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Snuff is the 39th novel in Terry Pratchett's iconic Discworld series, published in 2011. This book
marks a significant entry in the series, as it blends humor, fantasy, and social commentary, all
hallmarks of Pratchett's writing. Set in the richly imagined Discworld, “Snuff” follows the beloved
character Sam Vimes, the commander of the Ankh-Morpork City Watch, as he embarks on a journey
that challenges his perceptions of justice, duty, and the complexities of life beyond the city walls.
This article delves into the themes, characters, and significance of “Snuff” within the broader
context of the Discworld series.

Overview of Discworld and its Themes

The Discworld series is a satirical fantasy universe that reflects various aspects of human society,
culture, and history through the lens of humor and absurdity. Each novel tackles different themes,
ranging from politics and religion to technology and morality. “Snuff” is no exception, as it confronts
issues such as class disparity, racial tensions, and the moral implications of power and privilege.

The Setting

“Snuff” primarily takes place in Ankh-Morpork, the bustling capital of the Discworld, and the
surrounding countryside, particularly in the more rustic area of the Sto Plains. The city itself is a
character, filled with colorful inhabitants, eccentric customs, and a richly woven tapestry of social
dynamics. Vimes' journey takes him from the gritty realities of urban life to the more pastoral, yet
equally complicated, rural landscape. Through this contrast, Pratchett explores the theme of
civilization versus nature, and how each influences the other.

The Plot

The narrative begins with Sam Vimes on a much-needed holiday with his wife, Lady Sybil Ramkin,
and their son, Young Sam. However, even on vacation, Vimes cannot escape his duties as a
watchman. The couple travels to Sybil's ancestral home, the Ramkin estate, where Vimes discovers a
hidden world of goblins—creatures often marginalized and subjected to prejudice. When Vimes
stumbles upon a goblin’s murder, he is drawn into an investigation that forces him to confront his
own biases and the societal structures that uphold them.

The story is structured around Vimes' internal growth, as he grapples with the complexities of
justice and the moral ambiguities that arise when dealing with marginalized communities. The plot
unfolds as Vimes uncovers a conspiracy that goes beyond mere murder, involving issues of rights,
dignity, and the struggle for recognition faced by the goblins.



Character Analysis

Terry Pratchett's characters are often multidimensional, with their own motivations and flaws. In
“Snuff,” several key figures stand out, each contributing to the novel's themes and narrative
progression.

Sam Vimes

As the protagonist, Sam Vimes embodies the archetype of the flawed hero. His growth throughout
the novel is significant; he must balance his instincts as a watchman with his evolving understanding
of justice. Vimes often grapples with his preconceptions, and his journey becomes one of self-
discovery. He represents the struggle between duty and morality, often questioning what it means to
serve justice in a world rife with prejudice.

Lady Sybil Ramkin

Lady Sybil is more than just Vimes' wife; she is a character in her own right, representing strength
and compassion. Her connection to the goblins and her advocacy for their rights provide a
counterpoint to Vimes' initial skepticism. Sybil's character highlights the importance of empathy and
understanding in overcoming societal barriers.

The Goblins

The goblins in “Snuff” are not mere background characters; they symbolize the marginalized and
oppressed. Pratchett gives the goblins a distinct culture and voice, challenging stereotypes and
advocating for their recognition as sentient beings deserving of rights. Through Vimes' interactions
with them, the novel explores themes of acceptance and the fight against systemic injustice.

Thematic Exploration

“Snuff” is rich in themes that resonate deeply within the context of contemporary society.

Social Justice and Prejudice

One of the most prominent themes in “Snuff” is social justice, particularly regarding class and race.
The goblins' plight represents the ongoing struggles faced by marginalized communities. Pratchett
uses Vimes' character arc to illustrate the necessity of challenging one's preconceived notions and
the importance of standing up for those who are often overlooked.



Power and Responsibility

Throughout the novel, Pratchett examines the concept of power and its implications. Vimes, as a
figure of authority, must navigate the responsibilities that come with his position. The story
questions whether power can be wielded justly and highlights the moral dilemmas faced by those in
positions of influence.

The Nature of Evil

“Snuff” also delves into the nature of evil and the complexities of human behavior. Rather than
presenting a straightforward villain, Pratchett illustrates how individuals can be complicit in systems
of oppression through ignorance or indifference. This nuanced approach encourages readers to
reflect on their role in societal injustices.

Literary Style and Humor

Terry Pratchett is renowned for his unique literary style, characterized by clever wordplay, satirical
humor, and philosophical musings. “Snuff” continues this tradition, with Pratchett weaving humor
into serious subjects, making the narrative engaging and thought-provoking.

Wordplay and Wit

Pratchett's use of language is masterful. He employs puns, metaphors, and witty dialogue to convey
complex ideas in an accessible manner. The humor often serves to highlight the absurdities of
societal norms and behaviors, encouraging readers to question the status quo.

Philosophical Undertones

“Snuff” is not just a humorous fantasy; it is also laden with philosophical reflections. Pratchett's
exploration of morality, ethics, and the human condition invites readers to engage critically with the
text, making it a rich source for discussion and contemplation.

Conclusion

“Snuff” stands as a testament to Terry Pratchett's brilliance as a storyteller and social commentator.
Through the lens of fantasy, he tackles pressing issues of social justice, power, and the moral
complexities of human behavior. The novel is both a compelling mystery and a profound exploration
of the human experience, encapsulated in Pratchett's signature wit and humor.

As the 39th entry in the Discworld series, “Snuff” not only contributes to the overarching narrative



but also serves as a standalone work that resonates with readers, reminding us of the importance of
empathy, understanding, and the fight against injustice. Terry Pratchett's legacy endures through
his insightful storytelling, and “Snuff” remains a cherished addition to the Discworld canon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Snuff' by Terry Pratchett?
'Snuff' explores themes of social justice, the nature of power, and the importance of understanding
different cultures through the adventures of Sam Vimes, who grapples with issues related to race
and class.

Who are the central characters in 'Snuff'?
The central characters include Sam Vimes, the commander of the Ankh-Morpork City Watch, his
wife Sybil, and various other members of the Watch, as well as new characters like the goblins and
various villains.

How does 'Snuff' fit into the Discworld series?
'Snuff' is the 39th book in the Discworld series and is part of the City Watch sub-series, continuing
the story of Sam Vimes and his efforts to maintain order in Ankh-Morpork and beyond.

What is the significance of goblins in 'Snuff'?
Goblins represent marginalized groups in society, and their portrayal in 'Snuff' serves to challenge
stereotypes and highlight issues of discrimination and acceptance in the broader context of the
Discworld.

What role does humor play in 'Snuff'?
Humor is a fundamental aspect of 'Snuff', as it is in all of Pratchett's works. It is used to address
serious social issues while keeping the narrative engaging and entertaining.

Is 'Snuff' suitable for new readers of Discworld?
'Snuff' can be enjoyed by new readers, but familiarity with previous Discworld books, particularly
those featuring Sam Vimes, can enhance the experience and understanding of the characters and
plot.

What critical reception did 'Snuff' receive?
'Snuff' was generally well-received, praised for its wit, depth, and social commentary, though some
fans noted it may not be as groundbreaking as earlier works in the series.



What impact did Terry Pratchett's writing have on fantasy
literature?
Terry Pratchett's writing, including 'Snuff', has had a significant impact on fantasy literature by
blending humor with sharp social critique, influencing a generation of writers and expanding the
scope of fantasy storytelling.
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