snow treasure by marie mcswigan

Snow Treasure by Marie McSwigan is a compelling children’s novel that takes
readers on an exhilarating journey set against the backdrop of World War II.
Written in 1958, this timeless tale captures the bravery and ingenuity of a
group of Norwegian children as they navigate the challenges of Nazi
occupation. The gripping narrative, vivid characters, and underlying themes
of courage and friendship make "Snow Treasure" not only an engaging read for
children but also an enriching experience for adults.

Overview of Snow Treasure

"Snow Treasure" tells the story of a group of children living in a small
Norwegian town during the winter of 1940. As the Nazis occupy Norway, the
children devise a daring plan to save gold bullion that their country needs
to fight against the oppressors. The protagonist, a young boy named Peter,
takes the lead in this adventure as he and his friends face danger and
uncertainty while trying to transport the gold to safety.

The Storyline

The plot unfolds as the children learn about the impending threat of the
Nazis who are planning to seize the gold. With the help of their resourceful
parents, Peter and his friends come up with an ingenious plan to hide the
gold in the snow and transport it to a nearby fjord. The children use sleds
and their knowledge of the snowy terrain to overcome obstacles and evade
enemy soldiers.

Key Characters

The story is enriched by a cast of memorable characters who each play a
crucial role in the unfolding drama:

e Peter: The brave and determined protagonist who rallies his friends to
save the gold.

e Frithjof: Peter's loyal friend who contributes his strength and clever
ideas to the plan.

e Helga: A resourceful girl who proves that courage knows no gender.

e Peter's Mother: A guiding force who supports her son and instills values
of bravery and patriotism.



* The Nazi Soldiers: The antagonists that create tension and danger
throughout the story.

Thematic Elements

"Snow Treasure" explores several themes that resonate with readers of all
ages:

Courage and Bravery

The children’s willingness to risk their lives to protect their country’s
gold exemplifies true courage. They face their fears head-on, showcasing that
bravery is not the absence of fear but the determination to act in the face
of it.

Friendship and Teamwork

The bond among Peter and his friends is central to the story. Their ability
to work together and support one another highlights the importance of
friendship and collaboration in overcoming challenges.

Patriotism

The story imbues a sense of national pride and the significance of standing
up for one’s country. The actions of the children serve as a reminder of the
sacrifices made during wartime.

The Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "Snow Treasure" adds depth to the
reading experience. The novel is set during World War II, a period marked by
significant global conflict and the struggle for freedom against oppressive
regimes. Norway was invaded by Nazi Germany in 1940, and the story reflects
the resilience of the Norwegian people during this challenging time.

The Impact of the War on Children

The author, Marie McSwigan, captures how children were affected by the war.
They were often thrust into adult situations, forced to take on
responsibilities far beyond their years. The story illustrates how even in



the darkest times, children can find hope and strength.

Marie McSwigan’s Background

Marie McSwigan was an American author known for her children’s books that
often incorporated historical themes. Her writing aims to not only entertain
young readers but also educate them about significant historical events.
McSwigan'’s experiences and observations during her lifetime influenced her
narrative style and the stories she chose to tell.

Why Read Snow Treasure?

There are numerous reasons to introduce “Snow Treasure” to young readers:

Engaging Storytelling: The plot is fast-paced and filled with suspense,
making it difficult to put down.

e Educational Value: The book provides insight into World War II and the
experiences of children during that time.

e Life Lessons: The themes of courage, friendship, and patriotism are
timeless and relevant.

e Encourages Critical Thinking: Readers are prompted to think about the
moral dilemmas faced by the characters.

Conclusion

In summary, "Snow Treasure by Marie McSwigan" is a captivating novel that
offers both adventure and important life lessons. The story not only
entertains but also educates young readers about the courage displayed by
ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. As children navigate the
challenges of their own lives, the themes in "Snow Treasure" will resonate,
reminding them of the power of friendship, bravery, and standing up for what
is right.

Whether you are a parent, teacher, or a young reader, "Snow Treasure" is a
must-read that will inspire and ignite the imagination. It stands as a
testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the enduring quest for
freedom and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Snow Treasure' by Marie
McSwigan?

The main theme of 'Snow Treasure' is bravery and resourcefulness in the face
of adversity, as it tells the story of children working together to protect
their town during the Nazi occupation in World War II.

Who are the main characters in 'Snow Treasure'?

The main characters include Peter and his sister, Frith, who are Norwegian
children that play a crucial role in hiding their town's gold from the Nazis.

How does 'Snow Treasure' portray the impact of World
War II on children?

The book portrays the impact of World War II on children by showing how young
characters are forced to take on adult responsibilities and make significant
sacrifices to protect their families and community.

What role does teamwork play in 'Snow Treasure'?

Teamwork is essential in 'Snow Treasure' as the children collaborate with
each other and their families to devise clever strategies for hiding the gold
and outsmarting the occupying forces.

What historical context is provided in 'Snow
Treasure'?

The book is set in Norway during World War II, specifically focusing on the
Nazi occupation and the resistance efforts of local citizens, highlighting
both the dangers and the spirit of defiance.

How has 'Snow Treasure' been received by readers and
educators?

'Snow Treasure' is often praised for its engaging storytelling and
educational value, making it a popular choice in classrooms to discuss themes
of courage, history, and moral choices during wartime.
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