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Slayer's "Reign in Blood" Album: A Milestone in Heavy Metal History

"Reign in Blood" is an iconic album that not only defined Slayer's career but
also significantly influenced the genre of heavy metal itself. Released on
October 7, 1986, this album is often regarded as one of the greatest thrash
metal albums of all time. With its aggressive sound, intense themes, and
unrivaled musicianship, "Reign in Blood" cemented Slayer's position as one of
the "Big Four" of thrash metal alongside Metallica, Megadeth, and Anthrax.
This article delves deep into the album's creation, themes, impact, and
legacy, providing an in-depth understanding of what makes "Reign in Blood" a
monumental work in heavy metal history.

Background of Slayer

Slayer was formed in 1981 in Huntington Park, California, by guitarist Jeff
Hanneman, guitarist Kerry King, bassist and vocalist Tom Araya, and drummer
Dave Lombardo. The band quickly became known for their aggressive sound and
dark lyrical themes. Their previous albums, "Show No Mercy" (1983) and "Hell
Awaits" (1985), laid the groundwork for their musical style, but it was
"Reign in Blood" that would elevate them to international fame.

The Recording Process

The recording of "Reign in Blood" was a frantic and intense experience for
the band. Here are some key aspects of the recording process:

1. Producer: Slayer enlisted producer Rick Rubin, who was known for his work
with the Beastie Boys and Run-D.M.C., to help them craft a sound that was
both raw and polished. Rubin's influence played a crucial role in shaping the
album's final product.

2. Time Constraints: The album was recorded in a remarkably short amount of
time—just over a week. This urgency contributed to the raw energy and
frenetic pace that characterizes the album.

3. Studio: The recording took place at the Village Recorder in Los Angeles,
California. The studio's environment allowed for a focused and intense
recording session.

4. Musical Style: Slayer continued to develop their signature sound, blending
speed metal with elements of hardcore punk. The album features fast tempos,
intricate guitar solos, and relentless drumming, which became hallmarks of
the thrash metal genre.



Album Artwork

The cover art of "Reign in Blood" is as iconic as the music itself. Designed
by artist Larry Carroll, the artwork features a striking image of a figure
surrounded by a blood-red background. The imagery has often been interpreted
as a representation of death and violence, resonating with the album's
themes.

Track Listing and Analysis

"Reign in Blood" consists of 10 tracks, each contributing to the album's
overall narrative and thematic impact. Below is a list of the tracks and a
brief analysis of each:

1. Angel of Death: The opening track, "Angel of Death," is a harrowing
recounting of the atrocities committed by Dr. Josef Mengele during the
Holocaust. Its fast-paced riffs and chilling lyrics set the tone for the
album.

2. Piece by Piece: This track dives into the themes of dismemberment and
brutality. The relentless tempo and aggressive guitar work exemplify Slayer's
style.

3. Necrophobic: A song that explores themes of fear and death, "Necrophobic"
features intense guitar solos and rapid-fire drumming.

4. Altar of Sacrifice: This track showcases a more complex structure,
blending slower, heavier sections with chaotic aggression, reflecting the
duality of sacrifice and violence.

5. Jesus Saves: A provocative song that critiques religious fanaticism. The
lyrics invite listeners to question organized religion's role in violence.

6. Criminally Insane: This track delves into the mind of a psychopath. Its
relentless pace mirrors the insanity depicted in the lyrics.

7. Dead Skin Mask: Inspired by the infamous serial killer Ed Gein, "Dead Skin
Mask" features haunting melodies and a more melodic approach compared to
other tracks.

8. Hallowed Point: A song characterized by its rapid-fire riffing and
aggressive lyrics, further emphasizing the album's themes of violence and
death.

9. At Dawn They Sleep: With a slower, more haunting intro, this track builds
intensity, exploring themes of despair and darkness.

10. Raining Blood: The album's finale, "Raining Blood," is perhaps Slayer's



most famous song. Its ominous opening and powerful riffs have made it a
staple in the heavy metal genre.

Thematic Depth

The themes explored in "Reign in Blood" are as intense as the music itself.
Slayer does not shy away from dark subject matter, which has both attracted
and repelled listeners. Key themes include:

- Violence and Death: Many tracks focus on graphic depictions of violence,
whether through historical references or fictional narratives.

- Religion and Criticism: Songs like "Jesus Saves" challenge organized
religion, using provocative imagery to critique its role in societal
violence.

- Psychological Horror: The album delves into the minds of killers and the
macabre, exploring what drives individuals to commit heinous acts.

Impact and Legacy

"Reign in Blood" had an undeniable impact on the heavy metal genre and
continues to resonate with fans and musicians alike. Here are some ways it
shaped the landscape:

1. Defining Thrash Metal: The album is often credited with defining the
thrash metal sound, influencing countless bands that followed.

2. Cultural Influence: The album's themes have sparked discussions about
violence, morality, and the darker aspects of human nature, contributing to
its cultural significance.

3. Live Performances: "Reign in Blood" has become a cornerstone of Slayer's
live performances, with tracks like "Raining Blood" becoming anthems in the
metal community.

4, Critical Acclaim: The album has received numerous accolades over the

years, frequently appearing on lists of the greatest albums of all time,
solidifying its status in music history.

Conclusion

"Reign in Blood" remains a monumental achievement in the realm of heavy
metal, capturing the raw energy and dark themes that define Slayer's music.



Its impact on the genre is immeasurable, influencing generations of musicians
and fans. As Slayer continues to tour and perform, the legacy of "Reign in
Blood" endures, a testament to the power of music to provoke thought, evoke
emotion, and unite a community. For anyone looking to understand the essence
of thrash metal and its place in heavy music history, "Reign in Blood" is an
essential listen that continues to resonate decades after its release.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Slayer's 'Reign in Blood' album
released?

'Reign in Blood' was released on October 7, 1986.

Who produced Slayer's 'Reign in Blood'?
The album was produced by Rick Rubin.

What is the significance of 'Reign in Blood' in the
thrash metal genre?

It is often considered one of the most influential thrash metal albums, known
for its speed, aggression, and lyrical themes.

Which song from 'Reign in Blood' is often cited as
Slayer's most iconic track?

'Angel of Death' is often regarded as one of Slayer's most iconic tracks.

How long is the total runtime of 'Reign in Blood'?

The total runtime of the album is approximately 28 minutes.

What themes are explored in the lyrics of 'Reign in
Blood'?

The album explores dark themes such as death, war, and violence.

Has 'Reign in Blood' received any notable accolades
since its release?

Yes, it has been included in numerous 'greatest albums of all time' lists and
is widely praised by critics and fans alike.



What impact did 'Reign in Blood' have on future
metal bands?

It set a new standard for speed and aggression in metal, influencing
countless bands in the extreme metal genres.
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