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So Much Closer is a young adult novel by Susane Colasanti that explores the
complexities of love, friendship, and self-discovery. This engaging story
revolves around the life of a high school senior named Brooke and her
transformative journey after moving to New York City. Colasanti’s writing
captures the essence of teenage angst and the excitement of newfound
independence, making it a relatable read for adolescents and adults alike. As
Brooke navigates her new life, readers are taken on an emotional
rollercoaster filled with hope, heartache, and the quest for authenticity.

Plot Overview

So Much Closer begins with Brooke’s life in New Jersey, where she feels
trapped in a mundane routine and a stagnant relationship with her boyfriend,
Scott. When her parents decide to move to New York City, Brooke sees this as
an opportunity to reinvent herself. She is excited about the vibrant city,
the potential for new friendships, and the chance to pursue her dreams.

As she settles into her new environment, Brooke quickly discovers that life
in the Big Apple is not as simple as she imagined. She faces the challenges
of adapting to a new school, making friends, and dealing with the emotional
fallout of her relationship with Scott. The pivotal moment in the story
occurs when Brooke meets a boy named Derek, who embodies the excitement and
unpredictability of her new life. Their connection is immediate and intense,
leading Brooke to question everything she thought she knew about love and
loyalty.

Thematic Elements

So Much Closer delves into several key themes that resonate with readers:

1. Self-Discovery: The novel emphasizes the importance of finding one's
identity. Brooke's move serves as a catalyst for her personal growth,
allowing her to explore who she truly is outside of her previous life.

2. Friendship: The story highlights the significance of friendships in
navigating life's challenges. Brooke’s new friends play a crucial role in her
adaptation to the city and her emotional healing.

3. Love and Relationships: The complexities of teenage love are central to
the narrative. Brooke’s relationship with Scott contrasts sharply with her
connection with Derek, illustrating the differences between comfort and
passion.



4. Change and Adaptation: The novel addresses the theme of change and the
need to embrace it. Brooke learns that change can be daunting yet rewarding,
pushing her to step out of her comfort zone.

Character Development

Colasanti excels at creating multi-dimensional characters that resonate with
readers. Each character in So Much Closer plays a pivotal role in shaping
Brooke’s journey.

Brooke

Brooke is the protagonist whose internal struggles drive the narrative. At
the beginning of the story, she is insecure and unsure of herself. Her move
to New York serves as a turning point, pushing her to confront her fears and
desires. As she navigates her relationships and experiences in the city,
Brooke evolves into a more confident and self-assured individual. Her journey
of self-discovery is relatable, making her a character that many readers can
connect with.

Derek

Derek represents the excitement of new beginnings. He is charming,
adventurous, and embodies the spirit of the city. His relationship with
Brooke serves as a contrast to her past with Scott, as he encourages her to
embrace her true self. Derek’s character is essential in helping Brooke
realize the importance of passion and emotional honesty in relationships.

Scott

Scott is Brooke’s boyfriend from New Jersey, and his character serves as a
reminder of Brooke’s old life. He is well-meaning but ultimately represents
stagnation and comfort. As Brooke’s feelings for Derek grow, her relationship
with Scott becomes increasingly strained, highlighting the theme of moving on
from the past.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in So Much Closer add depth to the story. Friends
like Tara and Amber help Brooke navigate her new life, providing both comedic
relief and emotional support. Their friendships illustrate the importance of



having a support system during times of change.

Setting and Atmosphere

The backdrop of New York City is integral to the story. Colasanti vividly
describes the city’s vibrant atmosphere, allowing readers to experience the
energy and excitement through Brooke’s eyes. The contrast between New Jersey
and New York serves to emphasize Brooke's personal transformation.

Symbolism of the City

1. Freedom: New York symbolizes freedom for Brooke. It represents the
opportunity to break free from her past and explore her true self without the
constraints of her previous life.

2. Possibility: The city is filled with endless possibilities. It reflects
Brooke’s journey of self-discovery, where every street corner and
neighborhood holds the potential for new experiences.

3. Courage: The bustling streets of New York mirror Brooke’s internal
struggle with fear and courage. The city challenges her to step out of her
comfort zone and embrace uncertainty.

Writing Style and Literary Devices

Susane Colasanti’s writing style in So Much Closer is characterized by its
authenticity and relatability. She employs several literary devices to
enhance the story:

1. First-Person Narrative: The use of first-person perspective allows readers
to delve deep into Brooke’s thoughts and emotions, creating a connection with
her journey.

2. Imagery: Colasanti’s descriptive language paints a vivid picture of New
York City, immersing readers in the setting and enhancing the overall
experience.

3. Dialogue: The dialogue is realistic and engaging, reflecting the way
teenagers communicate. This adds to the authenticity of the characters and
their relationships.

4. Metaphors and Similes: Colasanti effectively uses metaphors and similes to
convey complex emotions, making the narrative more engaging and relatable.



Conclusion

So Much Closer by Susane Colasanti is a compelling exploration of love,
friendship, and the journey of self-discovery. Through Brooke’s experiences
in New York City, readers are reminded of the importance of embracing change
and pursuing one's true self. The novel's rich themes, well-developed
characters, and vibrant setting make it a poignant read for anyone navigating
the tumultuous landscape of adolescence. As Brooke learns to balance her past
with her present, readers are left with a sense of hope and the belief that,
no matter how daunting change may be, it can lead to profound personal growth
and fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'So Much
Closer' by Susane Colasanti?
The main themes include love, self-discovery, the complexities of
relationships, and the impact of choices on one's life path.

Who are the central characters in 'So Much Closer'?
The central characters are Brooke, a high school senior, and her love
interest, Scott, along with her friends and family who influence her journey.

How does 'So Much Closer' address the concept of
destiny?
'So Much Closer' explores the idea of destiny through Brooke's journey as she
believes that some things are meant to be, leading her to make pivotal
decisions that affect her future.

What role does New York City play in 'So Much
Closer'?
New York City serves as a vibrant backdrop for the story, symbolizing
opportunity and adventure, as well as the challenges that come with pursuing
one's dreams.

What is the significance of friendship in 'So Much
Closer'?
Friendship plays a crucial role in the novel, highlighting the support system
that helps Brooke navigate her emotions and decisions, as well as the ups and
downs of teenage life.



How does Susane Colasanti portray the theme of
growth and change in the characters?
Colasanti portrays growth and change through Brooke's experiences and her
evolving relationships, showing how challenges and personal experiences can
lead to maturity and self-awareness.

What message does 'So Much Closer' convey about
chasing dreams?
The novel conveys that while chasing dreams can be daunting, it is essential
to take risks and follow one's heart, as this journey can lead to unexpected
and fulfilling outcomes.
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