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Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin is a beautifully illustrated
children's picture book that tells the inspiring story of Wilson Bentley, a
man who dedicated his life to the study of snowflakes. Bentley's passion for
nature and his groundbreaking work in the field of photography have made him
a significant figure in both science and art. This article explores the
themes, illustrations, and educational value of the book, shedding light on
how it captures the essence of Bentley's life and contributions.

About the Author

Jacqueline Briggs Martin is a celebrated
children's author known for her ability to
weave educational themes into engaging
narratives. Her writing often focuses on
historical figures and events, making complex
subjects accessible to young readers. Martin's
storytelling prowess is evident in Snowflake
Bentley, where she combines factual elements
with lyrical prose to create a compelling
narrative that is both informative and
entertaining.

The Life of Wilson Bentley

The subject of Snowflake Bentley, Wilson
Bentley, was born in 1865 in Jericho, Vermont.



From a young age, he exhibited a keen interest
in nature, particularly in the intricacies of
snowflakes. Here are some key aspects of
Bentley's life:

1. Early Interest: Bentley was fascinated by
snow and spent countless hours observing
snowflakes as they fell. His curiosity about
their unique structures led him to seek ways to
capture their beauty.

2. Innovative Techniques: In the late 19th
century, Bentley developed a method for
photographing snowflakes using a microscope and
a camera. This groundbreaking technique allowed
him to capture the intricate details of each
snowflake, showcasing their individuality.

3. Publication of Work: Bentley's dedication
culminated in the publication of his
photographs in various scientific journals, as
well as in his book, "Snow Crystals," which
featured over 2,400 images of snowflakes.

4. Legacy: Bentley's work paved the way for
future studies in meteorology and
crystallography. His belief that no two
snowflakes are alike has become a popular
adage, emphasizing the beauty of diversity in
nature.



Thematic Elements of the Book

Snowflake Bentley delves into several themes
that resonate with both children and adults.
These themes contribute to the book's
educational value and its ability to inspire
young readers.

Passion for Nature

The book highlights Bentley's unwavering
passion for nature. His love for snowflakes is
infectious, and readers are encouraged to
observe and appreciate the world around them.
Martin’s prose invites children to explore
their own interests in nature, fostering a
sense of curiosity and wonder.

Perseverance and Dedication

Wilson Bentley's journey is one of
perseverance. Despite facing numerous
challenges, including skepticism from peers and
financial difficulties, he remained committed
to his work. The story illustrates the



importance of dedication and hard work in
achieving one's dreams. This message is
particularly empowering for young readers,
teaching them that persistence can lead to
remarkable accomplishments.

Scientific Exploration

Snowflake Bentley serves as an introduction to
scientific exploration for children. Bentley's
meticulous observations and innovative
techniques provide a glimpse into the
scientific process. The book encourages readers
to ask questions, conduct experiments, and
explore the scientific method, making it a
valuable resource for educators.

Art and Science

The intersection of art and science is a
prominent theme in Bentley's life and in the
book. His stunning photographs of snowflakes
highlight the beauty of nature and the artistic
elements present in scientific study. This
theme encourages children to appreciate the
aesthetic aspects of science, fostering



creativity alongside analytical thinking.

Illustrations and Artistic Style

The illustrations in Snowflake Bentley play a
crucial role in bringing the story to life.
Illustrated by Mary Azarian, the artwork
complements Martin's narrative beautifully,
capturing the delicate beauty of snowflakes and
the natural world.

Woodcut Illustrations

Mary Azarian employs woodcut techniques to
create the illustrations, lending a unique
texture and depth to the images. The woodcuts
are evocative and beautifully detailed,
effectively portraying the intricacies of
snowflakes and the serene landscapes of
Vermont.

Color Palette

Azarian's use of color enhances the



storytelling experience. The illustrations
feature a muted color palette that reflects the
wintery theme of the book. Soft blues, whites,
and grays evoke the chill of snow, while warmer
tones depict Bentley's home and the natural
world, creating a harmonious balance between
warmth and cold.

