility without
diluting content.

Encourage Discussion and Reflection

Incorporate prompts that invite personal reflection or group dialogue to deepen engagement and
foster a richer understanding of the sermon's enduring relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God"?

The main theme is the idea of God's wrath and the precarious position of sinners who are in danger
of eternal damnation unless they repent.

Who was the author of 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
and when was it delivered?

The sermon was written and delivered by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 during the Great Awakening.

What literary devices are commonly used in '‘Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God'?

Jonathan Edwards uses vivid imagery, metaphors, similes, and repetition to evoke fear and urgency
in his sermon.

What is the purpose of the worksheet on 'Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God'?

The worksheet is designed to help students analyze the text, understand its themes, rhetorical
devices, and historical context.



How does Jonathan Edwards describe the fate of sinners in the
sermon?

Edwards describes sinners as being like spiders held over a fire, emphasizing that they are
constantly at risk of falling into eternal punishment if they do not repent.

What is the significance of the Great Awakening in relation to
'‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?

The sermon was a key preaching piece during the Great Awakening, a religious revival that
emphasized personal salvation and emotional connection to faith.

What kind of questions are typically included in a '‘Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God' worksheet?

Questions often focus on identifying literary devices, interpreting metaphors, understanding the
historical context, and analyzing the sermon's persuasive techniques.

How can students best approach answering the questions on
the worksheet?

Students should carefully read the sermon, take notes on key passages, identify rhetorical
strategies, and consider the historical and religious background to provide thorough answers.

Additional Resources

1. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards

This classic sermon, delivered during the Great Awakening, is a powerful piece of religious rhetoric
emphasizing the wrath of God and the precarious state of sinners. Edwards uses vivid imagery to
warn listeners of the dangers of sin and the need for immediate repentance. The work is often
studied for its intense emotional appeal and theological insights into Puritan beliefs.

2. The Great Awakening: Religion and the American Revolution by Thomas S. Kidd

This book explores the religious revival known as the Great Awakening, during which Jonathan
Edwards preached sermons like "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." It provides historical
context for Edwards' message and examines how the movement influenced American society and
politics. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of the religious fervor and its lasting impact.

3. Fire and Ice: The Puritan Mind and the American Experience by Edmund S. Morgan

Morgan delves into the Puritan worldview that shaped sermons such as Edwards'. The book explains
the theological foundations behind the vivid imagery of fire, wrath, and damnation. It also discusses
how Puritan beliefs influenced early American culture, law, and ideology.

4. Jonathan Edwards: A Life by George M. Marsden

This biography provides an in-depth look at the life and work of Jonathan Edwards, including his
famous sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." Marsden explores Edwards' theological
development, personal struggles, and his role in the Great Awakening. The book offers valuable



insights into the man behind the fiery rhetoric.

5. The Language of Fire: Rhetoric in Jonathan Edwards' Sermons by David D. Hall

Focusing on Edwards' use of language, this book analyzes the rhetorical strategies in "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God." It examines how Edwards crafted his sermon to provoke fear, repentance,
and spiritual awakening. The work is useful for understanding the power of persuasion in religious
discourse.

6. Puritan Sermons and the Shaping of American Culture by Sacvan Bercovitch

This volume looks at the broader tradition of Puritan sermons, including Edwards' famous work, to
understand their role in shaping early American identity. It discusses themes of sin, judgment, and
redemption, emphasizing the cultural and social functions of such sermons. Readers gain a
perspective on how religious ideas influenced American values.

7. Heaven and Hell in Puritan Thought by Perry Miller

Miller explores Puritan conceptions of the afterlife, particularly the stark contrasts between
salvation and damnation depicted in sermons like Edwards’. The book sheds light on how these
beliefs motivated Puritan behavior and community standards. It also contextualizes the theological
urgency found in "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God."

8. Religious Terrorism and the Puritan Mind by Mark A. Noll

This book examines the intense fear of divine punishment that characterized Puritan sermons and
how such fear served as a mechanism for social control. It addresses the psychological and
communal effects of sermons like Edwards’. Through this lens, readers can understand the complex
relationship between religion and authority in Puritan society.

9. Revival and Reform: The Great Awakening and Its Legacy by Sydney E. Ahlstrom

Ahlstrom’s work traces the history of the Great Awakening, highlighting its religious, social, and
political consequences. The book discusses the role of fiery sermons such as "Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God" in sparking revivalist fervor. It also explores how this movement paved the way for
changes in American religious practice and thought.
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