society of the first families of new york

Society of the First Families of New York is an esteemed organization that embodies the rich
history and heritage of New York City, tracing its roots back to the early European settlers. Founded
in the early 20th century, this society celebrates the lineage and contributions of families that have
played significant roles in shaping the cultural, social, and political landscape of New York. The
Society not only serves as a repository of historical knowledge but also fosters connections among
descendants of these influential families, ensuring that their legacies continue to thrive in modern
society.

Historical Background

The Origins of New York's Elite Families

The Society of the First Families of New York focuses on lineages that date back to the colonial
period, specifically to the years before the American Revolution. Many of these families were among
the first European settlers in the region, primarily from the Netherlands and England. Key families
include:

- The Van Cortlandts
- The Schuylers

- The Livingstons

- The De Peysters

These families were instrumental in the development of New York City, engaging in trade,

agriculture, and governance. Their contributions laid the groundwork for what would become one of
the most significant urban centers in the world.

Founding of the Society

The Society was founded in 1908 to preserve and promote the history and heritage of these original
New Yorkers. The founders aimed to create a network for descendants of these families, fostering a
sense of community and shared identity. The Society serves as an archival body, collecting
documents, artifacts, and stories that represent the lives and achievements of its members'
ancestors.

Purpose and Objectives

The Society of the First Families of New York has several key objectives:

1. Preservation of History: The Society aims to preserve the historical records and artifacts of the



first families, ensuring that future generations understand their contributions to New York's
development.

2. Genealogical Research: The organization assists members in tracing their family heritage,
providing resources and guidance for genealogical research.

3. Educational Initiatives: The Society organizes lectures, exhibitions, and publications to educate
the public about the history of New York and the significance of its founding families.

4. Community Building: By fostering connections among descendants, the Society aims to create a
supportive community that celebrates shared heritage and history.

Membership and Eligibility

Membership in the Society of the First Families of New York is exclusive and requires a
demonstrated lineage to one of the founding families. To become a member, applicants typically
must:

- Provide documented proof of descent from a qualifying ancestor.

- Submit an application that includes biographical information and a narrative of their family's
history.

- Obtain recommendations from current members.

Membership not only offers a sense of pride in one's heritage but also allows individuals to
participate in various events and initiatives organized by the Society.

Activities and Events

The Society hosts a variety of activities and events throughout the year, fostering a sense of
community and connection among members. Some notable activities include:

Annual Meetings and Dinners

The Society organizes annual meetings and formal dinners where members can gather to discuss
historical topics, share family stories, and network with one another. These events often feature
guest speakers who are experts in New York history.

Historical Tours and Lectures

Members have the opportunity to participate in historical tours of significant sites in New York City,
including homes, churches, and other landmarks associated with the founding families. Additionally,
the Society hosts lectures and discussions that delve into various aspects of New York’s history.



Publications and Newsletters

The Society publishes newsletters and other materials that provide updates on activities,
genealogical resources, and articles about the history of the founding families. These publications
serve as valuable tools for members to stay connected and informed.

Notable Members

The Society of the First Families of New York has included many prominent figures throughout its
history. Some notable members include:

- John Jay: A Founding Father and the first Chief Justice of the United States, Jay’s contributions to
the nation and New York City are significant.

- Hamilton Fish: A former governor of New York and U.S. Secretary of State, Fish was a key political
figure in the 19th century.

- Edith Wharton: The Pulitzer Prize-winning author, known for her novels depicting the lives of the
American elite, had ties to one of the city’s founding families.

These members, among others, have helped shape not only New York's history but also the broader
narrative of American history.

The Society's Impact on New York Culture

The Society of the First Families of New York plays a crucial role in maintaining the cultural
heritage of the city. By preserving the history of influential families, the Society contributes to the
understanding of New York as a melting pot of cultures and ideas. The activities and initiatives
organized by the Society help to educate the public about the city's past, highlighting the
importance of these early settlers in shaping contemporary society.

Preserving Historic Sites

One of the Society's significant impacts has been its involvement in preserving historic sites
associated with the founding families. Many of these sites are vital to understanding the history of
New York and are often at risk due to urban development. The Society advocates for the protection
of these landmarks, ensuring that they remain accessible to future generations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Society of the First Families of New York stands as a testament to the enduring
legacy of the city’s early settlers. By preserving their history, fostering connections among
descendants, and promoting educational initiatives, the Society ensures that the contributions of
these families are not forgotten. As New York continues to evolve, the Society plays a vital role in



maintaining a link to the past, celebrating the rich tapestry that has shaped the city into what it is
today. Through its efforts, the Society not only honors its members’ heritage but also enriches the
cultural narrative of one of the world's most iconic cities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Society of the First Families of New York?

The Society of the First Families of New York is a historical organization that focuses on the heritage
and contributions of the early families who shaped New York City and its society from the 17th
century onward.

How can one become a member of the Society of the First
Families of New York?

Membership requires proof of descent from one of the original families that settled in New York,
along with an application process that may include genealogical documentation.

What types of events does the Society of the First Families of
New York host?

The Society hosts a range of events including lectures, social gatherings, historical tours, and
philanthropic activities that highlight the history and contributions of its founding families.

Why is the Society of the First Families of New York
significant in today's society?

The Society plays a significant role in preserving New York's historical narrative, promoting heritage
awareness, and fostering connections among descendants of early settlers, thereby enriching the
cultural fabric of the city.

What is the historical significance of the early families in New
York?

The early families in New York were instrumental in establishing the city's infrastructure, economy,
and cultural institutions, influencing its development as a major urban center in the United States.

Does the Society of the First Families of New York engage in
any charitable activities?

Yes, the Society is involved in various charitable activities, including historical preservation efforts,
scholarships for students, and support for cultural institutions in New York.



Can the public access information about the Society's
archives?

Yes, the Society maintains an archive that is accessible to the public for research purposes, which
includes documents, family histories, and artifacts related to the founding families of New York.

How does the Society contribute to the understanding of New
York's history?

The Society contributes to understanding New York's history by organizing educational programs,
publishing research, and providing a platform for discussions about the impact of early settlers on
contemporary society.

Are there any notable members of the Society of the First
Families of New York?

Yes, the Society has had many notable members throughout its history, including influential political
figures, philanthropists, and cultural leaders who have made significant contributions to New York
and beyond.
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