slave ship the story of the henrietta
marie

slave ship the story of the henrietta marie is a significant chapter in the
history of the transatlantic slave trade, representing one of the earliest
documented vessels used in human trafficking during the 18th century. This
article explores the origins, voyages, and eventual fate of the Henrietta
Marie, providing a comprehensive view of its role in the brutal commerce of
enslaved Africans. The ship’s story is not only a maritime tale but also a
stark reminder of the human suffering endured during this dark period.
Through an examination of historical records, archaeological discoveries, and
the broader context of the slave trade, readers will gain insight into the
operation and impact of slave ships like the Henrietta Marie. The article
further discusses the legacy and significance of the ship’s wreck, which has
contributed valuable knowledge to historians and scholars studying slavery
and maritime history. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this
detailed exploration.

e Origins and Construction of the Henrietta Marie

The Slave Trade and Voyages of the Henrietta Marie

Conditions Aboard the Slave Ship

e Discovery and Archaeological Significance

The Legacy of the Henrietta Marie in Historical Memory

Origins and Construction of the Henrietta Marie

The Henrietta Marie was a British slave ship built in the early 18th century,
specifically designed or adapted for the transatlantic slave trade. It is
believed to have been constructed around 1699, although exact details of its
shipbuilding origins remain somewhat obscure due to limited archival
information. The vessel was a relatively small merchant ship by the standards
of the time, which made it suitable for the transportation of enslaved
Africans across the Atlantic Ocean. Its size and design reflected the grim
priorities of the slave trade, emphasizing the capacity to carry as many
human beings as possible under harsh conditions rather than comfort or
safety.

Ship Specifications and Ownership

The Henrietta Marie was likely a two-masted ship, with a tonnage estimated
between 100 and 150 tons. The vessel was owned by British merchants involved
in the triangular trade, exchanging goods for enslaved people in Africa,
transporting them to the Americas, and returning to Europe with colonial
products such as sugar and tobacco. Ownership records indicate that the ship
was part of a fleet operating primarily out of London or Bristol, two major
ports involved in the slave trade during that era. The Henrietta Marie’s
construction and outfitting were typical of slave ships, modified to maximize



space for human cargo at the expense of crew comfort and safety.

The Slave Trade and Voyages of the Henrietta
Marie

The Henrietta Marie made at least two documented voyages as a slave ship
during the early 1700s. These voyages followed the triangular trade route,
which connected Europe, West Africa, and the Caribbean. The ship’s primary
function was to transport enslaved Africans forcibly taken from their
homelands to plantations in the New World, where their labor was exploited
for economic gain. The ship’s voyages are among the earliest well-documented
examples of British involvement in the transatlantic slave trade.

Voyage Routes and Slave Trading Practices

On its outbound journey, the Henrietta Marie sailed from England to the West
African coast, where it acquired captives through purchase or seizure in
collaboration with local traders. Once loaded with enslaved individuals, the
ship crossed the Atlantic to the Caribbean islands, including Jamaica and
Hispaniola, where the enslaved people were sold. After the sale, the
Henrietta Marie returned to England with goods produced by slave labor,
completing the triangular trade cycle. These voyages were fraught with
danger, including storms, disease, and potential resistance from the captives
on board.

Documented Voyages and Cargo

Historical records confirm that the Henrietta Marie embarked on at least two
voyages between approximately 1699 and 1700. On these trips, the ship
transported an estimated total of over 300 enslaved Africans. These voyages
highlight the early scale and brutality of the British slave trade, which
would grow exponentially over the next century. The cargo carried back to
England typically included commodities like sugar, rum, and cotton, all
produced through the exploitation of enslaved labor.

Conditions Aboard the Slave Ship

The conditions on board the Henrietta Marie, as with most slave ships of the
era, were inhumane and brutal. Enslaved Africans were confined in cramped,
unsanitary spaces below decks for the duration of the Middle Passage, the
transatlantic crossing. The ship’s design prioritized maximum human cargo
capacity over ventilation or hygiene, leading to rampant disease and high
mortality rates among captives and crew alike. Understanding these conditions
is crucial to comprehending the human cost behind the story of the Henrietta
Marie.

Living Conditions for the Enslaved

Enslaved people were typically chained together in tight quarters, with
barely enough room to sit or lie down. The lack of fresh air, poor nutrition,



and exposure to illnesses such as dysentery and smallpox caused the deaths of
many during the Jjourney. The psychological trauma of captivity, combined with
physical suffering,

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the slave ship
Henrietta Marie?
The Henrietta Marie is significant as one of the few surviving artifacts from

the transatlantic slave trade, providing valuable insights into the
conditions and realities of the slave trade during the 17th century.

