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Skarbrand, the Exiled One, is a powerful and formidable character in the realm of Total War:
Warhammer Ill, particularly in the Immortal Empires campaign. As a Greater Daemon of
Khorne, Skarbrand is known for his immense strength, aggressive playstyle, and ability to
dominate the battlefield with sheer brutality. This guide will delve into the intricacies of
playing as Skarbrand, providing valuable insights into his mechanics, strategies, and tips
for mastering the Immortal Empires campaign.

Understanding Skarbrand's Abilities and Traits

Skarbrand comes equipped with unique abilities and traits that reflect his role as a Daemon
of Khorne. Understanding these elements is crucial for players looking to maximize their
effectiveness on the battlefield.

Key Traits

- Bloodthirsty: Skarbrand’s relentless pursuit of bloodshed makes him a formidable
opponent in melee combat. His damage output is significantly increased when fighting
against enemies in close quarters.

- Wrath of Khorne: This trait enhances his effectiveness when he is in combat, allowing him
to gain bonuses for each enemy he kills. This not only increases his damage but also boosts
his leadership, making him a more challenging enemy to face.

Unique Abilities

- Rage of Khorne: This ability temporarily increases his speed and attack rate, allowing
Skarbrand to close the distance between him and enemy units quickly. It’s particularly
useful for flanking maneuvers or chasing down routing units.

- Slaughterer’s Call: Skarbrand can summon Khorne units to the battlefield, turning the tide
of battle in his favor. Knowing when to use this ability is key to overwhelming your
opponents.

Building Your Army

Skarbrand’s army composition should revolve around aggressive melee units, supported by
ranged units and powerful spellcasters. The following outlines considerations for building an
effective army.



Core Units

1. Bloodletters of Khorne: These troops are the backbone of Skarbrand’s army. They are
fast, strong in melee combat, and can hold their own against most units.

2. Khorne Warriors: Heavier infantry that can absorb damage while dishing out punishment.
They are excellent for frontline engagements.

3. Flesh Hounds: Fast-moving cavalry that can harass enemy ranged units and flank
vulnerable targets.

Support Units

- Skull Cannons: These units provide long-range artillery support, allowing you to soften
enemy formations before you engage in melee.

- Demon Princes: Consider bringing a Demon Prince for versatility, as they can be
customized to suit various roles in your army.

Magic and Leadership

While Skarbrand is primarily a melee powerhouse, having a spellcaster can greatly enhance
your army's effectiveness. Consider including:

- Khorne Sorcerers: They can cast spells that boost your units or debilitate your enemies.
Spells that increase your army's speed or damage can be particularly beneficial.

- Lord Characters: Pairing Skarbrand with a strong leadership character can help maintain
morale during tough battles.

Campaign Strategy

The Immortal Empires campaign with Skarbrand requires careful planning, resource
management, and strategic expansion. Here are several strategies to consider.

Early Game Strategy

1. Focus on Expansion: Start by conquering nearby settlements to bolster your resources.
Skarbrand’s playstyle is aggressive, so aim to overwhelm weaker foes quickly.

2. Utilize Raiding: Raiding settlements can provide additional income and damage enemy
infrastructure, slowing their recovery.

3. Secure Key Locations: Prioritize regions that provide valuable resources or are
strategically important for your expansion.



Mid to Late Game Strategy

- Consolidate Power: By the mid-game, ensure that you have a strong economy and a well-
rounded army. This is the time to solidify your power base and prepare for major
confrontations.

- Form Alliances Wisely: While Skarbrand is a force of chaos, forming temporary alliances
can provide breathing room against powerful enemies while you build up your strength.

- Focus on Research: Invest in research that enhances your units and provides bonuses to
Skarbrand. This will help maintain your edge in battles.

Combat Tactics

Winning battles as Skarbrand relies on effective tactics that leverage his unique strengths.
Here are some combat tactics to keep in mind.

Engagement Tactics

- Frontline Assaults: Skarbrand excels in head-on confrontations. Use your heavier units to
engage enemy frontlines while Skarbrand and fast-moving units flank from the sides.

- Target Priority: Focus on eliminating enemy spellcasters and ranged units first. They can
significantly diminish your effectiveness before you reach their frontline.

Using Terrain to Your Advantage

- High Ground: If possible, position your forces on elevated terrain to gain a tactical
advantage. This can enhance your ranged units' effectiveness.

- Choke Points: Utilize narrow passes or chokepoints to funnel enemy forces. This allows
your infantry to hold the line while Skarbrand wreaks havoc behind enemy lines.

Endgame Considerations

As you progress towards the endgame, several important factors will come into play.

Dealing with Major Factions

- Know Your Enemies: Familiarize yourself with major factions and their strengths. Prepare
specific counters to their units and strategies.

- Maintain Pressure: Keep the pressure on your opponents. Do not allow them to recover or
regroup, as this can lead to costly defeats.



Final Conquests

- Plan for Victory Conditions: Be aware of the victory conditions required for the campaign.
Adjust your strategy accordingly to ensure you meet these goals.

- Utilize Diplomacy: In the late game, diplomacy can be a game-changer. Consider
negotiating peace with weaker factions to focus your efforts on stronger enemies.

Conclusion

Playing as Skarbrand in the Immortal Empires campaign offers a unique and challenging
experience. His aggressive playstyle, coupled with powerful abilities and formidable units,
makes him a force to be reckoned with. By understanding his traits, building a well-rounded
army, and employing effective strategies, players can dominate the battlefield and emerge
victorious in their quest for conquest. Embrace the bloodshed, lead with fury, and let
Skarbrand carve his legacy in the annals of Warhammer history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Skarbrand's primary role in the Immortal
Empires campaign?

Skarbrand serves as a powerful melee combatant and a strong leader for the Khorne
faction, focusing on offense and brutality.

What unique mechanics are associated with playing
Skarbrand in Immortal Empires?

Skarbrand has unique rage mechanics that enhance his combat abilities and allow him to
unleash devastating attacks as he accumulates more rage.

What are the best starting strategies for Skarbrand in
Immortal Empires?

Focus on securing nearby provinces quickly, building up your forces, and prioritizing
aggression to capture enemy settlements early.

Which units complement Skarbrand's playstyle in
battles?

Units like Bloodletters, Bloodthirsters, and Khorne Daemon Engines work well with
Skarbrand, enhancing his melee capabilities and providing support.



How can players effectively manage Skarbrand's rage
during battles?

Players should engage enemies frequently to build rage, and utilize his abilities strategically
to maximize damage output and morale effects.

What are the key technologies to research when
playing Skarbrand?

Focus on technologies that boost melee attack, weapon strength, and unit replenishment to
maintain a strong offensive presence.

How does Skarbrand's campaign differ from other
factions in Immortal Empires?

Skarbrand's campaign emphasizes aggression and melee dominance, with fewer ranged
units and a strong focus on overwhelming enemy forces.

What are some effective army compositions for
Skarbrand?

An effective army composition includes a mix of frontline units like Chaos Warriors, fast
flanking units like Flesh Hounds, and powerful heroes.

What should players prioritize when expanding their
territory as Skarbrand?

Prioritize capturing provinces with resources and strategic locations, while ensuring to
eliminate rival factions quickly to maintain dominance.

How can players counter Skarbrand's strengths in
multiplayer matches?

To counter Skarbrand, players should utilize ranged units, mobility, and focus on
skirmishing tactics to avoid direct confrontations with his powerful melee forces.
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