
society for phenomenology and existential
philosophy
Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy (SPEP) is a distinguished organization
dedicated to the study and promotion of phenomenology and existential philosophy. Established in
1962, SPEP has played a pivotal role in fostering dialogue among scholars, providing a platform for
new ideas, and enhancing understanding of these profound philosophical traditions. This article will
delve into the origins, objectives, and contributions of SPEP, as well as its significance in
contemporary philosophical discourse.

The Origins of SPEP

SPEP was founded in a time when phenomenology and existentialism were gaining traction in the
philosophical community, particularly in the United States. Key figures such as Edmund Husserl,
Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Simone de Beauvoir had laid the groundwork for these
schools of thought, influencing a generation of thinkers.

1962: SPEP was officially established.

Founding Members: The initial members included prominent philosophers who were deeply
influenced by European phenomenology and existentialism.

Purpose: To create a forum for scholars to discuss and disseminate research in
phenomenology and existential philosophy.

Objectives of SPEP

The primary objectives of the Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy include:

Promoting Research: Encouraging scholarly research in phenomenological and existential
thought.

Organizing Conferences: Hosting annual conferences that bring together philosophers from
around the world.

Publishing Works: Supporting the publication of books, articles, and journals that contribute
to these fields.

Fostering Community: Creating a sense of community among scholars and encouraging
collaboration.



Annual Conference

One of the most significant aspects of SPEP is its annual conference, which attracts philosophers,
graduate students, and scholars from diverse backgrounds. The conference serves as a vibrant
platform for presenting new research, discussing contemporary issues, and engaging in philosophical
debates.

Features of the Conference

The SPEP conference typically includes:

Keynote Speakers: Renowned philosophers are invited to give keynote addresses, offering
insights into current trends in phenomenology and existential philosophy.

Panel Discussions: Panels featuring multiple speakers allow for in-depth exploration of
specific topics.

Workshops: Interactive workshops provide participants with opportunities to engage with
practical applications of phenomenological and existential thought.

Networking Opportunities: Attendees can connect with peers, fostering professional
relationships and collaborative projects.

Publications and Resources

SPEP is committed to the dissemination of knowledge related to phenomenology and existential
philosophy through various publications and resources.

Journals and Books

The Society supports several reputable journals and book series that focus on phenomenology and
existentialism, including:

Journal of Speculative Philosophy: A peer-reviewed journal that publishes articles on a
variety of topics in philosophy, emphasizing speculative thought.

Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences: This journal explores the intersections
between phenomenology, cognitive science, and related disciplines.



Book Series: SPEP endorses book series that publish significant contributions to
phenomenological and existential philosophy.

Online Resources

In addition to traditional publications, SPEP also provides a wealth of online resources:

Website: The official SPEP website features information about the society, upcoming events,
and member resources.

Online Archive: A repository of past conference papers and presentations, allowing members
to access a wealth of knowledge.

Newsletters: Regular newsletters keep members informed about developments in the field
and upcoming events.

Significance of SPEP in Contemporary Philosophy

The Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy has had a profound impact on
contemporary philosophical thought. Its emphasis on dialogue and collaboration has led to a
resurgence of interest in phenomenological and existential themes across various disciplines.

Interdisciplinary Approach

SPEP encourages an interdisciplinary approach to philosophy, recognizing that phenomenology and
existentialism intersect with numerous fields, including:

Psychology: Exploring the implications of existential thought on mental health and human
behavior.

Literature: Analyzing existential themes in literary works and their philosophical significance.

Political Theory: Investigating the relationship between phenomenology, existentialism, and
political thought.



Global Reach

While SPEP began as a North American organization, its influence has expanded globally. Scholars
from various countries now participate in SPEP conferences and contribute to its publications, leading
to a rich exchange of ideas and perspectives.

Conclusion

In summary, the Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy serves as an essential hub for
scholars dedicated to these influential philosophical traditions. Through its conferences, publications,
and commitment to fostering community, SPEP continues to promote the exploration of
phenomenology and existentialism, ensuring their relevance in contemporary philosophical
discussions. As the society moves forward, it is poised to inspire new generations of thinkers and
contribute significantly to the ongoing dialogue in philosophy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Society for Phenomenology and Existential
Philosophy (SPEP)?
The Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy (SPEP) is an academic organization
dedicated to the study and promotion of phenomenology and existential philosophy, fostering
dialogue among scholars and practitioners in these fields.

When was SPEP founded?
SPEP was founded in 1962 as a response to the growing interest in phenomenology and existentialism
in North America.

What types of events does SPEP organize?
SPEP organizes annual conferences, workshops, and lectures that gather philosophers and scholars to
discuss current research and developments in phenomenology and existential philosophy.

Who are some notable philosophers associated with SPEP?
Notable philosophers associated with SPEP include Edmund Husserl, Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul
Sartre, and Simone de Beauvoir, among others, although the society also encourages contemporary
voices in the field.

How can one become a member of SPEP?
Individuals can become members of SPEP by applying through their official website, where they can
also find information about membership benefits and associated costs.



What is the significance of SPEP in contemporary philosophy?
SPEP plays a crucial role in contemporary philosophy by providing a platform for the exploration of
existential and phenomenological themes, fostering interdisciplinary dialogue, and supporting new
research in these areas.

How does SPEP contribute to the fields of psychology and
social sciences?
SPEP contributes to psychology and social sciences by promoting phenomenological and existential
perspectives that enrich understanding of human experience, subjectivity, and the complexities of
existence.
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