
society of cincinnati members
Society of Cincinnati members are part of one of the oldest hereditary
societies in the United States, founded in 1783. This prestigious
organization was established to honor the legacy of General George Washington
and to promote the ideals of liberty and democracy that emerged during the
American Revolution. The Society serves as a testament to the commitment of
its members to uphold the values of their ancestors while fostering a sense
of community among descendants of Revolutionary War veterans. In this
article, we will explore the history, purpose, membership criteria, and
significance of the Society of Cincinnati, as well as the contributions of
its members to American society.

History of the Society of Cincinnati

The Society of Cincinnati was founded shortly after the end of the
Revolutionary War, with its inaugural meeting taking place on May 13, 1783,
at the Fraunces Tavern in New York City. The organization was named after
Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, a Roman general known for his civic virtue and
selfless service to the Republic.

Key Historical Events

1. Founding Principles: The Society was established to promote the principles
of liberty and to provide a sense of brotherhood among officers who served in
the Continental Army.
2. Early Membership: Initial membership was limited to officers of the
Continental Army and their male descendants. This exclusivity aimed to
preserve the ideals of the American Revolution.
3. Expansion: Over the years, the Society expanded its membership to include
descendants of officers from various state militias and naval officers who
contributed to the war effort.
4. National Recognition: The Society of Cincinnati gained national
recognition and established state societies across the country, each
maintaining its own set of rules and membership criteria.

Purpose of the Society of Cincinnati

The Society of Cincinnati serves several key purposes:

- Preservation of History: The organization aims to preserve the history and
legacy of the American Revolution, ensuring that the sacrifices made by its
members and their ancestors are not forgotten.



- Promotion of Civic Virtue: The Society encourages its members to embody the
ideals of civic responsibility, public service, and patriotism.
- Scholarship and Education: The Society supports various educational
initiatives, including scholarships for students and funding for historical
research related to the Revolutionary War and its significance.

Membership Criteria

Becoming a member of the Society of Cincinnati is a significant honor, and
the criteria for membership reflect the organization’s commitment to
maintaining its historical integrity.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for membership, an individual must meet the following
criteria:

1. Lineal Descent: Members must be direct descendants of an officer who
served in the Continental Army or naval service during the American
Revolution.
2. Verification of Ancestry: Applicants must provide documentation proving
their lineage, which can involve extensive genealogical research.
3. Membership in a State Society: Once eligibility is established,
individuals must apply to join their respective state society, which may have
additional requirements or processes.
4. Dues and Contributions: Members are usually required to pay annual dues
and may be encouraged to contribute to the Society’s charitable initiatives.

Notable Members of the Society of Cincinnati

Throughout its long history, the Society of Cincinnati has boasted many
notable members who have made significant contributions to American society.
Some of these distinguished individuals include:

- George Washington: As the founding president of the Society, Washington’s
leadership set the foundation for the organization’s values and mission.
- Thomas Jefferson: The third President of the United States and principal
author of the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson's involvement in the
Society highlights the close ties between the organization and the founding
fathers.
- Alexander Hamilton: A key figure in the founding of the United States,
Hamilton’s membership in the Society underscores the historical significance
of the organization.
- John Adams: The second President of the United States and a prominent
revolutionary leader, Adams’ connection to the Society reflects the broader



legacy of the American Revolution.

Significance of the Society of Cincinnati Today

In contemporary society, the Society of Cincinnati continues to play an
important role in preserving American history and fostering civic engagement
among its members.

Modern Contributions

1. Historical Preservation: The Society actively works to preserve historical
sites and artifacts from the Revolutionary War era, ensuring that future
generations can learn about this pivotal period in American history.
2. Educational Programs: The Society sponsors educational programs aimed at
promoting awareness of the American Revolution and its lasting impact on
democracy and governance.
3. Community Engagement: Members of the Society often participate in
community service projects that reflect the organization’s commitment to
civic responsibility and public service.

Conclusion

The Society of Cincinnati members are more than just descendants of
Revolutionary War veterans; they are custodians of a rich history and
advocates for the principles of democracy and civic virtue. By preserving the
legacy of their ancestors and promoting education and community engagement,
the Society plays a vital role in shaping the narrative of American history.
As the organization continues to evolve, its commitment to honoring the
ideals of liberty and service remains steadfast, ensuring that the values of
the American Revolution endure for generations to come. Whether through
historical preservation, educational initiatives, or community involvement,
members of the Society of Cincinnati embody the spirit of their forebears and
contribute meaningfully to the fabric of American society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Society of Cincinnati?
The Society of Cincinnati is one of the oldest patriotic organizations in the
United States, founded in 1783 by officers of the Continental Army to
preserve the ideals of the American Revolution and maintain the friendships
formed during the war.



Who can become a member of the Society of
Cincinnati?
Membership is primarily limited to the direct descendants of officers who
served in the Continental Army or Navy during the American Revolution, as
well as some honorary members who have made significant contributions to the
society's goals.

What are the main activities of the Society of
Cincinnati?
The Society engages in various activities including historical preservation,
education regarding the American Revolution, and hosting events that honor
military service and patriotism.

How does the Society of Cincinnati contribute to
historical education?
The Society supports scholarships, educational programs, and publishes
materials that promote understanding of the American Revolution and the
principles of liberty and democracy.

Where is the Society of Cincinnati headquartered?
The Society of Cincinnati is headquartered in Washington, D.C., where it
maintains a library and museum that houses historical artifacts and documents
related to the American Revolution.

Is the Society of Cincinnati involved in any
charitable activities?
Yes, the Society of Cincinnati engages in charitable activities that support
veterans, historical preservation projects, and educational initiatives
related to American history.

How does the Society of Cincinnati commemorate the
American Revolution?
The Society commemorates the American Revolution through ceremonies, events,
and the preservation of historical sites, as well as by promoting awareness
of the contributions made by its members and their ancestors.

What is the significance of the Society's emblem?
The emblem of the Society of Cincinnati features an eagle holding a shield
and the words 'Liberty and Independence,' symbolizing the ideals of freedom
and the sacrifices made during the American Revolution.
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