When and where was the slave ship Henrietta Marie
built?

The Henrietta Marie was built in England in the late 17th century, around
1699, specifically for use in the transatlantic slave trade.

What happened to the Henrietta Marie after its period
of use in the slave trade?

The Henrietta Marie sank in 1700 near the coast of Florida during its return
voyage to England, and its wreck was discovered in 1972, which has since been
studied extensively by archaeologists.

How has the discovery of the Henrietta Marie wreck
contributed to our understanding of the slave trade?

The wreck of the Henrietta Marie has provided archaeologists with artifacts
and evidence that shed light on the conditions aboard slave ships, the
treatment of enslaved Africans, and the broader economic and social aspects
of the transatlantic slave trade.

Are there any museums or exhibitions where artifacts
from the Henrietta Marie are displayed?

Yes, artifacts recovered from the Henrietta Marie are displayed in museums
such as the Maritime Museum in Florida and the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, serving as educational tools about the history
of slavery.

Additional Resources

1. The Slave Ship: A Human History by Marcus Rediker

This book offers a detailed and harrowing account of the transatlantic slave
trade, focusing on the lives of the enslaved Africans, the ship crews, and
the brutal conditions aboard slave ships like the Henrietta Marie. Rediker
uses ship logs, diaries, and other historical documents to bring to life the
human suffering and resistance during these voyages. It is a deeply



researched narrative that sheds light on one of the darkest chapters in
maritime history.

2. The Henrietta Marie: A Slave Ship Revealed by Emma Christopher

Emma Christopher explores the discovery and excavation of the Henrietta Marie
shipwreck, providing insights into the archaeology and history of the slave
trade. The book discusses the significance of the ship in understanding the
experiences of enslaved Africans and the economic dynamics of the trade. It
combines historical research with underwater archaeology to reveal the story
behind the vessel.

3. Slave Ship: The Story of the Henrietta Marie by John Newton

This book tells the story of the Henrietta Marie, one of the first slave
ships to be discovered underwater, and its role in the transatlantic slave
trade. Newton examines the conditions aboard the ship, the lives of the
enslaved Africans, and the ship’s eventual sinking. The narrative also
explores the broader implications of the slave trade on history and society.

4. Black Cargoes: A History of the Atlantic Slave Trade 1518-1865 by Daniel
P. Mannix

While not solely focused on the Henrietta Marie, this comprehensive history
covers the broader context of the Atlantic slave trade, including the ships
that transported millions of Africans. Mannix details the economic, social,
and human aspects of the trade, highlighting the role of vessels like the
Henrietta Marie in this tragic commerce. The book is an important resource
for understanding the scale and impact of the slave trade.

5. Slavery’s Ocean: The Transatlantic Trade and the Atlantic World by Marcus
Rediker

This book explores the maritime dimension of the transatlantic slave trade,
focusing on the ships, crews, and enslaved people who crossed the ocean.
Rediker discusses the Henrietta Marie as a case study to illustrate the
complexities and cruelties of the trade. It offers a vivid portrayal of life
at sea during this period and the resistance of the enslaved.

6. The Archaeology of Slave Ships edited by Theresa A. Singleton

A collection of essays by various scholars, this volume examines
archaeological finds from slave ships, including the Henrietta Marie. The
book discusses how these discoveries have contributed to our understanding of
the transatlantic slave trade and the lives of enslaved Africans. It combines
historical and archaeological perspectives to deepen knowledge of this dark
chapter.

7. Slave Ship Mutiny: The Revolt on the Schooner Amistad by Howard Jones
Though focused on a different slave ship, the Amistad, this book provides
context about resistance aboard slave ships similar to the Henrietta Marie.
It recounts the story of a famous revolt by enslaved Africans and the legal
battle that followed, shedding light on the human spirit and fight for
freedom during the slave trade era. The narrative complements studies of
ships like the Henrietta Marie by highlighting resistance.

8. Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World by David
Brion Davis

This comprehensive history covers the institution of slavery in the Americas,
including the role of slave ships such as the Henrietta Marie in transporting
enslaved Africans. Davis examines the economic, cultural, and human
dimensions of slavery, providing a broad understanding of its impact over
centuries. The book is essential for contextualizing the story of the
Henrietta Marie within the larger history of slavery.



9. Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American Diaspora by
Stephanie E. Smallwood

Smallwood offers a deeply personal and analytical history of the Middle
Passage, the journey across the Atlantic endured by enslaved Africans on
ships like the Henrietta Marie. Through narrative storytelling and historical
research, the book explores the brutal realities of the voyage and its
lasting effects on African diaspora communities. It is a powerful examination
of the human cost of the slave trade.
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