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So This Is Permanence: Joy Division Lyrics and Notebooks

Joy Division stands as one of the most influential bands in the post-punk
movement, captivating audiences with their moody soundscapes and poignant
lyrics. Among their notable contributions to music and culture is the song
“So This Is Permanence,” a track that comes with a rich tapestry of meanings
and emotions, encapsulated not only in its lyrics but also in the notebooks
of the band’s enigmatic frontman, Ian Curtis. This article seeks to explore
the depth of these lyrics, the significance of Curtis’s notebooks, and the
lasting impact of Joy Division on music and culture.

Understanding "So This Is Permanence"

“So This Is Permanence” is often recognized as a reflection of Ian Curtis’s
internal struggles, existential musings, and haunting sense of despair.
Released posthumously on the compilation album “Still,” the song represents
not just a musical arrangement but also a glimpse into Curtis's psyche.

Lyric Analysis

The lyrics of “So This Is Permanence” are laden with themes of inevitability,
isolation, and the confrontation with one's fate. The phrase itself suggests
a resignation to a state of being that is unchangeable, evoking feelings of
both acceptance and sorrow. Here are some key themes presented in the lyrics:

1. Existential Reflection: The lyrics navigate the complexities of existence,
questioning the nature of permanence in life. Curtis’s reflections can
resonate with anyone who has faced moments of uncertainty and doubt.

2. Isolation and Alienation: The song's mood encapsulates feelings of
loneliness, a recurring theme in Curtis’s work. It speaks to the disconnect
one can feel in relationships and society.

3. Mortality and Fate: There is a palpable sense of grappling with mortality.
The lyrics convey a struggle to find meaning in the face of inevitable fate,
something that Curtis faced throughout his life.

4. Emotional Turmoil: Curtis’s lyrics often delve into the emotional chaos he
experienced, marked by mental health issues and personal struggles. “So This
Is Permanence” captures this turmoil, making it relatable to those who have
experienced similar battles.



Ian Curtis's Notebooks: A Window into His Mind

Ian Curtis was known for his poetic approach to songwriting, which is vividly
illustrated in his notebooks. These notebooks serve as a vital resource for
understanding his creative process and the emotional undercurrents that
shaped his work.

The Role of Notebooks in Curtis’s Creative Process

Curtis’s notebooks were not merely collections of lyrics; they were
reflections of his thoughts, dreams, and fears. Key aspects of these
notebooks include:

- Personal Confessions: Many entries reveal Curtis's struggles with
depression and epilepsy, providing a candid look at his internal battles.

- Poetic Drafts: The notebooks contain drafts of lyrics that would evolve
into some of Joy Division's most iconic songs. They showcase the raw,
unfiltered creativity that characterized Curtis's writing.

- Visual Elements: Some pages are adorned with sketches and doodles, giving
insight into Curtis's artistic inclinations beyond music.

- Fragmented Thoughts: The notebooks often reflect a stream of consciousness
style, with fragmented sentences and ideas that mirror the chaotic thoughts
Curtis grappled with.

Impact of the Notebooks on the Understanding of Joy
Division

The notebooks have become a crucial part of Joy Division's legacy. They
provide context to the band's music, allowing fans and scholars alike to
delve deeper into the meaning behind the songs. Several key impacts include:

1. Enhanced Interpretation: Readers can decipher the emotional layers within
the lyrics, leading to a more profound appreciation of Joy Division's
artistry.

2. Cultural Significance: The notebooks serve as historical documents that
illustrate the intersection of mental health and creativity, shedding light
on the struggles many artists face.

3. Inspiration for Future Generations: Curtis’s raw honesty encourages new
artists to embrace vulnerability in their work, paving the way for more
authentic expressions in music.



Joy Division's Legacy and Influence

Despite the band's brief existence, Joy Division's impact on music and
culture is undeniable. Their sound and aesthetic have influenced countless
artists across various genres.

Musical Innovation

Joy Division is often credited with pushing the boundaries of music in the
late 1970s. Their innovative approach included:

- Post-Punk Sound: They integrated elements of punk rock with electronic
music, creating a unique sound that was atmospheric and haunting.