Emotional Connection

The illustrations also establish an emotional
connection with the reader. Bentley is depicted
with a sense of wonder and joy as he engages
with snowflakes, inviting readers to share in
his enthusiasm. This emotional resonance
enhances the overall impact of the story,
making it relatable to children.

Educational Value

Snowflake Bentley is not just a story; it is an
educational tool that can be utilized in
classrooms and at home. The book offers various
opportunities for learning across multiple
disciplines.



Science Education

1. Understanding Snowflakes: The book can serve
as an introduction to the science of
snowflakes. Teachers can supplement the reading
with lessons on crystallography, weather
patterns, and the water cycle.

2. Hands-On Activities: Educators can encourage
students to create their own snowflake
observations. Activities such as making paper
snowflakes, observing real snow, or using
magnifying glasses to examine ice crystals can
enhance understanding.

3. Discussion Prompts: The themes of
perseverance and passion can lead to
discussions about personal interests and goals,
encouraging students to share their own
experiences and aspirations.

Art Integration

1. Art Projects: Inspired by the illustrations,
children can engage in art projects that
explore snowflakes, such as creating woodcut
prints or experimenting with watercolor



techniques to depict winter scenes.

2. Interdisciplinary Learning: The combination
of science and art in Bentley's life encourages
interdisciplinary learning. Teachers can create
lessons that integrate art and science,
allowing students to see the connections
between different fields.

Conclusion

Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
is an enchanting tale that celebrates
curiosity, perseverance, and the beauty of
nature. The story of Wilson Bentley serves as
an inspiration for children to pursue their
interests, appreciate the wonders of the world
around them, and understand the value of
dedication in achieving their dreams. With its
stunning illustrations and rich thematic
content, the book stands as a valuable resource
for educators and parents alike, fostering a
love for science and art in young readers.
Through Bentley’s life, children are encouraged
to explore, learn, and appreciate the
uniqueness of every snowflake, reminding them
that, much like snowflakes, they are each
distinct and special in their own way.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main subject of the book 'Snowflake
Bentley'?

The main subject of 'Snowflake Bentley' is
Wilson Bentley, a farmer from Vermont who
became famous for his pioneering work in
photographing snowflakes.

What is the primary theme of 'Snowflake Bentley'?

The primary theme of 'Snowflake Bentley' is the
beauty and uniqueness of snowflakes,
highlighting the importance of observation and
appreciation of nature.

What techniques did Wilson Bentley use to photograph
snowflakes?

Wilson Bentley used a microscope and a camera
to capture the intricate details of snowflakes,
allowing him to document their unique
structures.

How does 'Snowflake Bentley' illustrate the concept



of perseverance?

The book illustrates perseverance through
Bentley's relentless pursuit of his passion for
snowflakes, despite facing skepticism and
challenges in his work.

What age group is 'Snowflake Bentley' targeted
towards?

'Snowflake Bentley' is primarily targeted
towards children, but its themes resonate with
readers of all ages who appreciate nature and
science.

What artistic elements are prominent in 'Snowflake
Bentley'?

The book features beautiful illustrations by
Mary Azarian that complement the text and bring
the snowy landscapes and snowflakes to life.

What impact did Wilson Bentley's work have on
science?

Wilson Bentley's work helped to advance the
understanding of snowflakes and contributed to
the field of meteorology by demonstrating that



snowflakes are unique and complex.

How does the author, Jacqueline Briggs Martin,
convey Bentley's passion in the book?

Jacqueline Briggs Martin conveys Bentley's
passion through descriptive language that
captures his fascination with snowflakes and
his dedication to his craft.

Can 'Snowflake Bentley' be used as an educational
resource?

Yes, 'Snowflake Bentley' can be used as an
educational resource to teach children about
nature, photography, and the scientific study
of snowflakes.

What awards or recognition has 'Snowflake Bentley'
received?

'Snowflake Bentley' has received several
accolades, including the Caldecott Medal for
its outstanding illustrations and contribution
to children's literature.
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