small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co

Small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co represent a fascinating chapter in American
architectural history. During the 1920s, many families were drawn to the promise of homeownership, and
Sears, Roebuck and Co. played a pivotal role in making that dream a reality. Offering a wide range of
prefabricated homes, known as kit homes, Sears revolutionized the housing market and provided accessible,
affordable options for the average American. This article explores the small houses of the twenties from

Sears Roebuck and Co., examining their design, features, impact on American culture, and legacy.

Introduction to Sears Roebuck and Co.

Founded in 1886, Sears, Roebuck and Co. began as a mail-order catalog company selling everything from
clothing to tools. By the early 20th century, the company recognized a growing demand for affordable
housing and ventured into the prefabricated home market. This innovative approach allowed customers to
select a home design from a catalog and have the entire package shipped to their location, where they could

assemble it with relative ease.

The Rise of Kit Homes

The 1920s marked a significant turning point in American society, characterized by economic prosperity
and a booming population. The demand for housing surged as returning World War I veterans sought to
establish families and settle down. Sears responded to this demand by launching a line of kit homes, which

offered several advantages:

Affordability

- Cost-effective options: The prices of Sears kit homes ranged from around $1,000 to $5,000, making them
accessible to middle-class families.
- No hidden costs: Homebuyers appreciated the transparency of purchasing a kit home, as the price

included all materials necessary for construction.

Convenience

- Easy assembly: Sears homes came with detailed instructions, allowing buyers to construct their homes

without needing extensive building expertise.



- Time-saving: The pre-cut materials reduced construction time, enabling families to move in more quickly

than traditional building methods.

Variety

- Diverse designs: Sears offered over 400 different home designs, ranging from bungalows and cottages to
larger two-story homes.
- Customization: Buyers could select various styles, layouts, and finishes, allowing them to personalize their

homes to some extent.

Popular Designs of the 1920s

Sears offered a wide range of house designs in the 1920s, each reflecting the architectural trends of the

time. Some of the most popular small houses included:

The Sears Modern Home No. 101

- Style: Bungalow
- Size: Approximately 1,000 square feet
- Features: Two bedrooms, a large living room with a fireplace, and an inviting front porch. The design

emphasized simplicity and functionality, making it ideal for smaller families.

The Sears Alhambra

- Style: Spanish Revival
- Size: Approximately 1,200 square feet
- Features: Characterized by its stucco exterior, tile roof, and arched doorways, the Alhambra exuded charm

and warmth. It included a spacious living room, dining room, and two bedrooms.

The Sears Crescent

- Style: Colonial Revival
- Size: Approximately 1,200 square feet
- Features: This home featured a symmetrical facade, a centrally located front door, and a large porch. The

interior layout included an open living area and two or three bedrooms, making it suitable for growing



families.

Impact on American Culture

The small houses of the twenties from Sears Roebuck and Co. had a significant impact on American culture

and the housing market. Here are some of the key influences:

Promoting Homeownership

- Accessibility: The affordability of Sears kit homes made homeownership attainable for many families who
otherwise could not afford traditional homes.
- Post-war housing boom: As the country transitioned after World War I, these homes provided a practical

solution to the housing shortage, allowing families to settle in suburban areas.

Shaping Suburban Development

- Suburban expansion: The rise of Sears homes contributed to the growth of suburban communities as
families moved away from crowded urban areas.
- Standardization of housing: The kit home model introduced a level of standardization in American

housing, influencing the development of future suburban neighborhoods.

Architectural Trends

- Diverse styles: The variety of designs offered by Sears reflected changing architectural trends and
preferences in American society, from bungalows to Colonial Revival homes.

- Incorporation of modern amenities: Many of the small houses of the twenties featured modern
conveniences, such as indoor plumbing and electric lighting, which were becoming increasingly popular

among homeowners.

Legacy of Sears Kit Homes

The legacy of small houses from Sears Roebuck and Co. continues to resonate today. Thousands of these
homes still stand as a testament to the innovative spirit of the 1920s. Key points regarding their legacy

include:



Preservation Efforts

- Historical significance: Many Sears kit homes have been recognized for their architectural and cultural
importance, leading to preservation efforts in various communities.
- Restoration projects: Homeowners and historical societies often undertake restoration projects to maintain

the integrity of these homes, ensuring their place in history.

Continued Popularity of Prefabricated Homes

- Modern advancements: The concept of prefabricated homes has evolved significantly since the 1920s,
with modern designs offering greater energy efficiency and sustainability.
- Increased interest: The resurgence of interest in tiny homes and affordable housing solutions has brought

renewed attention to the principles that guided Sears kit homes.

Conclusion

The small houses of the twenties from Sears Roebuck and Co. represent a unique intersection of
architecture, culture, and innovation. By making homeownership accessible to the average American, Sears
transformed the housing landscape and contributed to the suburbanization of the United States. The
enduring legacy of these kit homes serves as a reminder of a pivotal time in American history, one that
shaped the dreams and aspirations of countless families. As we look to the future, the principles of
affordability, convenience, and variety that defined these homes continue to influence modern housing

solutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the small houses of the twenties offered by Sears Roebuck
and Co.?

Sears Roebuck and Co. offered a catalog of pre-designed home kits in the 1920s, known as the 'Sears Modern
Homes' line, which included small houses that could be ordered and shipped directly to customers for

assembly.

How did Sears Roebuck and Co. revolutionize home buying in the 1920s?

Sears Roebuck and Co. revolutionized home buying by allowing customers to purchase entire homes

through a mail-order catalog, providing detailed blueprints and materials for assembly, which made



homeownership more accessible.

What types of small houses were popular in the Sears catalog during the
1920s?

Popular small houses in the Sears catalog during the 1920s included bungalows, cottages, and two-story

homes, often featuring Craftsman-style architecture with practical layouts for families.

What was the price range for small houses sold by Sears Roebuck and Co.
in the 1920s?

In the 1920s, small houses sold by Sears Roebuck and Co. typically ranged from around $1,000 to $6,000,

depending on size and design, making them affordable options for many Americans.

Are there any surviving examples of Sears Roebuck homes from the
1920s today?

Yes, many Sears Roebuck homes from the 1920s still exist today, with some being restored and recognized

as historic landmarks, showcasing the enduring appeal of these early mail-order homes.
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