- Use of Production Techniques: Their collaboration with producer Stephen
Hague introduced new production methods that would influence future
generations of musicians.

- Thematic Depth: Joy Division's exploration of darker themes paved the way
for other artists to address complex emotional landscapes.

Cultural Influence

The cultural resonance of Joy Division is evident in various aspects:

1. Fashion and Aesthetics: The band’s stark, minimalist aesthetic has
influenced fashion trends and visual art, with their iconic album covers
becoming symbols of the post-punk era.

2. Mental Health Awareness: Curtis's struggles have brought attention to
mental health issues within the music industry, prompting discussions on the
importance of mental well-being for artists.

3. Film and Literature: Joy Division’s story has inspired films,
documentaries, and books, ensuring that their legacy continues to reach new
audiences.

The Enduring Power of Joy Division

“So This Is Permanence” and Ian Curtis's notebooks collectively offer a
profound insight into the complexities of human experience. The themes of the
song resonate with listeners across generations, reflecting the universal
struggle with identity, isolation, and the search for meaning.



As we reflect on Joy Division’s contributions to music and culture, it
becomes clear that their influence transcends time. The emotional depth found
in Curtis’s lyrics and the authenticity captured in his notebooks provide a
timeless connection to the human experience, making Joy Division not only a
band of their era but a lasting symbol of artistic integrity and emotional
honesty.

In conclusion, the exploration of “So This Is Permanence” and Ian Curtis’s
notebooks illuminates the rich legacy of Joy Division. Their music continues
to inspire artists and fans alike, serving as a reminder that even in the
depths of despair, there is beauty to be found in vulnerability and
expression. The journey through Curtis's words and thoughts remains a
powerful testament to the enduring nature of art and the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'so this is
permanence' in Joy Division's lyrics?
The phrase 'so this is permanence' reflects themes of existentialism and the
inevitability of life's struggles, capturing a sense of resignation and
acceptance of one's circumstances.

How does Joy Division's use of language contribute
to the mood of their music?
Joy Division's lyrics often feature stark, evocative imagery that creates a
haunting atmosphere, enhancing the emotional weight of their sound and
connecting deeply with listeners.

What themes are explored in Joy Division's song
'Permanent'?
The song 'Permanent' explores themes of loss, longing, and the search for
meaning in a transient world, encapsulating feelings of despair and
introspection.

What impact did Joy Division's lyrics have on the
post-punk genre?
Joy Division's introspective and often dark lyrics set a precedent for
emotional depth in the post-punk genre, influencing countless artists to
explore similar themes in their work.



What role do notebooks play in the creative process
of Joy Division's lyrics?
Notebooks served as a crucial tool for Joy Division's members, particularly
for Ian Curtis, allowing them to jot down thoughts, fragments, and lyrics
that would later evolve into their iconic songs.

How do Joy Division's lyrics reflect Ian Curtis's
personal struggles?
Ian Curtis's lyrics often mirror his personal struggles with mental health
and existential angst, providing a raw and authentic voice that resonates
with listeners facing similar issues.

What is the overall tone of Joy Division's 'So This
Is Permanence'?
The overall tone of 'So This Is Permanence' is melancholic and introspective,
evoking a sense of somber reflection on life's challenges and the passage of
time.

What is the relationship between Joy Division's
music and the cultural context of the late 1970s?
Joy Division's music emerged during a time of social upheaval and
disillusionment in the late 1970s, reflecting the era's uncertainties and
resonating with a generation seeking meaning and connection.

How have fans interpreted 'So This Is Permanence' in
contemporary discussions?
Contemporary fans often interpret 'So This Is Permanence' as a poignant
commentary on the human condition, resonating with ongoing discussions about
mental health and existentialism.

In what ways have Joy Division's lyrics influenced
modern artists?
Joy Division's lyrics have influenced modern artists by encouraging them to
embrace vulnerability in their songwriting, paving the way for a more
introspective and emotionally honest approach in contemporary music.
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